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THE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA,  1898. 

The  new  Pharmacopoeia  will  be  published  at  10s.  6d.  as 
anticipated,  and  we  offer  to  supply  subscribers  with  the  work 
at  8s.  carriage  free,  with  a  reprint  of  our  review  of  the  work. 
It  is  expected  to  be  gazetted  this  week,  but  it  will  not  be 
obtainable  for  another  fortnight. 

A  large  number  of  orders  are  already  in  hand,  and  if  there 
is  any  difficulty  in  getting  a  sufficient  supply  we  shall  send 
off  copies  according  to  the  piiority  of  oiders. 

We  offer  interleaved  copies  at  13s.,  also  carriage  free,  and 
with  copy  of  our  review. 

Subscribers  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of  this  offer  are 
requested  to  send  their  orders  with  remittance  as  early  as 
possible.    We  shall  withdraw  the  offer  shortly. 

_ We  also  offer  copies  of  our  review  in  pamphlet  form  (for 
distribution  to  medical  men,  &c.)  at  3s.  Gel.  per  dozen. 


CANADIAN  AND  AMERICAN. 


The  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  May  28 
will  be  specially  circulated  to  the  drug-trade  of  Canada, 
the  United  States,  and  the  West  Indian  Islands,  and  it  will 
give  an  excellent  opportunity  for  specially  addressing  prob- 
able customers  in  those  parts. 

We  would  remind  advertisers  that  circulars  and  price- 
lists  are  accepted  for  distribution  through  the  Summer 
Number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  to  be  published 
0n  July  30,  and  that  the  number  required  is  12  000.  Full 
particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the  publisher. 


The  details  of  the  Budget  proposals  are  given  on  p.  718. 

Mr.  Boot  i->  everting  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  721). 

The  Story  of  Hop  Bitters  is  narrated  in  our  section  of 
advertising  ideas  (p.  715). 

Radiography  is  the  side-line  discussed  this  week  from 
practical  expeiience  (p.  720). 

The  tendency  of  Japanese  trade  in  drugs  and  chemicals 
is  shown  in  an  article  on  p.  718. 

The  Wholesale  Firms  who  have  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  in  stock  are  named  on  p.  714. 

There  are  Several  Evidences  of  the  growing  caution 
of  Irish  guardians  in  reference  to  drug-contracts  on  page  689. 

The  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association  offer 
prizes  to  students  for  answers  to  a  set  of  legal  queries 
(p.  690). 

Pi:oprietary  Medicines  a;;d  Perfumery  are  among 
the  articles  to  be  taxed  in  the  United  States  for  the  war 
revenue  (p.  694). 

Mr.  Coull  repliss  to  the  defence  which  Mr.  Umney 
raised  last  week  as  to  his  early  publication  of  a  new  B.P. 
pi  ice-list  (p.  735). 

Scotch  Chemists  are  feeling  sore  about  the  jury 
grievance.  Pharmaceutical  chemists  are  not  exempt  in 
North  Britain  (p.  690). 

Our  Parliamentaiy  reports  show  a  growing  opposition  to 
the  Pharmacv  Bill.  We  are  also  able  to  give  Mr.  Cross's 
views  of  the  Bill  (p.  721). 

A  Tasmanian  Chemist  sends  us  some  vivid  reminis- 
cences of  his  experiences  in  the  Plough  Court  pharmacy 
sixty  years  ago  (p.  706). 

We  Give  Illustrations  of  a  number  of  Australian 
pharmacies,  which  were  taken  for  a  competition  arranged 
by  our  Melbourne  journal  (p.  708-9). 

"Tocsin,"  who  raised  the  lively  discussion  on  a  chemists' 
assistants'  union,  replies  to  the  debate  which  resulted,  with 
some  grieved  comments  on  ourselves  (p.  735). 

The  habitat  and  collection  of  ipecacuanha  are  described 
by  a  South  American  explorer  (p.  702),  and  we  comment 
upon  the  present  market  position  of  the  drug  (p.  717). 

Quinine,  opium,  and  ipecacuanha  have  been  going  up 
steadily  during  the  past  . week,  cinchona  is  also  slightly 
dearer,  and  there  is  a  combination  in  phenazoue  (p.  730). 

A  paper  by  a  French  pharmacien  describing  the  examina- 
tions for  the  hospital  pharmacists  in  Paris  and  their  duties 
was  contributed  to  the  Jast  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists' 
Association  (p.  699). 

Homocea  (Limited)  has  got  judgment  against  another 
of  the  speculative  underwriters  who  assisted  in  Heating  the 
enterprise.  This  defendant  is  landed  with  1,440  shares  and 
has  to  pay  for  them  (p.  695). 

We  report  the  chief  features  of  the  two  photographic 
exhibitions  now  on,  the  Photographic  Trade  Exhibition  at 
the  Port  man  Rooms  and  the  Boyal  Photographic  Society's 
International  Exhibition  at  the  Crystal  Palace  (pp.  725-7). 

Pharmacopceial  topics  bulk  largely  in  this  issue.  We 
refer  to  the  gazetting  and  publication  of  the  woik  (p.  716), 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  continues  his  remarks  on  tincture,  and  notes 
on  cream  of  tartar,  liquid  paraffin,  dilution  of  alcohol,  spt. 
amnion,  arom.,  &c,  are  contributed  by  vaiious  chemists 
(p.  710-14). 

The  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  op  Cape  Colony 
makes  anyone  liable  to  100/.  penalty  or  twelve  months' 
imprisonment  if  he  practises  as  a  physician  without  a 
licence.  A  chemist  has  been  charged  under  the  Act,  but 
the  Attorney-General  of  the  colony  has  withdrawn  the 
prosecution  (p.  693). 
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ENOLIShl 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  Hems  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Acetylene  Exhibition. 

Particulars  have  now  been  issued  of  the  Exhibition  of 
Acetylene-gas  Generators,  which  it  is  proposed  to  hold  in  the 
Imperial  Institute,  should  sufficient  encouragement  be  given 
to  the  promoters.  In  the  prospectus  which  has  been  issued, 
three  classes  of  generators  are  specified — viz.,  those  in  which 
(1)  water  drops  upon  icalcium  carbide,  (2)  water  rises  to  the 
carbide,  and  (3)  carbide  falls  into  the  water.  These  are 
further  divided  into  generators  with  automatic  or  non- 
automatic  action,  and  it  is  provided  that  the  pressure  will 
not  exceed  a  100-inch  column  of  water.  All  apparatus  for 
exhibition  must  be  tested  and  approved  by  the  committee, 
whose  testing-station  is  at  211  Harrow  Road,  London.  A 
special  building  for  the  Generator  Exhibition  is  to  be  erected 
in  the  S.W.  Quadrangle  of  the  Institute. 

What  Chemists  Owe  to  Football. 

Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  was  a 
guest  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Oxford  City  Football  Club 
last  week,  and,  in  replying  along  with  the  Mayor  to  the 
toast  of  the  Corporation,  he  said  he  wished  to  express  his 
sincere  love  for  the  admirable  game  of  football,  a  love  which 
he  could  assure  them  was  purely  of  a  botanical  character. 
(Laughter.)  He  loved  the  game,  speaking  from  a  business 
point  of  view,  especially  when  he  considered  the  yards  of 
plaster  he  sold  and  the  many  wounds  he  attended  to,  all 
because  of  their  very  splendid  game.  (Laughter.)  He  only 
wished  everyone  played  it.  He  was  told  that  the  coming 
emancipation  of  woman  would  result  in  the  invasion  by  her 
of  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  game,  and  if  it  did  he  would 
not  even  then  shrink  from  his  duty.  (Laughter.)  Football 
had  truly  been  called  the  English  game.  When  he  was  in 
France  recently  he  heard  that  the  French  were  trying  to 
learn  it,  and  it  was  possible  they  might  send  a  team  here. 
He  hoped  they  would  come  to  Oxford.  He  should  look 
forward  to  such  an  event  with  pleasurable  anticipation,  if  it 
was  only  because  it  found  him  business  in  the  Long  Vacation. 
(Laughter  and  applause.) 

— -   Chloride  of  Lime  as  a  Disinfectant. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  at  the  meeting  of  Glossop 
Town  Council  last  week  with  regard  to  the  respective  merits 
-of  chloride  of  lime  and  sanitas  as  a  disinfectant.  The 
sanitary  inspector  (Mr.  Dane)  complained  that  he  had  been 
ten  weeks  without  an  adequate  supply  of  disinfectants. 
They  were  in  the  midst  of  an  epidemic,  and  he  had  tried 
chloride  of  lime,  in  accordance  with  Councillor  Whelan's 
recommendations,  but  had  received  scores  of  objections  to 
it.  In  fact,  it  was  a  disinfectant  which  no  one  would  use, 
for  it  gave  off  chlorine  gas,  which  was  objectionable  in 
certain  cases  of  disease.  The  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  matter  (which,  however, 
■were  not  divulged)  was  adopted. 

Charges  of  Forgery. 

John  Henry  Williams,  described  as  a  chemist,  but  whose 
name  does  not  appear  on  the  register,  pleaded  guilty  on 
April  25  to  uttering  a  forged  cheque  for  11.  17s.  6d.  with 
intent  to  defraud. 

The  prisoner,  in  mitigation  of  sentence,  referred  to  his 
previous  stainless  character,  stating  that  he  was  a  graduate 
of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  and  a  duly  qualified  chemist, 
following  the  profession  until  last  year,  when  he  was  thrown 
out  of  employment  by  the  fire  in  Finsbury.  Prior  to  this 
he  was  for  five  years  analytical  chemist  for  the  Presidency 
of  Bombay,  and  later  he  was  in  charge  of  the  quarantine 


depot  and  hospital  at  Djeddah  during  the  reign  of  Tewfik 
Pasha  and  the  present  Khedive  of  Egypt.  Unfortunately 
he  had  given  way  to  reckless  gambling.  He  had  strained 
every  nerve  to  obtain  employment,  either  as  a  clerk  or  a 
translator.  Failing  these  he  had  tried  for  the  position  of  a 
carman,  then  for  that  of  a  night  porter,  and  lastly  he  had 
applied  for  a  hansom  cabdriver's  berth,  but  without  avail, 
the  reply  in  every  case  being  that  he  was  too  good  for  the 
place,  and  that  they  required  someone  with  experience.  The 
Recorder  postponed  sentence  for  inquiries. 

Thomas  Searle,  a  clerk,  living  in  Walthamstow,  was 
charged  with  forging  and  uttering  two  bankers'  cheques  for 
6/.  and  101.,  and  further  with  embezzling  271.  0s.  3d.,  the 
moneys  of  his  employer,  Albert  Foster  Davis,  chemical- 
manufacturer,  of  Marshgate  Lane,  Stratford.  Prisoner  had 
been  confidential  clerk  to  Mr.  Davis  for  about  three  months. 
On  March  25  Mr.  Davis  left  town  on  business,  telling 
prisoner  before  he  went  to  take  the  books  to  be  audited  by 
the  accountants,  and  to  call  for  them  again  in  a  day  or  two. 
When  prosecutor  returned  to  business  on  March  30  he  found 
a  letter  written  by  prisoner  and  addressed  to  him,  admitting 
the  forgeries.  The  prisoner  was  committed  for  trial  to  the 
Central  Criminal  Court. 

Fires. 

On  March  26  the  building  occupied  by  Messrs.  Avery, 
scale-makers,  Birmingham,  caught  lire.  The  flames  burned 
fiercely  for  several  hours,  and  were  not  got  under  before 
damage  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand  pounds  had  been 
done. 

A  fire,  which  did  a  large  amount  of  damage,  broke  out  on 
April  24  in  Ormside  Street,  Old  Kent  Road,  on  the  manu- 
facturing-premises of  Messrs.  C.  A.  Glover  &  Co.,  packing- 
case  makers.  A  stack  of  timber  was  included  in  the 
destruction. 

People  Poisoned. 
A  case  of  poisoning  by  tinned  meat  occurred  at  Lincoln 
on  April  24  to  the  family  of  Mr.  John  Wingate,  who  is  a 
chemist's  assistant  and  book-keeper  with  Messrs.  Battle,  Son 
&  Maltby.  Mr.  Wingate,  his  wife,  two  daughters,  and  son 
had  for  breakfast  a  quantity  of  tinned  sheep-tongue.  All 
ate  a  small  amount  with  the  exception  of  the  boy,  who  merely 
had  a  mouthful.  About  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  meal 
the  entire  family  (with  the  exception  of  the  boy)  were 
suddenly  seized  with  illness,  and  continued  in  great  pain  for 
some  hours.  Drs.  Watkins  and  Brook  were  called  in,  and 
fortunately  no  serious  effects  have  resulted,  as  all  have  re- 
covered satisfactorily. 

Charges  of  Stealing. 

At  Canterbury  Police  Court  on  April  22,  Harry  Dunnigan 
was  charged  on  remand  with  embezzling  moneys  from  his 
employers.  Messrs.  Finn  &;  Sons  (Limited),  patent  and 
homoeopathic  medicine  vendors.  Mr.  Wightwick,  for  the 
prosecution,  said  ho  would  only  prosecute  in  two  cases,  in 
which  the  amounts  were  10s.  6d.  and  21.  10,s.  4rf.  Prisoner  had 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  for  some  years,  and  it  was  with 
great  reluctance  that  Messrs.  Finn  prosecuted.  Altogether 
there  were  some  27  defalcations  amounting  to  about  281.  in 
all.  For  the  defence  Mr.  Broughton  urged  that  prisoner's 
downfall  came  through  lending  money  to  a  friend,  and  the 
loan  not  being  paid  back  at  the  promised  time  he  was  unable 
to  make  up  the  money  to  the  firm.  The  Chairman  said  that 
after  carefully  considering  the  case  the  Bench  thought 
justice  would  be  met  by  a  sentence  of  one  month's  hard 
labour. 

At  Worcester,  on  April  22.  John  William  Tolley  (9)  and 
Ben  jamin  Morris  (12)  were  charged  with  stealing  60  bottles 
of  hygienic  crystals,  value  1/.  10s.,  the  property  of  Mr.  James 
Edward  Stone.  Charles  Turner,  warehouseman  to  Mr.  Stone, 
who  had  unoccupied  chemical-works  at  Clensmore,  said  he 
missed  a  number  of  packages  from  the  warehouse,  and 
identified  the  bottles  produced  as  portion  of  the  missing 
property.  Detective  Knowles  deposed  to  finding  the  bottles 
in  a  garden.  He  arrested  Tolley  and  Morris,  and  charged 
them  jointly  with  entering  the  works.  Tolley  said  "  We  both 
went  in  and  brought  the  bottles  away  with  us  :  we  broke 
some  of  them,  found  they  were  of  no  use,  atld  threw  them 
away.''  Morris  said  that  was  correct.  The  Bench  dismissed 
the  lads  with  a  caution. 
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Accidental  Poisonings. 

Mr.  S  Smelt,  Manchester  City  Coroner,  held  an  inquest  on 
April  21,  on  the  body  of  Ellen  Nicholson,  a  widow,  72  years 
of  age,  who  lived  in  Hulme.  Deceased  had  been  ailing  for 
some  time,  and  besides  taking  medicine  she  was  using  lotion 
for  rheumatism.  The  two  bottles  were  kept  on  a  table 
beside  her  bed,  the  one  containing  the  lotion  being  labelled 
"  Poison,"  but  of  course  she  drank  a  dose  of  the  lotion  by 
mistake.  Her  granddaughter  gave  her  emetics,  but  she 
gradually  got  worse,  and  died  about  10  o'clock.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Tunbridge  Wells  on  April  25  as  to 
the  death  of  a  young  woman  named  Mary  Jane  Vidler. 
For  some  time  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  sherbet, 
and  appears  to  have  taken  from  a  box  a  packet  containing 
what  she  thought  to  be  sherbet.  After  consuming  the  mix- 
ture she  was  seized  with  a  vomiting  tit,  and  before  medical 
assistance  arrived  she  died.  A  post-mortem  examination  re- 
vealed that  she  had  taken  oxalic  acid  in  powder.  A  verdict 
of  death  from  misadventure  was  returned. 

Drug  contracts. 

The  House  Committee  of  Macclesfield  Infirmary  have 
accepted  the  tenders  of  Mr.  R.  Woodyatt  for  the  supply  of 
drugs  by  retail  for  the  ensuing  half-year,  of  Messrs.  Gale  & 
Co.  for  other  drugs,  and  of  Messrs.  Wood  &  Pass  for  the 
supply  of  soda-water. 

Chemists  and  Early-closing. 

The  following  chemists  and  druggists  of  Old  and  New 
Brompton  (Kent)  have  agreed  to  close  their  places  of  busi- 
ness on  Wednesdays  at  1  o'clock  from  May  4  :—  Mr.  Walter 
E.  Stokes,  22  High  Street,  Old  Brompton  ;  Mr.  A.  E  Farrow, 
45  High  Street,  Old  Brompton  ;  Mr.  Jas.  St  evens,  13  Hish 
Street,  New  Brompton  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Willis,  High  Street,  New 
Brompton ;  Mr.  H.  R.  M.  Forster,  Canterbury  Street,  New 
Brompton;  and  Mr.  Arthur  Stooke,  High  Street,  New 
Brompton. 

A  similar  arrangement  has  been  made  by  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  Chatham  and  Rochester. 

AtVentnor  (Isle  of  Wight)  the  chemists  have  agreed  to 
close  their  business  establishments  each  Wednesday  at 
2  P.M. 

The  Early-closing  Association  at  Okehampton  has  asked 
the  chemists  of  the  town  to  join  with  the  other  tradesmen 
in  closing  their  places  of  business  at  2  P.M.  on  Wednesdays 
instead  of  at  4. 

_  The  chemists  of  Oldbury  have  agreed  to  close  their  estab- 
lishments at  2  p.m.  on  Thursdays,  commencing  May  5. 

A  Chemist's  Evidence. 
A  man  named  Attride  is  under  remand  at  the  Guildhall 
charged  with  having  obtained  by  false  representations  large 
quantities  of  brandy  from  Messrs.  Ferdinand  Dronhet  &  Co., 
distillers,  which  it  is  alleged  he  pawned.  Mr.  George 
Andrews,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stamford  Street,  who  intro- 
duced defendant  to  the  prosecutors'  traveller,  gave  evidence 
on  Tuesday  of  having  made  arrangements  for  the  pawning 
of  the  brandy.  The  accused  told  him  he  was  short  of  money, 
and  assured  him  that  the  goods  were  paid  for.  Mr.  Andrews 
said  defendant  had  been  carrving  on  business  with  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Bodega,  Ludgate  Hill.  He  had  never  heard 
any  one  give  him  an  order  for  wines  or  spirits. 

The  Examination  Torture. 
The  26-year-old  son  of  Mr.  R.  Brudenell  Carter,  the 
eminent  surgeon,  was  found  dead  in  bed  at  his  father's  house  on 
Uapham  Common  on  Sunday  morning.  He  had  apparently 
taken  morphia.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  given  at  the 
inquest  that  he  was  a  medical  student,  and  had  passed  several 
examinations,  but  had  failed  apparently  for  the  second  time 
at  his  last  in  surgery.  He  had  been  studying  hard,  and  the 
jury  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  study  and  the  dis- 
appointment had  unhinged  his  mind. 

Botanical  Trip. 

On  Saturday,  April  23,  the  students  of  the  Manchester 
college  of  Pharmacy  journeyed  to  Poynton  and  scoured  the 
district  ior  botanical  specimens,  under  the  guidance  of  the 


principal,  Mr.  C.  Turner.  Sixty-five  different  plants  were 
collected,  and  these  were  afterwards  fully  explained  in  class. 

Chemists  in  the  Divorce  Court. 

Two  chemists  have  been  concerned  in  Divorce  Court  pro- 
ceedings during  the  past  week,  Mr.  Pilley,  of  Boston, 
Lincolnshire,  being  petitioner  in  the  case  of  Pilley  v.  Pilley 
and  Bamet,  which  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Barnes,  on 
April  21.  In  the  second  case,  that  of  Lewis  v.  Lewis  and 
Faithful,  the  co-respondent  is  described  as  a  chemist  at 
Kensington,  although  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the 
register. 

Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association — Successful 
Candidates. 

The  following  grocers  have  been  elected  lor  the  Retail 
Council  of  the  Grocery  Section  : — 

William  Appleton,  Hornsey  Road,  N. 

C.  R.  Burgis,  Leamington. 

A.  J.  Johnston,  Liverpool. 

R.  Mens,  Reading. 

William  Pitts,  Northampton. 

Councillor  F.  Power,  Portsmouth. 

George  Snape,  Wolverhampton. 

W.  H.  Templeman,  Hull. 

John  Williams,  Holloway  Road,  N. 

John  Williams,  Manchester. 


Local  newspapers  co7itaininrj  marked  items  of  news  interesting- 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Business  Changes. 
Mr.  George  Brown,  MP.S.l,  has  aunexed  an  adjoining: 
house  in  Wexford  Street,  Dublin,  and  has  converted  it  into 
a  medical  hall. 

Mr.  Walter  J.  Healy,  L.P.S.I.,  has  returned  to  Cork  from 
Biarritz,  where  he  has  fulfilled  an  engagement  duriDg  the 
winter.  Before  leaving  Biarritz  he  was  entertained  to 
dinner  by  a  party  of  friends  at  the  Hotel  de  Paris. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Ranken,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Northern • 
Branch  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland, . 
late  of  179  New  Lodge  Road,  Belfast,  who  sold  his  business 
to  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited),  has  removed  to  8  No  wing- 
ton  Street,  Belfast. 

Fire  at  a  Pharmacy. 

At  Dublin,  on  Saturday  evening  last,  a  fire  broke  out  oi> 
the  premises  of  Dr.  Leonard's  Medical  Hall,  North  Earl' 
Street.  The  fire  occurred  in  a  store  at  the  rear  of  the  phar- 
macy, and  was  caused  by  the  upsetting  of  a  lamp  and  the' 
ignition  of  a  quantity  of  straw.  Owing  to  the  promptitude- 
of  the  brigade,  the  fire  was  inconsiderable. 

Guardians  Getting  Cautious. 

The  Drogheda  Guardians  have  been  closely  scanning  the- 
tenders  for  drugs  and  medicines.  They  went  through  the 
invoices  of  articles  received  during  the  previous  year,  es- 
tracted  all  the  items,  classified  them,  and  entered  them  in 
columns,  with  the  prices  charged  by  the  contractors.  They 
found  the  prices  of  the  different  contractors  for  medicines 
come  out  at  (1)  84Z.  0s.  5d.,  (2)  981.  5s.  lfV.,  and  (3) 
951.  16s.  8d.  They  agreed  to  accept  the  lowest  tender, 
which  was  Messrs.  Leslie's,  Dublin.  For  medical-appli- 
ances prices  ranged  from  16Z.  10s.  Id.  to  131.  17s.  lid., 
and  the  cheapest  offer,  that  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  was 
accepted. 

The  Kanturk  Guardians,  at  their  meeting  last  week,  were 
brought  to  see  that  the  medicine-contracts  needed  close 
scrutiny.  There  were  four  tenders.  One  section  of  the 
Board  was  in  favour  of  the  re-appointment  of  the  former 
contractor,  anel  another  was  for  accepting  the  tender  sent 
in  by  Mr.  Denis  O'Sullivan,  Newmarket.    The  Cha'rman  said 
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if  they  adopted  either  of  those  propositions  they  might  be 
accepting  the  highest  tender.  The  proper  course  was  to 
compare  the  items  in  all  the  tenders  and  see  which  was  the 
lowest.  Ultimately  it  was  agreed  to  compare  the  tenders 
by  a  committee  and  the  dispensary  doctors,  and  give  the 
contract  to  the  lowest  tender. 

The  Athey  Guardians  are  alarmed  at  the  oonsequences 
which  may  rpsult  from  their  having  good-naturedly  accepted 
thetendcrof  Messrs.  McHugh,  the  local  contractors,  at  prices 
above  those  of  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  Dublin.  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Guardians  stating  they 
had  called  the  special  attention  of  their  auditor  to  the  matter. 
The  Chairman  said  there  was  nearly  40Z.  difference  in  the 
entire  contract,  and  he  feared  that  if  a  cheque  for  the  new 
contractors  were  signed  the  Guardians  might  be  surcharged. 
He  moved,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  of  March  30,  giving 
the  contract  to  Messrs.  McHugh,  the  third  highest  tender, 
be  rescinded,  with  a  view  of  giving  it  to  the  lowest.  This 
was  agreed  to. 

Drugs  by  Auction. 

At  Dublin,  on  Saturday  last,  a  public  auction  was  held  of 
the  stock-in-trade  and  machinery  belonging  to  Mr.  John 
Darcy,  chemist  and  mineral-water  manufacturer,  Great 
Britain  Street.  The  lots  included  soda-water  plant  with 
fittings  and  acid-tank,  shaftings,  pulleys  and  hangers,  cork- 
ing and  washing  machines,  and  syphon-fillers,  together  with 
the  thousand  and  one  essentials  of  a  drug  and  chemical  store, 
all  of  which  were  knocked  down  "  for  a  song,"  as  the 
auctioneer  musically  expressed  it. 


3.  State  particularly  what  constitutes  a  medicated  wine  of 
ginger,  coca,  pepsine,  or  quinine,  such  as  may  be  sold  without  a. 
licence  ? 

4.  You  receive  two  orders  for  arsenic  from  two  farmers,  one 
for  7  lbs.  and  the  other  for  12  lbs.  How  would  you  execute 
these  ? 

5.  What  regulations  govern  the  use  of  stills  by  chemists? 

6.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  Liability,  or  otherwise,  to 
modicine-stamp  duty  of  the  following  label  ?  Further,  if  you 
consider  it  "liable,"  in  what  respects  is  it  so;  and  if  you  think  it 
"  not  liable,"  what  alteration  would  make  it  "  liable  "  ? 


Local  neivsjyapers  containing  marJced  items  of  neivs  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  iveleomed  by  the  Editor. 


APPLICATION  FOR 

TIC  AND  NEURALGIA. 

Paint  over  the  affected  part  every  half- 
hour   until   relief   is  obtained.  Fort 
Toothache. — Apply  on  cotton-wool  to 
obtain  relief. 


PREPARED  ONLY  ISY 

THOMAS  SMITH.  Chemist, 

WESTBRID3E. 


Guid  Scots  Drink  ! 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill,  the  Assistant-Secretary  to  the 
l'harmacentical  Society,  has  been  writing  to  the  Scotsman 
about  "  pure  whisky,"  with  a  knowledge  of  the  subject  which 
Mstooishes  his  friends.     Mr.  Hill  says  he  has  frequently 
examined  commercial  samples  of  whisky,  and  corroborates 
the  statement  that  dilution  with  water  is  the  chief  and 
practically  the  only  form  of  adulteration.    There  is  a  great 
deal  of  loose  talk  about  the  deleterious  and  intoxicating 
effects  of  fusel  oil  in  raw  whiskies,  and  the  urgent  need  for 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  any  whisky  that  is  not  fully  matured 
by  keeping  in  wood  for  a  lengthened  period.    He  quotes  the 
experience  of  Dr.  James  Bell,  F.R.S.,  and  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen 
on  that  point,  and  goes  on  to  say :  "  That  '  raw '  whisky  is 
more  intoxicating  than  '  matured  '  whisky  is  a  mere  opinion 
unsupported  by  evidence,  and  the  allegation  that  drunken- 
ness is  due  to  adulterated  whisky  is  as  little  supported  by 
fact.    The  naked  fact  remains  that  pure  ethylic  alcohol,  no 
matter  how  old,  is  a  poweiful,  insidious,  and  deadly  poison, 
and  that  even  the  purest  whisky,  when  taken  to  excess,  will 
inevitably  produce  all  the  dire  results  which  every  citizen 
deplores  as  a  concomitant  of  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages. 
The  evil  of  drunkenness  is  the  crying  disease  that  calls  for 
a  cure." 

Legal  Queries. 
The  Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  has 
formulated  a  new  prize  scheme,  which  seems  likely  to  be 
very  useful,  especially  to  competitors.  The  Association 
offers  prizes  to  the  amount  of  21.  2.5.  and  11.  Is.,  the  competi- 
tion being  open  to  all  assistants  and  apprentices  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  pharmacy  within  a  thirty  mile  radius  of 
Edinburgh,  for  the  best  set  of  answers  to  the  following  series 
of  legal  queries  : —  „ 

1.  What  does  the  law  require  in  regard  to  the  storage  and  sale  of 
benzol  ? 

2.  What  are  the  regulations  as  to  the  retail  sale  of  methylated 
pirit  ? 


Particulars  of  the  competition,  which  will  close  on  May  16 
next,  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Claude  F.  Henry,  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  1  Brandon  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 

Dundee  University  College. 
The  dispute  between  this  College  and  the  University  of  St. 
Andrews  is  now  practically  at  an  end,  and  one  of  the  results 
is  that  a  fully-equipped  medical  school  will  be  completed  in 
connection  with  the  Dundee  College.  It  is  contemplated  to 
found  in  it  chairs  of  pathology,  materia  medica,  thera- 
peutics, obstetrics,  surgery,  medicine,  medical  jurisprudence, 
and  public,  health,  and  an  annual  expenditure  of  3,00CM.  is 
contemplated  in  connection  with  this  development.  Prac- 
tical instruction  in  medical  surgery,  and  possibly  in  phar- 
macy, will  be  given  in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  such  an  important  city  as  Dundee  should  not  be 
able,  in  the  course  of  a  generation,  to  establish  a  reputation 
as  a  centre  for  medical  education. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Golf  Club. 
The  final  tie  in  the  Spring  Competition  for  the  "  T.  and  H. 
Smith"  trophy  was  played  on  the  Braids  on  Saturday,  April 
23.  After  some  good  play  Messrs.  J.  D.  Sinclair  and  W.  J. 
Walker,  jun..  defeated "  their  opponents,  Messrs.  J.  H. 
Murdoch  and  Wilson,  by  four  holes  up  and  three  to  play. 

The  Mysterious  Chocolates  Case. 

Mr.  Davidson,  solicitor,  Buckie,  has  received  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Banffshire  Procurator  Fiscal  informing  him 
that  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Melville,  Buckie,  who  died  from 
eating  a  chocolate  sent  to  her  daughter,  the  analysis  of  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  by  Sir  Henry  Littlejohn,  Edinburgh, 
completely  negatives  the  theory  of  poisoning,  although  it  is 
not  denied  that  the  chocolate  contained  an  irritant  directly 
responsible  for  death.  Under  the  attendant  circumstances, 
Crown  counsel  will  take  no  further  proceedings. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 
A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  36  Yoik  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Bowman,  president,  in  the 
chair.    There  was  a  small  attendance. 

CHEMISTS  AND  JUEY  SEEVICE. 

This  subject  was  raised  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Spence 
(Linlithgow),  who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  who  now  asked  the  secretary  (Mr.  Henry)  to  pro- 
pose the  motion  for  him.  Mr.  Henry  read  a  statement  from 
Mr.  Spence,  who  said  he  had  again  had  the  misfortune  of 
being  cited  to  jury  service,  and  had  a  sitting  of  nearly 
twelve  hours.  He  asked  if  it  was  not  time  the  Association 
should  take  the  matter  up.  He  understood  that  doctors  and 
dentists  were  exempt  from  jury  service,  and  he  thought  it 
was  more  important  to  the  public  that  chemists  should  be 
available  than  dentists.  He  knew  of  two  instances  where 
chemists  in  country  towns  had  been  this  year  summoned  to 
jury  service  who  had  no  one  but  apprentice-boys  to  leave  in 
their  shops.  One  of  them  was  kept  for  four  days,  and  the 
other  for  one  day.    The  Juries  Act  entirely  ignored  the 
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Pharmacy  Act  when  it  called  legally-qualified  chemists  from 
their  post  of  duty,  and  thus  endangered  the  public  weal. 
The  motion  was 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  communicate  with  other 
associations,  and  also  with  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  as  to  the  best  means  to  obtain  exemption  of  chemists 
from  jury-service,  and  to  take  action  in  whatever  way  it  is 
thought  best  to  attain  this  end. 

Mr.  Nesbit  (Portobello)  supported  the  proposal,  and  said 
he  had  often  suffered  very  threat  inconvenience  from  having 
to  serve  on  juries.  He  was  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  but 
he  was  not  exempted  because  he  was  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  in  Scotland,  but  they  should  endeavour  to  exempt 
not  only  pharmaceutical  chemists,  but  all  registered  chemists 
in  England  and  Scotland.  He  thought  they  had  a  very  good 
case  because  they  were  bound  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  to 
personally  sell  poisons  or  supervise  their  sale. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill 
explained  how  it  was  that  pharmaceutical  chemists  were 
exempted  in  England.  When  this  was  done,  there  was  only 
a  register  of  pharmaceutical  chemists.  The  reason  why 
there  was  no  exemption  of  any  kind  at  all  in  Scotland  for 
chemists  was  because  the  Juries  Act  of  1862  was  an  English 
Act  exclusively.  [It  was  a  Glasgow  man  who  moved 
the  exemption  of  pharmaceutical  chemists.  See  '  Pharmacy 
and  Poisons  Laws,'  page  457,  Ed.  C.  $  />.]  Mr.  Hill  added 
that  the  subject  hid  been  frequently  under  the  notice  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  who  he  thought 
unanimously  desired  that  all  registered  chemists  should  be 
exempted  from  jury-service,  and  attempts  had  been  made  to 
accomplish  this  result  in  Pharmacy  Bills.  But  the  reply  had 
always  been  "It  is  not  a  question  for  a  Pharmacy  Bill  but 
for  a  Juries  Bill."  They  had  to  remember  that  nowadays 
there  was  a  strong  aversion  in  Parliament  to  any  extension 
of  jury  exemption.  By  including  chemists  in  the  jury-list 
they  were  paying  them  a  compliment,  and  they  must 
remember  that  jury-service  was  a  great  inconvenience  to 
everybody.  Neither  their  inconvenience  nor  that  of  the 
public  would  be  considered,  they  must  establish  an  imperative 
public  necessity  for  exemption,  and  he  (Mr.  Hill)  thought 
they  could  show  this  from  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  at  least 
establish  a  better  claim  for  exemption  than  some  persons 
now  exempted  could. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  said  the  Legislature  had  made  it  the  law 
that  a  chemist  must  be  at  his  post  to  carry  out  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  could  not,  therefore,  ask  a 
chemist  to  break  one  law  in  order  to  fulfil  another.  That 
had  always  seemed  to  him  to  be  the  strongest  argument  in 
favour  of  their  exemption.  He  thought  it  would  be  important 
that  the  Secretary,  in  forwarding  this  motion  as  the  finding 
of  this  Association,  should  mention  this  argument,  and  the 
fact  (which  Mr.  Hill  had  pointed  out)  that  the  dentists  got 
their  exemption  in  a  Dentists  Act. 

Mr.  Forret  related  an  experience  of  his  own,  when  he  was 
once  summoned.  It  was  very  difficult  for  him  to  leave  his 
business.  The  officer  of  the  court  told  him  he  could  not 
get  any  exemption.  But  he  said  that  in  a  case  of  that  kind 
his  plan  should  be  to  write,  explaining  the  case  fully,  and 
not  to  appear.  He  would  be  cited  for  not  appearing,'  and 
would  be  fined  a  very  nominal  sum. 

The  Chairman  suggested  the  matter  might  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Storrar  and  Mr.  Johnston  to  bring  it  before 
the  first  Council  meeting,  and  ask  them  to  give  it  their 
support. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

THE  SALE  OF  METHYLATED  SPIRIT. 

rJnint^^h?  reP°rted  that-  following  up  the  recent 
resolutions  of  the  Association  in  regard  to  the  addition  of 
rocK  oil  to  methylated  spirit,  the  committee  had  adopted  the 
n  dlrect  t0  the  InlatKl  Revenue  authorities,  and 

m    u-Tf  he  reply  by  next  meeting, 
w.i Hon  ,1  K-ald  °3e  of  the  lar?est  distillers  in  Leith  had 
w.itten  to  him  on  the  subject.    Evidently  the  firm  thought 

Sfrifc  could  hpaTf 6  °Vhe  "Sutton  by  which  methylated 
duiff^n^ be  obtained  witnout  rock  oil  if  it  were  taken  in 

t^    and  enlrg!   ^     ^   repHed  that  ^  We,e   a^  of 

iJ£„  red  on  a  detailed  statement  of  the  objections 
and  difficulties  they  had,  and  got  back  a  reply  statin-  that 
the  firm  entirely  sympathised  with  them 


THE  ANNUAL  PICNIC. 

Mr.  David  McLaren  reported  that  the  committee  recom- 
mended St.  Fillans  for  their  excursion  this  year.  They  would 
go  by  train  to  Comrie,  and  drive  from  Comrie  to  St.  Fillans. 
They  would  have  dinner,  and  perhaps  a  cup  of  tea,  there,  and 
then  drive  back  to  Comrie,  and  then  on  to  Edinburgh.  They 
made  arrangements  not  only  that  the  Edinburgh  chemists 
and  druggists  should  go  with  this  excursion,  but  the  Cale- 
donian Railway  Company  had  promised  to  bring  on  any 
number  from  Glasgow  by  special  train  to  Larbert ;  and  the 
idea  had  been  ventilated  by  their  Secretary  whether  Dundee 
and  Perth  chemists  might  not  also  be  available  to  travel  with 
them.  He  did  not  see  any  difficulty  in  this,  and  formally 
moved  that  the  excursion  be  to  St.  Fillans,  and  that  the 
tickets  be  10s.  6c/.    The  date  to  be  June  9. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

It  was  agreed  to  re-elect  the  auditors. 

WHOLESALE  HOUSES  AND  THEIR  PRICES. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  said  a  short  time  ago  the  price-list  of  a 
limited  liability  company  came  into  his  hands,  and  on  look- 
ing over  it  he  noticed  a  two-page  advertisement,  which  seemed 
to  him  to  be  an  advertisement  of  proprietors,  and  paid  for 
by  them.  In  that  advertisement  there  appeared  in  one  case  the 
minimum  price,  and  in  the  other  case  the  reduced  price  of 
their  specialities.  That  appeared  to  be  an  entirely 
new  departure  on  the  part  of  proprietors,  and  tbeie 
seemed  to  be  an  element  of  unfairness  in  it  to  tho=e 
chemists  who  had  a  booking  trade,  because  the  public 
would  get  to  know  from  this  advertisement  what  was  the 
minimum  of  their  goods,  and  would  expect  to  get  them  at 
the  minimum  price.  He  thought  the  Association  should 
draw  attention  to  the  matter.  Mr.  Henry  had  written  to  the 
firms,  and  one  said  they  had  not  inserted  the  advertisement, 
while  another  wrote  defending  the  announcement.  He  did 
not  wish  to  mention  names. 

Mr.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Forret,  Mr.  McLaren,  and  the  Chair- 
man took  part  in  discussing  this  subject;  but  it  was  agreed 
that  perhaps  the  mention  of  it  would  suffice. 

This  concluded  the  business. 


Jfrencb  mews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Control  of  Weights  and  Measures  in  pharma- 
cies has  become  very  severe  in  certain  parts  of  France, 
especially  as  regards  fine  balances.  M.  G.  Belugon,  of  the 
Montpellier  School  of  Pharmacy,  draws  attention  to  the  fac  t 
that  instruments  of  precision  of  this  kind  cannot  be  legally 
used  in  pharmacies  unless  they  have  been  impressed  with  the 
Government  stamp  ;  also  that  inspectors  of  weights  and 
measures  find  that  certain  recent  improvements  in  these  scales 
render  them  illegal  for  commercial  purposes.  M.  Belugon  is 
agitating  for  a  modification  of  the  existing  state  of  things. 

Sulphide-of-carbon  Explosion.— Smoke  was  found  t-> 
be  issuing  from  a  railway  waggon  laden  with  barrels  of 
sulphide  of  carbon  which  arrived  a  few  days  ago  at  a  station 
near  Bordeaux  from  Marseilles.  The  waggon  was  quicklv 
isolated  on  a  siding  and  shortly  afterwards  a  barrel  exploded, 
breaking  through  the  roof,  and  fell  into  the  neighbouring 
river  Garonne.  A  minute  or  two  afterwards  another  barrel 
exploded,  and  in  an  instant  the  liquid  developed  into  flames. 
There  was_  nothing  left  but  for  the  waggon  to  burn  away, 
which  it  did  in  less  than  an  hour  without  causing  any  further 
damage. 

The  Late  M.  Luscheh.— Many  English  and  French  druo-- 
houses  who  knew  M.  Thephile  'Luscher,  of  10  Rue  de  fa 
Paix,  Paris,  will  hear  with  genuine  regret  of  his  death  last 
Saturday,  April  23.  M.  Luscher  was  of  Swiss  birth,  but  had 
lived  both  in  England  and  America,  and  was  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  drug-trade  of  those  countries,  and  person- 
ally intimate  with  many  of  the  leading  druggists  of  the 
French  capital,  where  he  had  permanently  resided  for  the 
last  thirty  years.  At  one  time  M.  Luscher  represented 
Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons  in  Paris,  and  he  had  always  some 
commissions  on  hand  from  French  houses  for  English 
goods,  and  vice  versa    He  was  a  man  of  great  ability,  and  a 
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most  pleasant  companion,  but  singularly  reticent  in  business 
matters. 

The  Council  of  the  Paris  University,  at  its  monthly 
meeting  held  last  Monday,  decided  to  proceed  at  once  with 
the  completion  of  the  laboratory  of  vegetable  biology  at 
Fontainebleau.  The  University  is  obtaining  a  loan  of 
l,700,000f.  (68,000/.)  for  carrying  out  this  work  and  the 
erection  of  other  laboratories  connected  therewith.  The 
President  announced  that  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  has 
asked  for  funds  necessary  for  creating  two  additional  assis- 
tant professorships.  It  is  understood  that  the  Paris  Univer- 
sity will  take  an  official  part  in  the  International  Exhibition 
of  1900.  With  a  view  to  promoting  better  relations  between 
the  City  of  Paris  and  the  University,  the  Municipal  Council 
has  named  a  committee  of  ten  members  to  discuss  subjects 
of  interest  with  the  University  Council  as  occasion  may 
arise.  M.  Astier,  pharmacien,  is  vice-president  of  this  com- 
mittee. 

Fraud  in  White  Wine. — The  vogue  white  wine  con- 
tinues to  enjoy  in  Fiance  gives  rise  to  a  variety  of  frauds 
in  connection  with  it.  A  somewhat  favourite  method  is  to 
convert  red  wine,  for  which  some  growers  no  longer  find  a 
ready  sale  at  remunerative  prices,  into  white  wine.  A  well- 
known  Bordeaux  chemist,  M.  Carles,  has  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  this  subject,  and  reports  that  amongst 
the  latest  frauds  of  this  kind  noticed  by  him  manganese 
appears  to  be  largely  used.  He  considers  that  by  this  treat- 
ment the  greater  amount  of  the  natural  qualities  of  wine  are 
removed.  The  Paris  doctors  who  set  the  fashion  for  white 
wine,  by  prescribing  it  for  patients,  probably  did  not  foresee 
the  enormous  success  it  would  have.  M.  Carles  is  of  opinion 
that  there  is  now  a  better  prospect  of  getting  a  pure  article 
by  taking  red  wine  in  preference  to  white,  especially  as 
regards  the  moderate-priced  brands. 

Advertising  Ideas. — Amongst  the  recent  modes  of 
appealing  for  business  here  may  be  mentioned  a  circular 
issued  to  doctors  by  a  Paris  pharmacist,  who  is  the  proprietor 
of  a  number  of  specialities,  reading  as  follows :  "  We 
believe  we  are  responding  to  the  wishes  of  a  large  number 
of  doctors  who  are  good  enough  to  use  our  products,  either 
for  themselves,  their  families,  or  their  clients,  in  address'ng 
them  the  list  of  special  prices  established  by  us  for  them.'' 
The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  circular  is  that  doctors 
are  offered  much  better  conditions  than  pharmacists.  As 
this  particular  maker  has  joined  the  combination  for  main- 
taining prices,  he  will  probably  have  to  change  his  tactics  or 
run  the  risk  of  incurring  the  ill-will  of  the  5  000  French 
pharmacists  who  are  supposed  to  give  his  preparations  a 
preference. 

There  is  also  a  complaint  that  in  certain  country  districts 
the  more  pushing  pharmacists  are  touting  for  orders  by 
sending  messengers  on  bicycles  to  likely  houses  to  inquire 
for  prescriptions.  These  cyclists  also,  at  times,  carry  a  bag 
of  everyday  remedies  to  supply  immediate  wants,  which 
might  be  sometimes  useful,  but  is  certainly  illegal. 

One  of  the  numerous  so-called  medical  papers  which  exist 
here  appears  to  be  endeavouring  to  organise  an  association 
between  doctors  and  pharmacists  on  its  own  account.  There 
is  a  slight  novelty  in  this  proposed  association,  as  it  enters 
the  domain  of  philanthropy.  The  pharmacists  supporting 
the  scheme  are  promised  the  patronage  of  "an  important 
group  of  physicians,"  and  a  certain  percentage  of  sales  made 
by  the  former  is  to  go  towards  providing  a  fund  for  the 
relief  of  doctors  in  necessitous  circumstances. 

It  is  stated  that  a  million  copies  have  been  printed  of  the 
circular  headed  "  A  Public  Danger  "  of  which  a  summary  was 
given  in  the  C.  $  D.  of  September  11  last.  Addressed  to 
"  An  intelligent  public  that  cares  for  its  dearest  interests,"  it 
commences  with  the  phrase  :  "  The  pharmacien's  profession 
is  undergoing  a  trial  that  menaces  its  very  existence  and 
constitutes  a  grave  danger  for  the  public  health  ;  "  it  ends 
with  :  "  Will  you  sacrifice  your  family  with  a  light  heart  to 
enrich  a  few  scoundrels  who  laugh  at  you  and  dishonour  a 
profession  that  is  respectable  amongst  all  1  "  It  is  of  course 
meant  as  an  attack  on  cutting-pharmacies.  •  • '. 


Proprietor  :  "  What  in  the  world  are  you  taking  alum 
for?"  New  Assistant :  "Want  to  contract  my  stomach  so 
that  I  can  live  within  my  salary." 


Hustralaeian  IRcws. 


[From  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  Febru- 
ary 1, 1898,  copies  of  which,  price  Qd.,  may  be  obtained  on 
application  tu  the  Fullislier.'J 


N.S.W.  Pharmacy. — There  are  433  names  on  the  phar- 
maceutical register  this  year,  as  compared  with  491  last 
year  ;  but  there  is  no  decrease  in  the  number  of  chemists  in 
the  colony.  A  large  number  have  not  come  forward  to 
register  under  the  new  Act,  and  they  will  have  to  pay  the 
penalty  by-and-by. 

Opium  foe  the  Chinaman. — The  Queensland  Govern- 
ment has  issued  fresh  regulations  affecting  the  sale  of  opium 
to  Chinese  Formerly  neither  the  doctor  nor  the  chemist 
could  sell  the  drug  to  them  ;  but  now  certain  recognised 
Chinese  firms  in  every  town  are  to  be  licensed  to  sell,  in  stated 
quantities,  the  Chinaman's  chief  solace. 

Queensland  Pharmacy  Board's  House — The  C.  B.  A. 
of  March  1  contains  several  pictures  of  the  new  house  in 
Brisbane  winch  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  the  Colony  has 
acquired.  The  illustrations  show  the  exterior,  the  Registrar's 
office,  the  Board-room,  dispensary,  laboratory,  and  lecture- 
room.  The  Board  does  not  pretend  to  the  luxuriousness  oi 
Bloomsbury  Square,  but  in  fitting  the  laboratory  and  other 
practical  departments  they  have  ensured  that  students 
should  have  everything  requisite  for  doing  work  quickly  and 
well. 

Examination  on  Oath  is  a  novelty  in  pharmaceutical 
registration.  To  the  New  South  Wales  Pharmacy  Board 
belongs  the  credit  of  having  initiated  the  idea  at  their  meet- 
ing on  February  10,  when  Mr.  Edward  Arthur  Harwood 
applied  for  registration  under  the  new  Act,  stating  that  he 
had  been  in  business  at  Newtown  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act.  Mr.  Walter  Trafford,  a  pharmacist  with  a  Queensland 
certificate,  thereupon  informed  the  Board  that  the  applicant 
was  only  a  doctor's  assistant  at  Newtown,  and  offered  to 
prove  his  assertion.  This  gave  the  Board  the  opportunity  to 
examine  both  men  on  oath,  and  after  a  three-hours'  hearing 
the  applicant  was  refused  registration. 

Pharmaceutical  Reciprocity. — At  present  there  seems 
no  hope  of  a  revival  of  the  inter-colonial  reciprocity  scheme. 
In  the  annual  report  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Victoria 
the  matter  is  referred  to,  and  the  difficulty  with  New  South 
Wales  passed  over  pleasantly,  for  the  Council  hopes,  in  spite 
of  the  apparent  deadlock,  that  ere  the  close  of  another  year 
"reciprocity  between  Victoria  and  the  parent-colony  at 
least  will  be  ah  accomplished  fact  "  Reciprocity  between 
Victoria  and  the  Cape  has  been  arranged.  The  report 
states  that  Queensland  has  a  strong  desire  for  reciprocity  with 
the  Southern  Colonies,  but  we  observe  that  Mr.  Watkins, 
a  member  of  the  Queensland  Board,  reported  that  while 
in  Sydney  he-  had  consulted  members  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Board,  but  had  not  gone  very  deeply  into  the 
matter.  He  thought  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  no 
united  action  would  be  taken,  but  that  reciprocity  would 
come  by  degrees.  As  a  basis  of  agreement  it  was  proposed 
to  accept  Registers  as  they  stood  at  the  time  of  first  recipro- 
cating, and  afterwards  to  admit  only  those  who  were  quali- 
fied by  examination. 

Ph  abm act  versus  Public  Instruction. — The  friends  of 
Mr.  R.  T.  Bellemey,  President  of  the  N.S.W.  Pharmacy 
Board,  have  a  high  opinion  of  his  ability  as  a  chemist  and 
shrewdness  as  a  man.  An  American  recently  joined  with  a 
Sydneyite  in  placing  on  the  market  a  patent  for  the  produc- 
tion of  atmospheric  gas,  and  they  got  Mr.  Jacob  Garrard, 
^Minister  for  Public  Instruction,  as  chairman  of  the  company. 
Tt^ere  was  a  rush  for  the  shares,  but  Mr.  Bellemey  told  all 
his  friends  to  "  ca'  canny  " — there  was  nothing  in  it  but  some 
benzoline  flavoured  with  citronella.  It  was  ultimately 
found  that  the  gas  was  nothing  except  air  saturated  with 
ether  and  citronella,  but  this  was  not  discovered  until  the 
two  companv^omoters  had  left  for  'Frisco  with  4,000/.,  and 
Mr.  Garrard  bad' damaged  himself  considerably  by  experi- 
menting with  the  gas,  which  went  off  too  soon,  and  caused  a 
serious  explosion,  a  rush  of  fire-brigades,  and  a  commotion 
in  Pitt  Street  which  was  extraordinary.    The  public  instruc- 
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tion  by  the  daily  papers  which  immediately  followed  this 
demonstration  convinced  the  promoters  that  'Frisco  was  a 
more  desirable  haven  for  them. 

The  Victorian  Society. — The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Australasia  (whose  operations  are  confined  to  Victoria, 
each  of  the  other  colonies  having  a  society  of  its  own),  held 
its  annual  meeting  on  March  24.  The  forty-first  annual 
report  was  passed  at  the  February  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  the  Society.  There  is  nothing  particularly 
interesting  to  extra-colonial  chemists  about  the  report, 
except  in  regard  to  the  Society's  College,  which  appears  to 
have  been  attended  by  at  least  seventy-one  students  (the 
number  who  entered  for  the  class  exams.),  but  some  of  these 
were  medical  students.  Mr.  Sydney  Plowman,  F.R  C.S.,  had 
acted  as  locum  tenens  in  lecturing  to  the  medical  students. 
The  Society  is  slightly  embarrassed  financially.  Apart  from 
the  College  of  Pharmacy  its  net  income  in  1897  was 
280/.  8s.  6d.  and  it  spent  398/.  Is.  3d.,  but  200/.  of  this  went 
for  building  and  100/.  on  journals.  The  College  of  Pharmacy 
brings  out  more  respectable  totals.  Last  year  students 
contributed  937/.  6s.  in  fees,  and  the  Government  gave  550/. 
The  expenditure  was  1,478/.  0s.  4rZ.,  of  which  950/.  went  in 
"salaries  of  staff,"  128/.  in  wages,  101/  6>'  6d.  in  examiners' 
fees,  and  102/.  14s..  6d  in  laboratory-fittings. 


Soutb  Hfrtcan  IRews. 

(From  our  Correspondents.') 


Gratitude  in  the  Transvaal  — The  following  singular 
death  announcement  appeared  lately  in  the  Krugersdorp 
Siutinel  : — 

Suit. — On  the  28th  inst.,  Amy  Jane  Mary  Smit,  eldest  daughter 
of  John  and  William  Smit,  aged  1  day  2h  hours. 

The  bereaved  and  heartbroken  parents  beg  to  tender  their 
hearty  thanks  to  Dr.  Featon  for  his  unremitting  attention  during 
the  illness  of  deceased,  and  for  the  moderate  brevity  of  his  bill. 
Also  to  Mrs.  Williams  for  the  loan  of  clean  sheets,  to  Mrs.  Jurgens 
for  running  to  the  doctor,  and  to  Mr.  Le  Roux  for  recommending 
mustard  plasters. 

Saffron  neither  Food  nor  Drug. — D.  K.  Petersen, 
trading  as  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists. 
Cape  Town,  was  summoned  on  April  5,  for  selling  adulterated 
saffron.  The  Chief  of  Police  prosecuted,  and  the  Hon.  J. 
Rose-Innes,  Q.C.,  M.L.A..  defended.  Mr.  Kayser  watched  the 
case  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
The  purchase  of  saffron  at  defendant's  shop  having  been 
proved,  Mr.  Petersen  explained  thit  the  saffron  was  sold  in 
the  same  condition  as  received  from  England.  His  agents 
in  London  were  careful  only  to  buy  from  reliable  houses ; 
if,  on  arrival  of  any  particular  drug,  it  did  not  come  up  to 
the  standard  from  appearance,  or  there  was  the  slightest 
question  as  to  quality,  he  had  it  analysed.  As  far  as  he 
could  judge  from  appearance  the  sample  of  saffron  was  a 
particularly  good  one.  The  Government  analysis  which  was 
put  in  was  as  follows  :— 

100  parts  genuine  saffron. 
9    „      soluble  potash  salts. 
4    „     barium  sulphate. 

113  parts  in  all. 

James  Herd  Millar,  Ph.C.  Gt.  Brit.,  said  he  was  employed  by 
the  firm  of  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  and  he  analysed  a  sample  of 
saffron  taken  from  the  same  supply  as  that  obtained  by  the 
police.  His  report  was  practically  the  same.  The  insoluble 
ash  contained  4  per  cent,  of  barium  sulphate,  a  matter  which 
had  been  added  to  increase  the  weight.  Dr.  Hewat  stated 
that  saffron  was  never  used  as  a  medicine,  only  as  a  colour- 
ing-agent. Mr.  W.  F.  H.  Pocock  corroborated  the  doctor's 
statement  Mr.  Harry  Evans  (of  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.)  said 
fie  had  had  extensive  experience  in  the  colony  and 
m  Great  Britain,  and  he  was  responsible  for  the 
firms  products,  whether  manufactured  or  imported. 
Questioned  as  to  whether  he  had  any  reason  to  suspect  this 
particular  lot  of  saffron,  he  replied  he  had  not-in  fact,  he 
thought  it  an  excellent  article  from  appearance.  Mr.  Innes, 
tor  the  defendant,  pointed  out  that  saffron  was  not  a  food, 


and  from  the  evidence  given  it  was  not  a  drug,  although  it 
appeared  in  the  B.P.  He  quoted  the  beeswax  case,  Fowle 
v.  Fowle  (C.  <5-  .£>.,  November  7,  1893),  when  it  was  decided 
that  beeswax,  notwithstanding  the  fact  of  its  being  in  the 
B.P ,  was  not  a  drug.  Such  articles  as  cochineal,  starch, 
lard,  &c,  were  never  used  as  medicines.  Supposing  they 
were,  the  police  must  have  prosecuted  either  on  the  ground 
that  saffron  was  a  food  or  a  drug.  And  he  thought  the 
Magistrate  had  ample  evidence  to  prove  that  the  prose- 
cution was  not  conducted  properly  and  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act.  The  Magistrate  in  summing  up  said 
the  defendant  had  evidently  not  intended  to  sell  saffron 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  and  that  saffron  did 
not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.    Therefore  the  case  would  be  dismissed. 

Counter-prescribing  in  SouTn  Africa. — Mr.  Alfred 
Ernest  Arthur  Tothill,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bree  Street, 
Cape  Town,  was  charged  oa  March  23  with  practising  es 
a  physician  without  a  licence.  The  prosecution  was  insti- 
tuted under  the  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act,  and  the  penalty 
is  100/.  or  twelve  months'  imprisonment.  The  evidence  of 
a  cart-driver  was  to  the  effect  that  as  far  back  as  December 
last  he  fell  sick,  went  into  Mr.  Tothill's  shop  and  obtained  from 
Mr.  Tothill  a  bottle  of  medicine,  for  which  he  paid  2s.  6d. 
Mr.  Tothill  examined  him  at  the  time.  Witness  returned  on 
various  occasions,  altogether  about  eight  times,  receiving 
medicine  each  time,  for  which  he  paid.  He  had  also 
tried  Dr.  Wilson,  who  gave  him  a  prescription  for  medi- 
cine, which  was  the  same  as  he  obtained  from  Mr.  Tothill. 
He  paid  the  same  price  for  Dr.  Wilson's  medicine  at  a 
chemist's  as  he  paid  Mr.  Tothill,  who  only  charged  for 
his  medicine.  Dr.  Arderne  Wilson,  who  was  stated  to  be  a 
partner  with  Dr.  Scholtrr,,  deposed  that  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  Mr.  Tothill  was  usurping  the  functions  of  a 
licensed  medical  practitioner.  Witness  brought  the  circum- 
stances to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Council,  who  had 
taken  action.  After  evidence  from  Dr.  John  Hewat,  Mr. 
Tothill,  in  reply  to  the  Magistrate,  said  "  I  was  in  practice 
when  the  Act  came  into  force.  I  hold  the  Governor's  licence 
as  an  apothecary,  and  I  am  not  guilty."  The  accused  was 
then  formally  committed  for  trial,  and  was  admitted  to  bail 
in  one  surety  of  20/. — On  the  case  coming  up  again,  the 
Magistrate  referred  the  matter  to  the  Attorney-General, 
who  has  informed  Mr.  Tothill's  law  agent  that  the  Crown 
declines  to  prosecute.  The  affair  is  now  closed.  Our  Cape 
correspondent  called  on  Mr.  Tothill  just  before  the  mail  left, 
and  found  him  very  jubilant  over  his  success.  Under  the 
Act  which  was  in  force  when  Mr.  Tothill  passed  the  Govern- 
ment examination,  he  considers  himself  entitled,  as  an 
apothecary,  to  suggest  medicines  for  ailments,  and  to  make 
up  such  medicines  and  sell  them  without  a  prescription 
from  a  physician.  Mr.  Tothill  was  unable  to  say  whether 
an  apothecary  of  1869  holds  more  power  as  regards  pre- 
scribing than  the  colonial  chemist  of  1898.  He  intends, 
however,  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  matter,  and  is  arrang- 
ing a  deputation  to  the  proper  authorities  to  gain  that  end. 
The  Cape  Times,  referring  to  the  case,  says  :  "The  refusal  of 
the  Law  Department  to  prosecute  in  the  charge  brought 
against  a  Cape  Town  chemist  for  tendering  advice  to  a 
customer  clears  the  air  somewhat  upon  an  important  point, 
and  one  of  great  interest  to  the  community.  One  can  only 
be  thankful  that  the  Department  have  taken  so  sensible  a 
course." 


Colonial  ano  foreign  iRem 

Women  Winning. — The  New  Tori:  Medical  Record  states 
that  there  are  now  4,500  women  doctors  in  America,  as  against 
527  in  1870. 

Cocaine  v.  Eucaine.— The  manufacture  of  cocaine  at 
Callao,  savs  the  British  Consul  there,  fell  off  considerably 
during  1897  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  "euooin" 
[eucaine]. 

Women  Pharmacists  Abroad. — An  order  has  just  be<>n 
passed  in  Roumania  permitting  women  to  own  pharmacies 
on  the  same  conditions  as  men.  It  is  stated  that  there  ate 
more  than  twenty-nine  women-pharmacists  owning  phar- 
macies in  Russia. 
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Saccharin  in  Austria. — A  new  and  somewhat  stringent 
law  has  come  into  force  in  Austria-Hungary,  regulating 
the  sale  of  saccharin  so  that  its  use  may  not  detract  from 
the  sugar- tax. 

War-taxes. — Among  the  additional  taxes  to  be  imposed 
in  the  United  States  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  war  with  Spain 
are  stamp-charges  on  mineral  waters,  wines,  telegrams, 
proprietary  medicines,  perfumery,  and  cosmetics. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Leader  — Mr.  P.  S.  Aurelian, 
pharmacist,  one  of  the  deputies  to  the  Roumanian  Parlia- 
ment, has  occupied  the  position  of  Minister  of  Instruction, 
and  is  now  the  leader  of  the  Parliamentary  Progressive 
group. 

Aconite  for  Tormentol. — A  Budapest  druggist  gave  a 
woman,  the  other  day,  aionite-root  in  place  of  tormentol. 
She  wanted  it  for  a  child  who  was  suffering  from  diarrhoea, 
and  promptly  boiled  the  root  she  obtained  in  wine,  and  gave 
the  child  a  dose.    It  died  before  the  doctor  arrived. 

Ayer  ».  Ayer. — The  manufacturers  of  Ayer's  sarsa- 
parilla  have  obtained  an  injunction  against  two  persons,  one 
named  W.  V.  K.  Ayer,  who  were  selling  a  sarsaparilla 
compound  with  the  simple  word  "Ayer's"  upon  it.  The 
injunction  compels  the  defendants  to  use  the  full  title 
W.  V.  K.  Ayer  &  Co  on  the  labels,  &C. 

Trade  marks  in  Venezuela  The  following  firms  have 

made  application  to  the  Venezuelan  Government  for  the 
registration  of  their  trade-marks  : — Lubin  &  Co.,  Paris  ;  Bovril 
Company,  London  (to  cover  a  food  substance)  ;  Gustav  Mellin, 
London  (Mellin's  Food)  ;  and  the  proprietors  of  Phosphotine, 
who  have  applied  through  Chassaing  &  Co.,  Paris. 

Surprised  Shareholders —The  shareholders  of  the 
Emerson  Drug  Company,  of  Baltimore,  received  a  pleasant 
surprise  on  March  1,  in  the  shape  of  an  announcement 
from  the  company  that  a  dividend  of  $42  per  share  had  been 
declared.  The  company  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  the  par 
value  of  the  stock  being  only  $25,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  next  issue  of  this  stock  will  bring  in  very  heavy  sub- 
scriptions. 

International  Congress  of  Chemistry. — Particulars 
have  now  been  issued  by  the  Vienna  committee  of  the 
International  Congress  of  Chemistry,  which  is  to  be  held  in 
Vienna  from  July  23  to  August  2.  The  official  laaguages 
chosen  are  German,  French,  and  English.  Pharmaceutical 
chemistry  will  be  included  in  the  subjects  dealt  with,  bat 
chemical  industry  generally,  agricultural  chemistry,  the 
analysis  of  food  and  drugs,  and  medical  chemistry  will  re- 
ceive prominent  attention.  The  address  of  the  committee  is 
Schonburgstrasse  6,  Vienna. 

Another  Invasion. — The  largest  consignment  of  condi- 
ments that  ever  lefc  America  for  foreign  shores  is  now 
on  the  water.  It  was  shipped  by  the  Heinz  Pickle  and 
Preserve  Company,  of  Pittsburg,  and  consists  of  five  car- 
loads, which  were  brought  per  special  express  train  to  New 
York  for  shipment.  The  greater  part  of  the  consignment 
will  be  consumed  in  London,  while  the  remainder  goes  to 
Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  Britain  is  a  new  market  for 
American  condiments,  and  the  invasion  of  this  market  some- 
what staggers  the  British  manufacturer. 

Bad  Trade  in  Canada. — According  to  the  Canada'm 
Druggist,  business  in  Montreal  is  not  all  good.  Boisseau's 
departmental  store  has  made  an  assignment,  and  #110,000 
is  mentioned  as  the  amount  of  the  liabilities.  This  following 
so  soon  after  the  big  St.  Louis  departmental-store  failure, 
says  our  contemporary,  ought  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  public, 
and  especially  the  wholesale  dealers  and  manufacturers  who 
cater  so  earnestly  for  this  sort  of  trade.  It  is  reported  that 
another  Montreal  pharmacy,  which  has  been  only  a  short  time 
in  existence,  is  in  difficulties,  and  there  is  a  talk  of  others. 

Poison  and  Tragedy. — A  woman  in  Hungary  went  to  a 
chemist's  shop  the  other  day  for  some  "  Wind-  and  Gall- 
pulver"  for  her  husband,  and  in  error  the  assistant  supplied 
her  with  a  mixture  of  powdered  cavadilla  and  powdered 
tobacco,  which  is  largely  used  by  the  working-people  of 
Hungary  to  make  a  lotion  for  the  head  The  man  took  the 
powder  and  died,  whereupon  the  assist  uit  shot  himself  with 
a  revolver,  and  died  the  next  day,  and  the  apotheker  hiaa- 
self  tried  to  commit  suicide  with  a  revolver,  but  was 
prevented,  and  ultimately  s  vallowed  a  fatal  dose  of 
strychnine 


Co-operative  Pharmacy  in  Roumania— Under  the- 
name  of  "Centrala"  a  company  has  been  formed  ia 
Roumania,  principally  at  the  instigation  of  the  Pharmacy 
Club  of  Bucharest  and  some  colleagues  in  the  provinces,  for 
the  purpose  of  trading  on  a  wholesale  scale  in  all  kinds  of 
drnsreists'  produce.  The  capital  (if  the  company  is  about 
40,000/ ,  but  only  a  quarter  of  this  is  to  be  issued  at  present, 
and  a  beginning  has  been  made  by  the  Bucharest  chemists,, 
who  have  subscribed  6,640/.  The  Centrala  will  engage  in 
the  manufacture  of  capsules,  plasters,  chemical  products, 
and  all  kinds  of  chemical  preparations,  as  well  as  the  raw 
materials. 

Nitric  Acid  in  the  Streets.— A  few  days  ago,  while 
a  dray  laden  with  carboys  of  nitric  acid  and  drawn  by  ;j 
pair  of  horses,  was  proceeding  along  the  Rue  de  Laeken, 
Brussels,  several  of  the  carboys  were  smashed,  and  the  acid 
spurted  over  both  horses  and  driver.  The  man  rushed  along 
the  street  shrieking  frantically,  and  the  horses  reared  and 
plunged,  causing  further  breakage.  A  very  serious  disaster 
might  have  occurred  but  for  the  promptitude  of  a  chemical- 
manufacturer,  whose  place  was  close  at  hand,  who  procured 
a  quantity  of  magnesia  and  powdered  chalk,  which  he  freely 
powdered  over  the  horses,  and  was  able  by  this  means  so 
far  to  alleviate  their  sufferings  as  to  bring  them  under 
control. 

The  Montreal  College  of  Pharmacy  is  the  proud 
possessor  of  a  flag  which  is  a  beautiful  construction  of 
myrtle  green  and  red  double  silk.  It  is  6  feet  long  by  4  feet 
wide,  and  bordered  with  bullion  lace.  The  ebony  stick  is 
10  feet  long,  surmounted  by  a  gold  knob  and  college-colour 
ribbons,  with  the  handle  bound  in  red  plush.  On  one  side 
of  the  flag  the  inscription  "  Ex  Nihilo — Nihil  "  is  worked  out 
in  gold  letters.  On  the  other  side  a  serpent,  picked  out  in 
black  and  trold,  twines  round  a  silver  mortar,  which  rests  on 
the  B.P.,  1898.  The  lettering  is  "  Etudiants  Pharmaciens." 
This  is  used  in  compliment  to  the  French  section  of  the 
students,  who  took  the  initiative  in  getting  the  emblem  and 
paying  for  it. 

Synthesis  of  Codeine. — Bayer's  new  process  for  the 
synthesis  of  codeine  (DR.P.,  No.  92,789)  consists  in  adding 
to  a  cold  ethylic  solution  of  diazomethane,  the  strength  of 
which  has  previously  been  determined  by  titration  with 
iodine,  an  equal  molecular  proportions  of  morphine  in  very 
fine  powder,  or,  better,  dissolved  in  absolute  methylic  or 
ethylic  alcohol.  As  soon  as  the  nitro-compound  begins  to 
change  colour  the  solvent  may  be  removed  by  evaporation, 
and  the  codeine,  which,  if  it  does  not  spontaneously|solidify, 
does  so  on  rubbing  with  dilute  alkali,  may  be  purified  in  the 
ordinary  manner.  The  claim  of  the  patent  is  for  the  pre- 
paration of  codeine  or  methylation  [of  morphine  by  means 
of  diazomethane. 

Explosion  in  a  New  York  Drug-store.— A  serious 
explosion  occurred  on  April  6  at  the  drug-store  of  Mr.  B.  F. 
Quackenbush,  703  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  which 
wrecked  the  establishment  and  seriously  injured  an  assistant. 
A  woman  brought  in  a  prescription  calling  for  a  mixture 
of  chlorate  of  potash  and  salicylate  of  soda  in  equal  pro- 
portions— |  lb.  of  each.  Mr.  Quackenbush  handed  the  pre- 
scription to  his  assistant,  Mr.  G.  A.  Palmer,  who  proceeded 
to  mix  the  two  ingredients  in  a  stone  mortar.  -  Meanwhile 
the  customer,  who  said  she  would  wait  for  the  powder,  left 
the  shop,  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  the  explosion 
took  place.  The  mortar  was  shivered  to  atoms,  and  part 
of  it  blown  through  a  counter,  the  woodwork  of  which 
took  fire.  Two  plate-glass  windows  were  blown  out ;  many 
bottles  were  broken,  and  Palmer  was  thrown  back  about  a 
dozen  feet  with  a  gash  in  his  forehead,  and  his  clothes  torn 
into  tatters.  The  proprietor,  who  was  only  a  few  feet  from 
his  assistant  at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  was  almost  un- 
injured, but  Palmer  has  been  taken  to  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
where  little  hope  is  entertained  of  his  recovery,  as  it  is  feared 
that  he  is  fatally  injured  internally. 


A  Tax  on  Dutch  Genius.  —  In  the  South  African 
Republic  every  patentee  is  required  to  pay  as  a  patent  fee 
the  sum  of  35/.,  and  in  addition  to  this  a  deposit  of  100/. 
must  be  made  as  a  security  against  any  possible  opponent's 
costs.  These  charges  are  proving  successful  in  strangling 
1  invention,  supposing  the  Boers  are  inclined  that  way. 
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ELLIMAN  v.  FLATHER. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  on  April  23,  before  Mr.  Justice 
North,  Mr.  Ingpen  asked  for  judgment  in  default  of  defence 
in  the  case  of  Elliman  v.  Flather,  who  was  stated  to  carry  on 
business  at  Chorlton  upon-Medlock.  The  action  was 
brought  to  restiain  the  defendant  from  advertising  the  sale 
of  a  recipe  for  the  manufacture  of  Elliman's  embrocation, 
■or  an  embrocation  similar  to  that  made  by  the  plaintiffs.  An 
interim-injunction  had  been  granted,  but  it  was  asked  that 
the  injunction  might  be  so  extended  as  to  restrain  the 
defendant  from  using  the  name  Elliman  in  connection  with 
any  recipe  for  the  manufacture  of  embrocations  or  liniments. 
His  Lordship  gave  judgment  as  asked. 


THE  BORAX  COMPANY  (LIMITED). 
In  the  Chancery  Division,  on  April  23,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Romer,  this  company  presented  a  petition  for  the  sanction  of 
the  Court  to  a  reduction  of  its  capital.  The  company  was 
formed  in  1887  with  a  capital  of  1,000,000/.,  to  work  a  con- 
cession of  certain  borax-grounds  in  Asia  Minor,  which  were 
'thought  to  be  the  only  grounds  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 
Since  then  others  had  been  discovered,  and  the  company  had 
not  got  the  monopoly  they  anticipated.  Then  the  McKinley 
tariff'  had  ruined  their  trade  in  America,  the  duty  being 
greater  than  the  whole  value  of  the  products.  Mr.  Farwell, 
■Q.C.,  appeared  for  the  company.  Mr.  Justice  Romer 
sanctioned  the  reduction  of  the  capital  from  1.000,003/.  to 
■250,000/.,  divided  into  shares  of  6s.  8d.  each,  and  dispensed 
with  the  further  use-of  the  words  "and  reduced." 


UNDERWRITING  HOMOCEA. 

Anothek  of  the  interesting  cases  arising  out  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Homocea  Company  (Limited)  came  before 
.Mr.  Justice  Ridley  and  a  common  jury  on  April  21  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division.  The  defendant  this  time  was  a 
Mr.  Holman,  and  Mr.  Marshall,  Q.C.,  for  the  plaintiff  com- 
pany, said  they  claimed  10s.  per  share  on  1  440  shares,  which 
it  was  alleged  the  defendant  had  underwritten.  He  under- 
took to  take  shares,  the  consideration  being  10  per  cent  on 
such  shares  as  he  took.  He  applied  for  5,000  preference 
shares,  and  his  offer  was  accepted  to  the  extent  of  2  000 
shares,  so  that  he  stood  to  profit  by  200/  on  the  transaction 
dn  case  the  public  subscribed  the  full  number.  The  under- 
writing letter  was  signed  by  the  defendant  and  accepted  by 
the  promoters  of  the  company.  Major-General  Barwell  and 
others.  Defendant  undertook  to  take  the  shares  on  or  before 
/the  closing  of  the  lists.  The  public  did  not  subscribe  the 
requisite  amount,  and  a  call  had  to  be  made  on  the  under- 
writers to  the  extent  of  72  per  cent.,  defendant's  proportion 
•being  1,440  shares,  in  respect  of  which  the  present  claim  was 
■made.  These  were  allotted  to  him  in  due  form,  and  applica- 
tion was  made  to  him  for  the  amount  due.  He  did  not 
reply,  but  eventually,  after  proceedings  had  been  taken,  he 
put  in  the  defence  that  the  application  was  conditional  and 
merely  a  matter  of  form,  and  was  accepted  as  such.  Counsel's 
instructions  were  that  there  were  no  conditions  whatever. 
Formal  evidence  having  been  given  by  the  secretary  of  the 
company  and  other  witnesses, 

Mr.  Stephen  Lynch,  who  appeared  for  the  defendant,  said 
'he  had  no  witnesses. 

Mr.  Justice  Ridley  said  he  could  see  no  question  for  the 
jury,  who  were  dismissed.  His  Lordship,  however,  expressed 
'his  regret  that  the  promoters  of  the  company — Captain 
Mercer  and  Major-General  Barwell— had  not  been  called. 

Mr.  Lynch  then  proceeded  to  argue  the  points  of  law.  He 
said  the  words  in  the  contract  were,  "  I  will,  on  or  before 
the  time  appointed  for  the  closing  of  the  lists  for  the  sub- 
scription of  shares,  or  on  your  request,  apply  for  5,000  shares." 
Therefore,  before  any  obligation  fell  upon  him,  a  request 
must  be  made  upon  him  to  make  his  application  for  a 
certain  number  of  shares.  That  was  a  condition  precedent 
to  liability.  The  time  was  limited  to  before  the  closing  of 
the  lists.  In  other  words,  the  company  could  not  stand  to 
win  only  and  not  to  lose.  He  should  have  been  told  what 
his  position  was  before  the  closing  of  the  lists.    The  lists 


closed  on  May  8,  but  Homocea  was  a  frost  in  the  market. 
There  were  only  applications  from  the  public  for  something 
like  3,400  shares.  Hoping  against  hope,  they  waited  until 
the  14th,  a  week  after  the  closing  of  the  lists,  before  they 
gave  defendant  intimation. 

His  Lordship  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  defendant's 
liability  was  complete  according  to  the  contract.  There 
would,  therefore,  be  judgment  for  plaintiff  for  720/.  and  costs. 

COUNTY-COURT  CASES. 

Exhibition  Business. 

On  April  21,  in  the  Westminster  County  Court,  before 
Judge  Lumley  Smith,  Holloway's  Wine  Company  sued  a 
grocer  of  Egham,  named  White,  for  22s.  Plaintiffs'  case  was 
that  they  had  a  stall  at  the  last  Grocers'  Exhibition  at  the 
Agricultural  Hall,  and  that  defendant  gave  them  an  order 
for  goods  to  the  value  of  31.  9s.  These  were  sent  in  two 
cases,  one  of  which,  to  the  value  of  21.  7s  ,  was  returned,  the 
remainder  never  coming  back.  In  answer  to  the  learned 
Judge,  the  secretary  to  the  plaintiff  company  was  unable  to 
explain  the  meaning  of  '■  A.P.S."  after  Mr.  Holloway's  name, 
but  said  he  was  an  analytical  chemist.  The  postcard  pro- 
duced was  probably  written  by  him.  It  stated  that  tbey  had 
defendant's  signed  order  for  the  goods. 

Defendant  said  he  went  to  the  exhibition,  and  was  shown 
samples  of  the  plaintiffs'  things  and  pressed  to  give  an 
order,  which  he  resolutely  refused  to  do.  Soon  afterwards 
the  carrier  tendered  some  cases,  which  were  not  taken  in. 
He  never  gave  an  order  for  the  goods,  and  did  not  want 
them.    They  were  returned. 

Judgment  was  given  for  the  defendant,  with  costs. 

The  Che.miot's  Lodger. 

At  Southwark  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Judge 
Addison,  Q.C.,  Arthur  Oldcorn,  chemist,  carrying  on  the 
Pavilion  Pharmacy,  Piccadilly  Circus,  aid  179  Westminster 
Bridge  Road,  sued  a  Mrs.  Lawrence,  described  as  a  "  widow 
lady  of  independent  means,"  now  residing  at  Hercules  Road, 
Lambeth,  for  21.  13s.  2d.  for  gas.  Plaintiff  said  that  the 
defendant  was  in  possession  of  a  flat  at  the  premises  in 
Westminster  Bridge  Road,  when  he  took  over  the  shop  and 
house.  The  account  was  for  gas  which  he  had  to  pay  the 
company  for.  A  somewhat  shabbily-dressed  Swiss,  who 
spoke  English  imperfectly,  appeared  and  said  he  was  the 
husband  of  Mrs.  Lawrence.  His  Honour :  How  can  you  be 
ber  husband  when  she  is  a  widow  ?  (Laughter.)  Witness: 
I  have  been  married  to  her  nine  years.  His  Honour  severely 
cross-examined  the  professed  husband,  and  ascertained  that 
he  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  had  never  gone  through  any  ceremony 
of  marriage.  Mrs.  Lawrence  had  sent  him  to  the  court. 
His  Honour  :  Then  Mrs.  Lawrence  is  a  very  wicked  English 
woman  to  send  you  here  to  pose  as  her  husband,  and  so  try 
and  defeat  this  claim,  when  she  knows  she  is  not  married  to 
you.  There  is  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  against  Mrs. 
Lawrence  for  the  amount  claimed,  with  all  the  costs  the 
case  allows,  and  immediate  execution. 


0a3ette, 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Green,  C.  D.,  and  Murphy,  F,,  under  the  style  of  Green  &  Murphy, 
Upper  Edmonton  and  Tottenham,  physicians  and  surgeon. 

rVIaggs,  O.  H.  A.,  and  Penny,  A.  F.,  under  the  style  of  Mages  & 
Penny.  Bullpits,  Buckingham  Palace  ltoad,  and  Oakley  Street,  Chelsea, 
S.W.,  general  medical  practitioners. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Fleming,  A.  J.,  under  the  style  of  John  Shaw,  M  D., 
and  A.  J.  Fleming,  Jt  D.,  Burlington  House,  WUlougUby  Road,  Hamp- 
stead,  and  Arkwright  Road,  Hampstead,  N.W.,  general  medical  prac- 
titioners. 

Skelton,  W.,  and  James,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Skelton  Brothers, 
Birmingham,  varnish  merchants  and  manufacturers, 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1390. 

Adjudications. 

Addingley,  Samuel,  Pontefract  and  Knottingley,  glass-bottle  manu- 
facturer. 

Locke  t,  Timothy,  Sheffield  manufacturing  chemist,  now  out  of 
bu  uess. 
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%\t  Iiritisb  fftcbical  Association  anb  iht 
Companies  Acts. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Bills  Committee  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  held  in  London  on  April  19, 
Dr.  Robert  Saundby,  President  of  the  Council,  in  the  chair, 
the  following  communication  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  was  read  : — 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 

67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Lublin, 

April  12th,  1898. 
Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  forward  you  a  copy 
of  the  prayer  to  a  petition  to  be  presented  to  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  in  the  name  of  this  Society,  and  to  solicit  your 
support. 

We  applied  to  give  evidence  before  the  House  of  Lords 
Committee  to  which  the  Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill  is 
referred,  and  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject  as  more  fully  explaining  the  position  in  which  the 
matter  stands. 

You  may  not  be  aware  that  already  not  only  are  limited 
companies  registered  to  transact  the  business  of  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  and  chemists  and  druggists,  but  also  as  apothecaries, 
and  in  one  case,  if  not  more,  to  "  carry  on  the  business  of  physicians 
and  surgeons." 

Although  our  Society,  as  a  licensing  body,  at  present  appears  to 
afford  most  scope  for  the  hunger  of  unqualified  capitalists,  it  is 
quite  certain,  unless  the  present  opportunity  is  availed  of,  all  the 
professions  are  bound  in  time  to  suffer. 

Whether  a  company  is  promoted  for  a  "  lawful  purpose  "  is  not 
investigated  by  the  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies,  or  con- 
sidered by  him  to  be  part  of  "  the  requirements  of  the  Act,"  nor  is 
there  any  means  of  cancelling  registration  when  it  is  effected. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Arthur  T.  Ferrall, 
The  Secretarv,  Registrar. 
British  Medical  Association. 


Copy  of  Prayer. 

"  And  we  pray  your  Right  Honourable  House  to  give  us  a 
remedy  for  this  state  of  tilings,  and  that  in  the  Bill  now  before 
your  Lordships'  House  to  amend  the  Conq.  an  es  Acts  a  clause  may 
be  inserted  in  effect,  that: — 

'  No  Company  may  be  registered  to  do  acts  for  which  a  course 
of  education  and  examination  are  requhel  to  qualify,  unless  each 
member  of  the  Company  is  qualified." 

Mr.  Horsley  said  that  any  quack  pharmacist,  quack  dentist, 
or  quack  medical  man  now  found  that  it  was  to  his  advantage 
not  to  practise  as  an  individual  as  he  formerly  did,  because 
that  would  bring  him  within  the  Pharmacy,  Dentists,  or 
Medical  Acts.  The  House  of  Lords  had  decided  that  a  com- 
pany was  not  a  person,  therefore  all  these  offenders  against 
the  law  had  to  do  was  to  turn  themselves  into  a  company, 
after  which  the  business  went  on  just  the  same.  There  were 
two  possible  means  of  remedying  this  evil :  one  was  to  obtain 
amendments  to  the  Medical  Acts,  to  the  Dentists  Acts,  and 
to  the  Pharmacy  Act ;  the  other  was  to  obtain  the  insertion 
in  the  Companies  Act  of  such  a  clause  as  that  now  suggested 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  which  was  similar 
to  a  proposal  which  had  been  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  England.  Of  the  two  means  of  procedure  the 
latter  appeared  to  be  the  more  likely  to  attain  .success.  The 
clause  would  prevent  a  company  beiDg  formed  for  specific 
purposes  requiring  practical  knowledge. 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Victor  Hur^ley,  seconded  by  Dr. 
J.  W.  Moore,  and  resolved  : — 

That  the  Parliamentary  Bills  Committee  recommend  to  the 
Coined  that  the  support  of  the  British  Medical  Association  should 
be  accorded  to  the  petition  presented  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

[The  full  details  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Phar  naceu'ical  Society  of  Ireland  and  the  Select  Com- 
m  ute  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  Companies  Acts  were 
p  iblishei  in  The  Chejiist  and  Druggist,  March  26,  1898, 
page  501.] 


An  Edinburgh  chemist  shows  us  that  even  modern 
Atheriins  make  slips  sometimes,  as,  for  instance,  when  they 
send  to  the  chemist  for  "  Alicerous-powder,"  "  brassic  acid,' 
and  "  coal  cram." 


Bew  <Eompanie0  ant>  Company 
Bern 

Epping  Natural  Mineral  Water  Company  (Limited), 
with  a  capital  of  2,000/.,  in  11.  shares,  to  take  over  and  carry 
on  the  business  of  a  company  of  the  same  name.  Registered 
office,  The  Brewery,  Kirkdale  Road,  Leytonstone,  E. 

May-Davis  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  mineral 
and  aerated  water  manufacturer  carried  on  by  Alfred  May- 
Davis,  at  Esher  Street,  Westminster,  as  "  A.  May-Davis  &c 
Co."  The  first  directors  are :  — Edward  Cousens  and  thc- 
vendor. 

Lancashire  Varnish  Manufacturing  Company 
(Limited).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To 
manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  varnish,  paint,  oil,  grease, 
chemicals,  drysalteries,  drugs,  feci  Registered  without 
articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  17  Grimshaw  Street, 
Preston. 

Griffin,  Woodcock  &  Cc.  (Limited).— Canital  10,000/ , 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business- 
of  mineral  and  aerated  water  manufacturers  carried  on  as 
"  Griffin  and  Berry,"  and  "  Woodcock  6c  Co.."  at  Hastings  an<") 
Rye,  Sussex,  and  at  Hawkhurst,  Kent.  Registered  office, 
Waldegrave  Street,  Hastings. 

Manchester  Viscose  Company  (Limited),  with  a 
capital  of  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares,  to  acquire  any  of  the  rights 
of  the  Viscose  Syndicate  (Limited),  in  respect  of  Letters 
Patent  No.  8.700  of  1892,  and  No.  4,713  of  1896,  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  the  Viscose  Syndicate  (Limited),  and  the 
Continentale  Viscose  Compagnie,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers  of  viscose  and  cellulose,  and  of  manufactur- 
ing chemists  and  druggists.  Among  the  subscribers  appears 
the  name  of  John  C.  Chorley,  chemist,  of  Lodge  Lane. 
Bewsey,  Warrington.  Registered  office,  5  Cross  Street, 
Manchester. 

L.  Rose  &  Company  (Limited).— Capital  150,C00/.,  in 
15,000  6/.  per  cent,  cumulative  prefeience  shares  of  5/.  each, 
and  75,C00  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each.  Objects  :  To  acquire- 
the  business  carried  on  by  John  B.  Rose,  Charles  M.  Rose, 
and  Hugh  G.  Rose,  as  "  L.  Rose  &  Co.,"  at  11  Curtain  Road, 
Finsbury,  London  ;  at  41  Mitchell  Street,  Leith.  N.B. ;  and  at 
Roseau,  in  the  colony  of  Dominica,  in  the  West  Indies  ;  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  lime-growers,  lime-juice  ancJ 
lime-juice  cordial  manufacturers  and  merchants,  cocoa 
growers  and  manufacturers,  and  dealers  in  wines  and  spirits. 
The  first  directors  are  J.  B.  Rose,  C.  M.  Rose,  H.  G.  Rose 
(managing  directors),  and  E.  L.  Agar. 

Sutcliffes  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists 
and  druggists  carried  on  by  F.  W.  Sutcliffe  &  Co.  (Limited), 
at  113  Chadderton  Road,  Oldham.  The  first  subscribers 
(each  with  one  share)  are  : — Frederick  W.  Sutcliffe,  chemist's 
manager,  and  Mrs.  Annie  Sutcliffe,  High  Greenwood  Hall. 
Heptonstall,  Hebden  Bridge,  Yorks  ;  Wm.  Greenwood,  com- 
positor, and  Thomas  Greenwood,  machine-joiner,  186  Roch- 
dale Road,  Oldham  ;  Violet  N.  Webster,  288  Rochdale  Road, 
Oldham,  nurse;  Edwin  Sutcliffe,  113  Chadderton  Road, 
Oldham,  gentleman:  Mrs.  Sarah  Greenwood,  186  Rochdale 
Road,  Oldham.  Registered  without  articles  of  association. 
Registered  office,  113  Chadderton  Road,  Oldham. 

Billington  Lung-balsam  Company  (Limited). — Capi- 
tal 2, C00/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business 
of  wholesale  and  retail  chemists  and  druggists  carried  on  at 
21  New  Street,  Barnsley,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal 
in  "  Billington's  Lung-balsam  "  and  "  Hollingworth's  Kaffa- 
powder."  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — 
John  Carrington,  Westgate,  Barnsley,  solicitor;  John  H. 
Taylor,  10  Victoria  Road,  Barnsley,  C.E. ;  G.  E.  Hoey  and 
W.  Hoey,  jun.,  Huddersfield  Road,  Barnsley,  accountants; 
Wm.  Carrington,  4  Victoria  Road,  Barnsley,  clerk;  John  A. 
Elstone,  14  Market  Hill,  Barnsley,  cigar  importer;  Isaac 
Pryor,  15  New  Street,  Barnsley,  watchmaker.  The  first 
directors  are  John  Carrington,  John  A.  Elstone,  and  George- 
E.  Hoey.  Qualification,  50  shares.  Remuneration,  as  the 
company  may  decide.  Registered  office,  21  New  Street, 
Barnsley,  Yorks. 


April  30,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


697 


West  Kensington  Drug-stores  (Limited). — Capital 
1,000?.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of 
chemists  and  druggists  carried  on  at  1  Baron's  Court  Road, 
West  Kensington;  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  Arthur  D. 
Holmes  ;  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  drug-store  keepers, 
chemists,  druggists,  photographic-material  dealers,  patent- 
medicine  vendors,  perfumers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each 
with  one  share)  are  : — D.  U.  Samson,  74  Grosvenor  Road, 
Highbury,  N. ,  gentleman  ;  Frederick  C.  Bird,  Canons.  Rom- 
ford, Essex,  gentleman ;  Frank  A.  Briggs,  18  Bloemfontein 
Avenue,  Uxbridge  Road,  W.,  clerk ;  C.  Greenwood,  12  Ser- 
jeants' Inn,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  solicitor;  J.  B.  Whitehead, 
24  Gresley  Road,  Hornsey,  N.,  clerk;  Charles  Holland, 
1  Garnies  Street,  Sumner  Road,  S.E.,  clerk ;  Wm.  Heggerty, 
71  Sutherland  Street,  S.W.,  clerk.  Table  "A"  mainly 
applies.  Registered  office,  1  Baron's  Court  Road,  West 
Kensington,  W. 

Clinical  Research  Association  (Limited). — Capital 
25,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  of 
a  company  of  the  same  name  (registered  in  1894)  ;  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  the  said  old  company  and  its  liquidator  ; 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  examiners  and  analysers  of 
all  kinds  of  substances  and  liquids,  chemists,  druggists,  and 
importers  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharma- 
ceutical, medicinal,  chemical,  and  other  preparations.  The 
first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are:  —  E.  C.  Perry, 
physician,  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Perry,  Guy's  Hospital,  Southwark, 
S.E. ;  L.  E.  Shaw,  physician,  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Shaw,  10  St. 
Thomas'  Street,  Southwark,  S.E. ;  C.  H.  Wells,  1  Southwark 
Street,  S.E.,  accountant ;  Wm.  R.  Millar,  53  Borough  High 
Street,  S.E.,  solicitor;  John  Jones,  5  Dingwall  Avenue, 
Croydon,  Secretary  Croydon  General  Hospital.  The  first 
directors  are  Edwin  C.  Perry,  Lauriston  E.  Shaw,  and  Charles 
H.  Wells.    Registered  office,  1  Southwark  Street,  S  E. 

Vinolia  Company  (Limited). — Capital  100.000/.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Eggles- 
ton  Burrows  and  James  H.  Hartridge,  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  business  carried  on  as  "  Blondeau  &  Cie ''  at  Maiden 
Crescent,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.,  at  the  Lea  Bank  Soap-works, 
Carpenter's  Road,  Stratford,  E.,  and  elsewhere,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  soap  manufacturers,  perfumers,  oil  mer- 
chants, pharmaceutical,  manufacturing  and  general  chemists 
and  druggists,  toilet-requisite  manufacturers,  distillers  of 
glycerine  and  other  essential  oils,  cultivators  of  flowers, 
manufacturers  of  floral  pomades,  manufacturers  and  refiners 
of  alkali,  paper  and  metal  box  makers,  printers,  publishers, 
stationers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share) 
are : — -Eggleston  Burrows,  James  H.  Hartridge,  Maiden 
Crescent,  N.W.,  manufacturers  ;  Fletcher  J.  E.  Welch,  54 
Astbury  Road,  S.E  ,  advertisement  manager;  Henry  Garnett, 
38  Parolles  Road,  Upper  Holloway,  N.,  analytical  chemist; 
George  H.  Radford,  40  Chancery  Lane  W.C.,  solicitor; 
Pierre  Pasquet,  73  Adelaide  Road,  N.W..  perfumer ;  William 
Pinney,  92  Minet  Avenue,  Harlesden,  N.W.,  accountant  The 
first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  two  nor  more  than 
four)  are :— Eggleston  Burrows  and  James  H.  Hartridge. 
Qualification,  500/.    Remuneration,  50/.  each  per  annum. 


Chemische  Fabrik,  Heineichshall. — This  company  is 
•to  pay  a  dividend  of  6  per  cent,  on  the  last  year's  trading. 

Chemische  Fabrik  Griesheim  in  Frankfurt.  —  The 
report  for  1897  shows  gross  profits  amounting  to  l,Q03,760m., 
and  the  directors  recommend  a  dividend  of  16  per  cent., 
which  will  absorb  880,000m. 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited)  are  offering  70,000/.  worth  of 
4-per-cent.  debenture  stock  at  par  in  sums  of  10/.  or  multiples 
thereof.  The  purpose  of  this  stock  is  to  pay  off  existing 
debentures  for  10,000/.  at  4i  per  cent,  and  for  28,676?.  at 
5  per  cent.,  and  for  providing  capital  for  the  extension  of  the 
business.  The  security  is  the  leasehold  and  freehold  properties 
of  the  firm,  valued  at  81  935/.,  and  a  floating  charge  on  the 
whole  undertaking,  valued  at  134,715/.  18s.  Wd. 

L.  Rose  &  Co.  (Limited)  offers  15,000  6-per-cent.  cumu- 
lative preference  shares  of  5/.  each  for  subscription  at  par. 
The  company  acquires  the  business  of  L.  Rose  &  Co.,  of 
London,  Leith,  and  Roseau,  Dominica,  British  West  Indies, 
proprietors  of  Rose's  lime-juice  and  lime-juice  cordial.  The 
purchase-price  has  been  fixed  by  the  vendors  at  140,000/., 


payable  as  to  75,000/.  in  ordinary  shares  and  the  balance  in 
cash  or  preference  shares  at  the  option  of  the  company 

Schweppes  (Limited). — The  report  of  the  directors  for 
the  period  ended  December  31,  1897,  states  that  the  net 
profits  of  40,896/.  for  the  period  of  nearly  eight  months  are 
considered  satisfactory,  and  this  result  has  been  realized 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that,  following  a  decision  of  the 
board  of  the  old  company,  the  directors  determined,  as  from 
June  14  last,  to  reduce  the  charge  to  customers  for  bottles 
to  a  uniform  rate  of  Is.  per  dozen.  This,  as  was  foreseen, 
diminished  considerably  the  immediate  profit,  though  to  it 
is,  beyond  doubt,  to  a  great  extent  attributable  the  looked- 
for  increase  there  has  been  in  the  year's  sales  of  upwards  of 
a  million  and  a  half  bottles.  After  allowance  for  fees  of 
directors  and  trustees  for  debenture-stock  holders,  debenture- 
stock  interest,  and  income-tax,  there  is  a  sum  of  30,748/. 
available.  The  directors  propose  to  place  4,000/.  to  reserve, 
to  pay  a  final  dividend  for  six  months  on  the  ordinary  shares 
at  7  per  cent,  per  annum,  less  income-tax,  and  a  dividend  on 
the  deferred  shares  at  2  per  cent,  per  annum  from  May  31 
(the  due  date  of  the  final  instalment),  less  income-tax, 
leaving  to  be  carried  forward  1,616/. 

W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited). — Baron  do  Bush  presided 
at  the  first  annual  general  meeting  of  shareholders  in  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited),  held  at  Winchester  House  on 
Wednesday.  The  report  stated  that  the  profits  for  the  year 
amounted  to  28,322/.  9  s.  Id.,  being  3,057/.  lis.  Id.  in  excess 
of  the  profits  shown  in  the  prospectus  for  the  previous  year. 
T  he  directors  proposed  to  place  out  of  the  profits  4,000/.  to  a 
reserve  fund.  The  whole  of  the  preliminary  expenses  had 
been  written  off.  A  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary 
shares  was  recommended.  This,  after  paying  all  other 
liabilities,  lefc  383/.  18s.  Id.  to  carry  forward.  In  moving 
the  adoption  of  the  report  the  Chairman  informed  the  meet- 
ing that  the  annual  meeting  could  not  be  held  till  the  end  of 
April,  because  the  accounts  for  the  past  year  could  not  be 
received  earlier  from  the  foreign  agencies.  He  considered 
the  state  of  the  business  was  eminently  satisfactory.  As 
shown  in  the  report,  1,583/.  had  been  written  off  for  depre- 
ciation, which  was  a  larger  amount  than  that  debited  when 
the  concern  was  in  private  hands.  The  plant  had  been 
maintained  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  state.  They  had  for 
the  first  time  allowed  a  considerable  amount  for  bad  debts 
and  discounts,  in  case  they  occurred.  Sir  George  Chubb 
seconded  the  resolution,  and  the  report  was  adopted  and  the 
dividend  agreed  to.  Mr.  Robt.  Wigram  was  re-elected  a 
director,  and  Messrs.  Turquand,  Youngs  &Co.  were  re-elected 
auditors. 


Eraoe^fDarfos  BppUeo  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  April  20,  1898.) 

"  Chemotta  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medi- 
cine and  pharmacy.  By  Keys,  Hitch  &  Co.,  2  Talbot  Court, 
Gracechurch  Street,  E.C.,  merchants.  212,448. 

"  Amikal  ;  "  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  By  L.  E.  Granichstadten  &  Co.,  28a  Basing- 
hall  Street,  E.C.  212,460. 

Device  of  boy  flying  kite  ;  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for 
use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  A.  Oates,  Westgate 
Road,  Newoastle-on-Tyne,  wholesale  tea  and  coffee  dealer. 
212,812. 

Device  of  bird,  name  of  firm,  and  word,  "  Perdrix  "  ;  for  cutch. 
By  Bullock  Brothers  &  Co.  (Limited),  13  Fenchurch 
Avenue,  E.C,  merchants.  212,589. 

Device  and  wording,  "  Nirvana ;  "  for  substances  used  as  food  or 
ingredients  in  food  (including  arrowroot,  ginger,  spices,  cream 
of  tartar,  tartaric  acid,  bicarbonate  of  soda,  saltpetre,  infants' 
and  invalids'  food,  extract  of  meat).  By  H.  S.  Chapman,  54 
Margaret   Street,   Sydney,   N.S.W.,  merchant.  201,768. 

';  Klene-alle,''  and  combination  of  devices  (the  essential  par- 
ticular) ;  for  detergent  preparation.  By  A.  Parkes,  91  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  E.C,  manufacturer  of  cleansing-prepara- 
tions. 211,978. 

"  Early  Rise  "  ;  for  perfumery.  By  the  United  Alkali  Company 
(Limited),  Exchange  Buildings,  Liverpool,  manufacturers. 
211,934.    (By  consent.) 
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Mb.  J.  Ceisby  E03S0N,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  Assessmtnt  Committee  of  the 
Guisborough  Board  of  Guaidians. 

Me.  P.  E.  Turner,  L.Ii.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  eldest  son  of  Mr. 
E.  Anstee  Turner,  chemist,  of  280  Fulham  Koad,  has  taken, 
both  the  M.B.  and  B.S.  degrees  at  Duiham  University. 

At  the  Easter  Vestry,  St.  Philip's  Church,  Nottingham, 
Mr.  G.  U.  Spratt.  chemist  and  druggist,  was  appointed 
vicar's  warden.  Mr.  Spratt  is  manager  of  Messrs.  Boot's 
London  Road  branch. 

Me.  Archibald  Symington  and  Dr.  F.'.Kernot  Butt 
partners  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Smith,  Stanistreet  &  Co., 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  Calcutta,  are  now  in  this  country 
for  the  summer  months. 

Me.  Wm.  Wickham,  who  is  retiring  from  a  forty-seven 
years'  connection  with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Schweppe 
(Limited),  mineral-water  manufacturers,  was  on  April  22 
entertained  to  dinner  by  the  statf,  Mr.  E.  Conder,  J. P., 
presiding. 

Councillor  V.  A.  Wills  has  been  elected  chairman  of 
the  Merthyr  Tydvil  Urban  District  Council  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  has  been  raised  to  a  seat 
upon  the  Magisterial  Bench.  Mr.  Wills  is  also  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  and  a  Governor  of  the_South  Wales 
University. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  (he  Bradford  Branch  of  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Waddington,  Vice-President  of  the  Bradford  and  District 
Chemists'  Association,  was  presented  with  a  diploma  of  life- 
membership  of  the  Society,  in  recognition  of  his  services  as 
hon.  secretary. 

Me.  J.  G.  Mocke,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  an  ex-Mayor 
of  Cape  Town,  is  about  to  make  a  trip  to  Europe  per  the 
ss.  Norman.  Mr.  Mocke  has  not  been  out  of  South  Africa 
for  fifteen  years,  and  during  this  time,  in  addition  to  his 
business,  he  has  put  in  an  immense  amount  of  work  as  a 
Councillor  for  Cape  Town. 

SAYS  the  Pharmaceutical  Era  :— "  Thomas  Lamb,  who  has 
recently  become  connected  with  the  Paul  Balhiff  Pharmacy, 
at  Thirty-seventh  Street  and  Sixth  Avenue,  Manhattan,  is  a 
talented  young  Englishman,  who  holds  the  diploma  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  in  addition  to  his 
certificate  from  the  local  Beard  of  Pharmacy.  His  agrte- 
able  manners  make  him  many  friends,  the  circle  of  which 
is  only  limited  by  the  number  of  his  acquaintances.  He 
was  formerly  head  prescription-clerk  at  E.  Milbaus'  Son, 
183  Broadway,  New  York."  We  presume  this  refers  to 
Thomas  Lamb,  Eldon  Street,  Clay  Cross,  rear  Chesterfield,  a 
Minor  man  of  1897. 

Mrs.  Fredk.  Lovibokd,  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  is  the  managing 
director  of  a  well-known  brewery  company,  and  gave  evidence 
last  week  before  ihe  Parliamentary  Committee  on  Beer 
Materials.  She  commenced  to  assist  her  husband  in  brewing 
in  1873,  studied  chemistry,  and  took  a  full  brewer's  certi- 
ficate. Mrs.  Lovibond  has  had  to  face  many  difficulties, 
especially  when  she  tiied  to  turn  her  business  into  a  com- 
pany. "  However,"  she  says,  in  the  Jubilee  volume  of 
Queen's  College,  Harley  Street,  "all  this  has  been  lived 
down,  and  now  I  can  lead  the  regular  daily  life  of  a  business- 
man, and  find  it  full  of  varied  interest." 


False  Teeth  that  Grow.— Dr.  Zamesky,  a  Moscow 
dtntist.  has  invented  anew  kind  of  false  teeth.  They  are 
made  of  guttapercha,  porcelain,  or  metal,  as  the  case 
may  be.  At  the  root  of  the  false  tooth  holes  are  made. 
Holes  are  also  made  upward  into  the  jaw.  The  tooth  is 
then  placed  in  the  cavity.  In  a  short  time  a  soft  granu- 
lated growth  finds  its  way  from  the  patient's  iaw  into  the 
holes  in  the  tooth.  This  growth  gradually  'hardens  and 
holds  the  tooth  in  position.  Dr.  Zamesky  has  tried  them 
on  dogs  and  men  with  success.    So  they  say. 


fIDarriage. 


Weight — Kirby. — On  March  30,  Joseph  Wright,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Grimsby,  to  Mary  Gertrude  Kirby,  Waddington, 
Lincolnshire. 


©catbs. 


Caeeuthers.— On  April  17,  atBanklands,  Mrs.  Carnithers, 
wife  of  Mr.  William  Carruthers,  chemist  and  druggist,  Pow 
Street,  Workington. 

Cripps— On  April  26,  at  18  Heathfield  Terrace,  Chiswick, 
John  Cripps,  late  of  Hammersmith,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
Aged  69. 

Eastwood. — On  April  22.  at  The  Limes,  Crescent  Road. 
Dunkin field,  Mr.  Walter  Eastwood,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Aged  51.  Deceased  was  a  prominent  Conservative  and 
Freemason,  being  a  P.M.  of  the  Waverley  Lodge. 

Fielden — On  April  24,  at  23  Radstock  Road,  Fairfield,. 
Liverpool,  Mr.  Oliver  Fielden,  for  very  many  years  the 
respected  representative  of  Messrs.  Meggeson  Co  ,  14  and 
15  Miles  Lane,  London.    Aged  66. 

Foster. — At  Pontefract,  on  April  17,  Mr.  Edwin  Foster, 
chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  68.  Mr.  Foster  was  in  business 
in  Pontefract  until  1886,  when  he  disposed  of  his  business 
to  Mr.  Young.  Deceased  was  a  keen  antiquarian,  and  pos- 
sessed a  large  collection  of  antiquities,  especially  those 
relating  to  "  Pomfret "  Castle  in  the  olden  days.  It  was 
mainly  through  his  endeavours  that  the  ruins  of  the  caitle 
were  brought  to  light  and  converted  into  an  attractive- 
resort  for  visitors  and  residents. 

Fountain. — Mr.  Robert  Fountain,  who  for  nearly  forty- 
five  years  had  been  employed  by  Messrs.  Grimwade  fc 
Ridley,  wholesale  manufacturing-chemists,  of  Ipswich,  for 
the  past  thirty  years  as  traveller,  was  thrown  from  his  trap 
last  week  in  the  streets  of  Ipswich,  and  sustained  such- 
serious  injuries  that  he  succumbed  two  days  later.  Mr. 
Fountain  was  64  years  of  age. 

Geaf. — We  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Emil  Graf 
master  of  pharmacy  and  editor  of  the  Rundschau, a  journal  of 
pharmacy  published  in  Prague.  Mr.  Graf  was  an  accom- 
plished pharmacist  and  chemist,  and  passed  away  on- 
March  13  at  the  comparatively  early  age  ot  S9. 

Geeen. — At  Deal,  on  April  13.  Mr.  Herbert  John  Green, 
pharmaceutical  ihernist,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  John  Green, 
pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  32. 

Hewlett. — On  April  18,  at  Cannes,  Alpes  Maritimesv 
France,  Caroline  Julia,  wite  of  Mr.  John  C.  Hewlett,  F.C.S  ,  of 
C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  wholesale  druggists,  Great  Charlotte 
Street,  E.C.,  and  Hillside  House,  Beckenham,  Kent. 

Hughes.— On  April  15,  at  the  Northern  Hospital,  Liver- 
pool, Mr.  William  Greetham,  only  son  of  the  late  Mr.  William 
Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  31  West  Derby  Road, 
Liverpool.    Aged  34. 

Lenton. — On  April  3,  Mr.  Jos.  Lenton,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Biggleswade.    Aged  32. 

Reynolds.— On  April  21,  at  153  Mayor  Street,  Bolton,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Reynolds,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  64.  The 
deceased  was  one  of  the  oldest  chemists  in  the  town,  and  had 
only  been  away  from  business  four  days  before  his  death. 
Prior  to  removing  to  Deansgate  Mr.  Reynolds  was  for  a 
number  of  years  in  partnership  with  his  brother  at  the  corner 
of  Oxford  Street  and  Victoria  Square. 

Thomas.— On  April  13,  Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas,  chemist  and' 
druggist,  Dorrington,  Shrewsbury. 

White. — At  13  Blenheim  Terrace,  Leeds,  Mr.  James 
Frederick  White,  of  the  firm  of  J.  F.  White  &  Co.,  manu- 
facturing chemists.  Aged  68.  The  late  Mr.  White  was  a. 
Liberal  in  politics,  representing  the  North  Ward  in  the  City 
Council  for  three  years  and  occupying  a  seat  on  the  Board  of 
Guardians  for  a  like  term.  He  was  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Philanthropic  Lodge  of  Freemasons  No.  £04.  His  son 
Frederick  is  now  sole  partner  in  the  firm  of  J.  F.  White  &. 
Co.,  while  another  son,  Dr.  Ernest  White,  is  one  of  the 
medical  officers  of  the  Leeds  Union. 
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Gbe  Winter  Session. 


THE  LIVERPOOL  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Tub  final  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  April  21,  the 
President  (Mr.  John  Bain)  in  the  chair. 

The  paper  of  the  evening  was  one  by  M.  A.  Seree  on  the 
Assistance  Publique  of  Paris  and  its 

Internes  en  Pharmacie, 

which  had  been  translated  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.  Mr. 
Wyatt  spent  some  time  in  the  pharmacy  of  M.  Seree  at 
Vesinet,  near  Paris.  The  author  described  in  detail  the 
French  system  of  hospital-pharmacy.  He  said  among  the 
philanthropic  undertakings  instituted  by  the  City  of  Paris 
the  Assistance  Publique  occupies  the  front  rank.  Everyone 
in  the  city  who  is  suffering,  hungry,  deserted,  sick,  or 
indigent,  applies  to  it  in  his  trouble  and  is  relieved.  The 
Assistance  Publique  directs  the  operations  of  the  hospitals, 
almshouses,  and  asylums ;  it  administers  outdoor  relief  by 
means  of  the  Bureaux  de  Bienfaisance,  and  cares  for  the 
orphans  and  the  waifs  and  strays. 

Its  yearly  expenditure  amounts  to  some  38,000,0001'. 
This  is  partly  provided  by  generous  donors,  the  balance 
being  made  up  by  subventions  from  the  city  authorities. 

The  Assistance  Publique  is  worked  by  a  director,  assisted 
by  a  board  of  management  composed  of  thirty-five  members, 
chosen  from  the  civic  and  medical  circles  of  Paris.  It  has 
general  stores  for  provisions,  bakery,  wine,  spirits,  and  meat, 
and  a  central  pharmacy  for  the  hospitals. 

The  Central  Pharmacy  of  the  Hospitals 

has  its  warehouses  at  the  Quai  de  la  Tournelle.  From  there 
the  medicines,  simple  and  compound,  are  all  despatched  to 
the  hospitals  or  almshouses  of  the  city  and  suburbs. 

In  each  hospital  there  is  a  pharmacy  with  a  chief  pharma- 
cist, and  under  him  five,  six,  seven,  eight,  or  nine  internes  en 
pharmacie.  The  internat  en  pharmacie  is  much  sought  after 
by  students,  but  is  only  bestowed  after  several  stiff  examina- 
tions. 

The  examinations  are  four  in  number,  and  require  about 
two  months'  time  more  or  less,  according  to  the  number  of 
the  students  presenting  themselves.  There  are  forty  or 
fifty  p'aces  to  be  filled  yearly,  for  which  some  150  or  200 
candidates  offer  themselves.  Candidates  must  be  at  least 
20  years  of  age,  and  not  more  than  27.  In  the  first  examina- 
tion they  have  to  recognise  various  materia  medica  speci- 
mens of  botanical  origin.  Twenty  specimens  are  arranged 
on  twenty  plates  on  a  table  in  the  public  examination-hall, 
and  six  or  seven  examiners,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  professors 
of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  or  chief  pharmacists  to  the 
hospitals,  conduct  the  examinations.  The  candidates, 
divided  into  parties  of  ten,  are  shut  up  in  adjacent  rooms, 
and  are  admitted  into  the  examination-hall  one  by  one. 
They  defile  past  the  twenty  plates  and  name,  if,  they  can, 
the  specimens,  giving  the  French  name,  Latin  name,  and 
botanical  order  of  each. 

_  Ten  minutes  are  allowed  to  each  candidate  for  the  recog- 
nition of  these  twenty  substances.  A  name  wrongly  given 
counts  as  two  bad  marks,  and  each  plant  not  recognised  as 
one  bad  mark.  If  the  candidate  has  not  recognised  at  least 
fifteen  specimens,  or  if  he  has  wrongly  named  more  than  two 
or  three,  he  is  eliminated  and  cannot  present  himself  for  the 
subsequent  examinations.  Often  a  third  or  a  fourth  part  of 
the  aspirants  are  thus  weeded  out  at  the  first  examination. 

The  second  examination  is  a  repetition  of  the  first,  but  the 
twenty  specimens  for  recognition  are  compound  galenicals. 
The  same  system  is  adopted. 

Toe  third  examination  is  oral.  The  candidates,  still  in 
groups  of  ten  in  separate  rooms,  are  led  forth  one  at  a  time 
and  shut  up  in  a  small  room,  without  books  or  notes  of  any 
kind,  and  with  only  a  chair,  table,  and  a  small  sheet  of  note- 
paper  On  the  paper  are  written  the  titles  of  two  subjects- 
one  chemical,  the  other  pharmaceutical— about  which  the 
candidate  has  to  lecture  the  examiners.  After  being  shut 
up  and  left  to  his  meditations  for  ten  minutes  he  is  ushered 
into  the  public  hall,  where  he  mounts  a  rostrum,  and  for  ten 
minutes  must  expatiate  upon  his  subjects  as  eloquently  and 
as  learnedly  as  he  can.    The  subjects  may  be  castor  oil  and 


chloroform,  about  which  he  has  to  tell  all  he  knows,  and  so 
much  the  worse  for  him  if,  at  the  end  of  ten  minutes,  he  has 
not  managed  to  bring  out  the  chief  points  of  interest  and  the 
more  important  facts  relating  to  these  bodies. 

Marks  are  given  by  the  examiners  to  the  candidates  ac- 
cording to  the  erudition  shown,  and  also  to  the  eloquence  of 
exposition.  This  third  examination  is  not  eliminatory.  The 
fourth  examination  is  written.  All  the  candidates  (by  this 
time  generally  reduced  to  one-half  the  original  number) 
assemble  in  the  amphitheatre,  and,  seated  at  desks  and  pro- 
vided with  peD,  ink,  and  paper,  await  their  questions,  which 
they  draw  in  turn  out  of  a  basket  placed  on  a  central  table. 
The  questiuns,  three  in  number,  are  on  chemistry,  natural 
history,  and  pharmacy.    For  example  : — 

No.  1.  Chemistry;  write  an  essay  on  sulphides. 

No.  2  Natural  history  ;  write  an  c?say  on  leeches. 

No.  3.  Pharmacy  ;  write  an  essay  on  the  distilled  waters. 

Each  competitor  has  to  write  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
knowledge  on  each  of  these  three  subjects.  He  is  allowed 
four  hours,  but  many  candidates  have  written  all  they  know 
before  the  allotted  time  has  expired. 

The  next  and  following  days  the  authors  of  the  varions 
theses  read  their  scientific  and  pharmaceutical  literature  in 
public  before  the  assembled  examiners,  who  award  the  marks. 
The  good  and  bad  marks  obtained  in  the  fourth  trials  are 
calculated,  and  the  places  awaided  accordingly.  Then,  at  a 
special  convocation,  the  successful  students  are  proclaimed 
internes  en  pharmacie,  in  order  of  merit,  and  each  receives 
a  carte  d' interne. 

Duties  of  the  Internes. 

Each  morning,  about  7  or  8  A  M.,  the  doctors  make  their 
rounds,  each  with  his  interne  en  medicine  and  interne  en 
pharmacie  accompanying  him,  as  well  as  several  medical 
students,  and  even  doctors  desirous  of  attending  the  chief's 
lectures.  The  interne,  en  pharmacie,  notebook  in  band, 
writes  down  the  doctor's  orders,  and,  when  the  medical 
visit  terminates,  hastens  back  to  the  pharmacy,  where  he 
rapidly  dispenses  the  medicines  ordered.  The  bottles,  pro- 
vided with  numbers  corresponding  with  those  of  the  patient's 
beds,  are  carried  to  the  wards  by  the  male  attendants  or 
sisters.  At  11  or  12,  noon,  all  wo.k  is  finished,  then  comes 
"  lunch." 

The  internes  have  a  private  dining-room,  which,  in  common 
with  the  pharmacy  salle  de  garde  and  bedrooms,  is  generally 
in  a  building  somewhat  removed  from  that  occupied  by  the 
patients.  Their  cook  is  paid  out  of  their  own  pockets,  in 
the  afternoon  the  internes  are  free,  with  the  exception  of 
one  on  duty,  who  must  not  quit  the  premises.  An  electric 
bell  connects  him  with  the  pharmacy,  and  he  must  be  ready 
day  and  night  to  execute  urgent  prescriptions.  Of  the 
others,  some  attend  the  lectures  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  ; 
others  visit  the  Bctanical  Gardens  or  the  Library;  and 
others,  again,  do  none  of  these,  but  drink  beer  and  smoke 
pipes  in  the  brasseries.  A  few  shut  themselves  up  at  home, 
surrounded  by  their  favourite  books,  and  read  hard  for 
future  examinations.  In  the  evening  dinner  is  served  about 
7  o'clock.  The  emolument  of  the  internes  is  only  40f.  a 
month  and  lodgings,  but  it  is  a  happy  time.  Perfect 
equality  exists  between  them,  and  lifelong  friendships  are 
otten  commenced. 

A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  M.  Saiee  for  his 
valuable  and  interesting  paper,  and  on  the  motion  of  the 
Secretary  (Mr.  Wardleworth)  he  was  unanimously  elected 
a  corresponding  member  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  H.  Wyatt,  jun.,  in  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks, 
and  the  honour  conferred  upon  his  friend,  explained  that 
this  examination  for  the  internat  was  p  irely  optional, 
and  gave  no  other  advantage  to  the  lucky  ones  than  the 
honour  and  kudos  it  cariied  with  it.  The  mode  of  examin- 
ing was  quite  different  from  the  English  methods,  and  was 
by  no  means  easy  to  a  candidate  of  a  nervous  tendency. 
Chemists  in  England  who  perpetually  hanker  after  recogni- 
tion of  what  they  are  pleased  to  term  their  professional 
status,  if  they  would  consider  the  lengthy  training  a  French 
pharmacist  has  to  pass  through  before  lie  can  practise,  would 
soon  perceive  how  little  real  claim  they  have  to  this 
coveted  recognition  when  compared  with  their  French 
brethren.  In  the  first  place,  to  become  a  "  pharmacien  of 
the  first  classe  "  a  youth  must  have  obtained  a  diploma  as 
bachelier  es  Uttres,  hachclier  es  sciences,  or  bacheUer  de 
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tenseignement  secondaire  special,  any  one  of  which  exam- 
inations is  equal  to  matriculation  in  the  London  University. 
He  must  then  be  apprenticed  at  the  age  of  16  to  a 
pharmacist  in  full  practice  for  a  term  of  three  years.  This 
is  called  performing  his  stage.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
he  passes  an  examination,  practical  and  theoretical,  relating 
to  the  work  and  general  operations  of  a  pharmacy,  termed 
the  validation  de  stage.  Failure  in  this  puts  him  back  for 
a  session.  This  trial  over,  his  three-years'  course  at  a 
University  begins,  when  he  has  a  six-monthly  examina- 
tion, and  at  the  end  of  the  last  year  a  general  run  over  the 
whole  work,  failure  in  which  means  being  referred  back  a 
session.  The  final  examination  is  divided  into  three  parts — 
practical  chemistry,  micrography,  and  pharmacy,  with  oral 
in  physics,  chemistry,  toxicology,  botany,  zoology,  materia 
medica,  hydrology,  mineralogy,  and  pharmacy.  Alter  such 
a  curriculum  and  series  of  examinations  as  this,  the  French 
pharmacist  has  well  earned  his  status  and  diploma.  The 
.social  rank  of  the  profession  in  France  is  necessaiily  high, 
for  a  man  must  be  of  superior  education  before  he  enters  on 
his  professional  work,  thanks  to  the  demands  of  a  stiff  and 
adequate  preliminary  examination,  in  comparison  with  which 
our  English  examination  is  a  wretched  make-believe,  un- 
worthy of  the  country  and  the  Society  impodng  it.  Doctors 
and  pharmacists  in  France  have  each  their  own  work  to 
attend  to,  and  are  protected  one  from  the  other.  Doctors 
are  by  law  forbidden  to  dispense,  under  a  penalty,  except  in 
certain  special  cases,  whilst  pharmacists  may  not  prescribe 
except  for  minor  ailments.  Pharmacists  of  the  1st  Classe 
take  precedence  of  afficiers  dc  sante,  or  medical  men  of  the 
2nd  Classe,  and  are  treated  by  doctors  generally  as  confreres, 
and  in  every  way  their  equal — an  equality  their  education 
certainly  merits.  The  only  protection  the  French  pharmacist 
needs  other  than  what  he  enjoys  is  protection  from  his 
brethren,  for  over  there,  as  in  England,  the  pharmacist  him- 
self who  works  the  most  harm  to  those  in  his  own  profession 
by  the  cutting  of  prices,  and  the  prostitution  of  knowledge 
for  the  sake  of  money. 

Mr.  Prosper  If.  Marsden  also  spoke  highly  of  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy  and  its  method  of  examination. 


PLYMOUTH,  DEVONPORT,  STONEHOUSE  AND 
DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  April  20.    There  were 
about  thirty  present,  Mr.  James  Cocks  (President)  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Park  moved : 

That  the  Hon.  Secretary  write  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  asking  him  to  send  on  a  copy  of  the  proposed 
New  Poisons  Bill,  and  asking  him  for  any  suggestions  as  to  the 
action  to  he  taken  by  local  association  when  the  Bill  comes  before 
Parliament. 

Mr.  J.  Haevey  Bailey  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
carried. 

Mr.  Heaeder  gave  a  practical  demonstration  of  a  new 
machine  for  making  suppositories,  which  he  had  invented 
and  patented. 

Mr.  O.  A.  READS  gave  a  short  lecture  on  some  new  lantern 
slides  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Maurice. 


MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Me.  Casson  presided  over  an  unusually  large  gathering  of 
this  Association  at  Birmingham,  on  April  20,  when  Mr. 
F.  H.  Alcock  gave  an  address  on 

The  New  Phaemacopceia. 

Mr.  Alcock,  who  had  been  to  London  to  inspect  the  B.P.  at 
the  office  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  in  his  preliminary 
remarks,  said  he  thought  an  authoritative  statement  ought 
to  be  issued  by  the  Medical  Council  in  reply  to  such 
questions  as  what  must  the  pharmacist  do  with  his  old 
stock,  seeing  that  as  soon  as  the  new  B.P.  received  official 
sanction  it  was  imperative  on  the  dispenser  to  use  that  as  his 
guide.  Was  the  pharmacist  to  make  up  ante-dated  pre- 
scriptions according  to  the  new  formuloo  1  Must  prescrip- 
tions be  so  dispensed  when  the  prescriber  has  not  yet  had  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  the  work  1  He  instanced  the 
composition  of  the  chlorodyne  substitute  as  now  much 


stronger  in  alkaloidal  constituents,  morphine  suppositories 
now  half  their  previous  strength,  and  such  a  common  pre- 
paration as  chloroform-water,  which  also  had  its  strength 
halved.  Again,  if  a  sample  were  seized  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  when  would  the  inspector  require  the  article  to 
be  of  the  new  standard,  and  what  would  happen  if  it  was 
the  proper  standard  according  to  the  older  book  ?  A  minor 
point  was,  when  would  this  new  book  be  accepted  as  the 
students'  text-book  of  knowledge  necessary  for  the  legal 
qualification  ?  Mr.  Alcock  thought  six  months  should  be 
allowed  for  a  student  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the 
work,  unless  the  Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board  desired 
to  favour  a  system  of  cram.  The  changes  in  the  Pharma- 
copeia were  very  important,  and  would  necessitate  a  better 
education  than  had  hitherto  obtained.  For  example,  the 
microscope,  the  polarimeter,  and  other  apparatus  necessary 
for  the  determination  of  what  were  known  as  physical 
constants,  would  require  to  be  used  freely.  The  introduc- 
tion of  the  process  of  sterilisation  seemed  to  be  the  first 
step  towards  the  complete  study  of  bacteriology.  The 
chemistry  part  of  the  work  was  now  relegated  to  text- 
books ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  work  of  the  students  was 
diminished,  for  under  the  tests  a  statement  was  given  as  to 
what  it  was  intended  to  detect.  The  probability  was  that 
under  the  new  B.P.  dispensers  would  follow  the  metric 
system,  so  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  students  to  make 
themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  working  of  the 
system.  The  botanical  part  had  been  entirely  rewritten, 
and  no  better  guarantee  of  its  accuracy  could  be  given  than 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Holmes  had  had  much  to  do  with  it.  The 
introduction  of  animal-products  would  call  for  a  special 
knowledge  of  zoology.  Who  of  them,  for  instance,  knew 
where  to  seek  for  the  thyroid  gland  of  a  sheep,  and,  when 
it  had  been  got,  could  say  whether  it  was  healthy  or  not  ? 
The  pancreas  of  the  pig  and  its  proper  manipulation  for  the 
production  of  liquor  pancreaticus  was  another  zoological 
item.  The  galenical  preparations  had  been  dealt  with 
by  the  trade  journals  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  only 
necessary  for  him  to  recommend  the  students  to  read  those 
statements.  Generally  these  seemed  to  be  in  advance  of  the 
previous  preparations.  More  sensible  methods  had  been 
adopted,  the  processes  of  percolation,  clarification  and  ex- 
traction of  the  preparation  being  more  in  harmony  with 
modern  methods.  Some  rather  important  changes  had  been 
made  in  Latinity  to  bring  it  in  line  with  other  Pharma- 
copoeias. One  was  that  nouns  ending  in  "as,"  genitive 
"  atis,"  formerly  considered  feminine,  were  now  masculine, 
and  in  future  they  must  write  "  sodii  bicarbonas  exsiccatus  " 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Alcock  explained  the  modes  of  standard- 
isation. 


NEWC  ASTLE-ON-TYNE    AND    DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  last  monthly  meeting  for  the  session  was  held  in  the 
Hotel  Metropole,  on  April  20,  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague  ("President) 
in  the  chair.  The  evening  was  devoted  to  a  discussion  on  the 
new  Pharmacopoeia,  opened  by  Mr.  F.  R.  Duddebidge,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist.  The  lecturer  had  derived  his  knowledge 
of  the  alterations  from  the  trade  journals,  and  both  he  and 
the  members  generally  showed  that  they  much  appreciated 
the  abstracts  which  had  been  published. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  meeting  on  April  21  was  the  first  occasion  on  which 
Dr.  Wynne  took  his  place  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Society. 
There  was  a  full  list  of  papers.  The  first  was  by  C.  F. 
Cross,  E.  J.  BEVAK,  and  Claud  Smith,  on 

The  Cabbohydbates  of  Baeley-steaw. 

The  authors,  in  continuance  of  their  previous  researches, 
endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  result  of  removing  the  ears  of 
barley  plants  at  their  flowering-stage.  They  found  that  the 
proportion  of  furfural-yielding  carb  hydrates  to  the  total 
carbohydrates  of  the  stem  is  practica  ly  constant  under  the 
widest  possible  variations  of  the  conditions  of  growth.  The 
cellulose  of  "permanent  tissue"  of  the  plants  treated  were 
however,  much  less  than  in  normal  straw,  and  the  artificia 
product  is  more  readily  hydrolysed  by  acids. 
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Dr.  Voelcker  said  that  the  results  of  the  plan  adopted  of 
cutting  off  the  ears,  and  thus  preventing  the  formation  of 
grain,  had  some  analogy  with  those  obtained  in  keeping  a 
clover-crop  closely  cut  down.  There  was  an  increase  of  root- 
growth  and  a  consequent  enrichment  of  the  soil  by  accumu- 
lation of  nitrogen. 

Dr.  Hoeacb  Brown  asked  for  more  information  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  fermentable  hydrocarbons  formed  in  the  acid 
hydrolysis  of  these  furfuroids. 

The  following  three  papers  were  not  of  great  interest,  ex- 
cept to  the  "camphor"  chemists — viz.,  "  Isomeric  Borny- 
lamines,"  by  M.  O.  Forster,  Ph.D. ;  "  Some  Derivatives  of 
Benzophenone,"  by  F.  E.  Matthews.  Ph.D.;  and  "Experi- 
ments on  Lauronolic  Acid,"  by  S.  B.  Schryver,  Ph.D. 

Mr.  H.  Brereton  Baker,  M.A.,  read  a  paper  on 

The  Drying  of  Ammonia  and  of  Hydrogen  Chloride. 

Some  three  months  ago  Dr.  Gutmann,  a  German  chemist' 
published  a  paper  in  which  he  asserted  that  the  refusal  of 
pure  dry  ammonia  and  hydrogen  chloride  to  unite  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  before  they  could  be  dried  by  phos- 
phorus pentoxide  they  would  be  absorbed.  Mr. 
Baker  has  repeated  his  experiments,  and  finds  that  this 
only  takes  place  when  the  phosphorus  pentoxide  contains 
metaphosphoric  acid.  With  regard  to  the  vapour-density  of 
ammonium  chloride,  Mr.  Baker  pointed  out  that  Gutmann's 
low  results  are  probably  due  to  his  having  collected  the  air, 
driven  out  from  the  Victor  Meyer  apparatus,  over  water  and 
sulphuric  acid  instead  of  over  boiled  mercury.  Mr.  Baker 
has  redetermined  the  vapour-density  of  dried  ammonium 
chloride  by  Dumas'  method,  and  finds  it  to  be  28  8. 

Mr.  Shenstone  generally  confirmed  Mr.  Baker's  conclu- 
sions, and  Professor  Dewar  referred  to  the  experiments  of 
Ramsay  and  Young  on  the  vapour-pressures  of  ammonium 
chloride,  and  said  that  determination  with  perfectly  dry 
salts  should  be  remade  to  confirm  these  results. 

The  next  paper,  by  H.  G.  Madan,  M.A.,  was  on  some  of 

The  Properties  of  Methylene  Di-iodide. 
It  was  recommended  for  use  in  spectroscope  prisms  in  place 
of  carbon  disulphide,  and  as  a  solvent  for  phosphorus,  since 
a  drop  of  the  solution  does  not  inflame  when  exposed  to  air. 
After  a  short  and  interesting  discussion,  to  which  Mr.  Vernon 
Haecourt  aud  the  President  contributed,  the  meeting 
adjourned  till  May  5. 

A  ballot  was  taken  during  the  evening  for  the  election  of 
Fellows,  but  as  far  as  we  noticed  no  one  connected  directly 
with  the  drug-trade  was  included. 


Jtstibttws  anir  Cnttertammenfs. 


Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants  at  Dinner. 

At  Dublin,  on  April  19,  the  third  annual  dinner  of  the 
Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association  was  held  in  the 
Gresham  Hotel,  Upper  Sackville  Street.  There  was  a  large 
attendance,  amongst  those  present  being  representatives  of 
medicine,  surgery,  and  other  professions. 

The  President  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hardy)  presided,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  Dr.  Walsh,  Dr.  McWalter,  and  Mr.  P.  Kelly, 
M.C.P.S.I.,  Mr.  G.  G.  Fetherston,  Dr.  Giosshardt,  and  Mr. 
J.  Tyrie  Turner,  M. P.S.I.  The  vice-chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  H.  Hunt,  L.P.S.I.  (Vice-President),  and  amongst  the 
visitors  were  Messrs.  John  Fetherston,  M.  W.  Bingham,  Tyrie, 
McClintock,  Cooper,  Bowles,  Cochrane,  Farqubar,  Cowie, 
W.  Vincent  Johnston  (Hon.  Secretary),  Taylor,  and  Nagle. 

After  dinner,  letters  of  apology  were  read  from  Mr.  R.  J. 
Downes,  Mr.  Beggs,  and  Mr.  Grindley,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
sent  a  telegram.  "The  Queen"  having  been  toasted,  the 
President  proposed  "The  health  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,"  coupling  therewith  the  names  of  Councillors  Kelly 
and  Dr.  Walsh,  than  whom  there  were  no  better-liked  men 
in  Irish  pharmaceutical  circles.  Both  were  characterised  by 
broad-minded  principles  which  endeared  them  to  all  classes 
and  conditions  of  pharmacists. 

Mr.  Kelly,  in  response,  said  he  felt  like  the  old  woman 
charged  with  law-breakiDg,  who,  on  beiDg  asked  if  she  bad 
any  counsel  to  defend  her,  replied  "  No  ;  but  she  bad  a 
few  friends  cn  the  ju»y."    (Laughter)    The  Council,  almost 


to  a  man,  had  nothing  but  the  best  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  Association.  He  thought,  however,  that  young  pharma- 
cists did  not  sufficiently  assert  their  rights,  as  he  observed 
in  the  trade-press  that  no  Irishman  had  had  a  part  in  pro- 
ducing the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia,  while  there  were  no 
fewer  than  twelve  representatives  of  England  and  Scotland 
on  the  Council.  This  was  a  palpable  injustice  to  Ireland. 
Mr.  Kelly  exhorted  his  hearers  not  to  weary  in  well-doing, 
but  to  act  well  their  part  as  men  and  gentlemen  in  the  daily 
round  of  ;life.  [Irish  pharmacists  were  not  directly  repre- 
sented in  the  work  of  revision,  but  Irish  medical  men  and 
experts  were.— Ed.  C. 

Dr.  Walsh  also  replied  to  the  toast,  and  reiterated  his 
colleague's  message  of  goodwill  and  esteem  from  the  Council. 
Last  year  the  President  of  the  English  Pharmaceutical 
Society  received  a  Jubilee  gold  medal,  but  no  similar 
souvenir  was  conferred  on  the  Irish  Society.  This  was  not 
an  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  donors,  for,  on  their 
attention  being  called  to  it,  it  was  stated  that  the  matter 
was  being  considered,  but  from  that  day  to  the  present  they 
had  heard  nothing  about  the  medal.  This  was  a  grievance 
over  and  above  that  voiced  by  Mr.  Kelly,  and  he  agreed  that 
Irish  pharmacists  were  not  sufficiently  self-assertive  regard- 
ing their  rights,  and  he  hoped  to  see  a  change  for  the  better 
before  long. 

Ths  toast  of  "The  Medical  Profession"  was  acknowledged 
by  Dr.  McWalter,  who  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  said  he 
represented  the  pharmacists  of  the  past  whose  hope  and 
glory  had  been  to  enter  the  medical  profession.  The  effect 
of  that  custom  may  have  been  injurious  to  pure  pharmacy, 
but  it  had  a  beneficial  elfect  on  doctors  and  their  work.  He 
contrasted  the  medical  man  who  combined  a  pharmaceutical 
training  with  his  surgical  qualifications  with  the  doctor 
who  graduated  from  the  public,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
latter.  With  regard  to  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia,  he 
thought  that  Professor  Tichborne  (who  was  an  adopted 
Irishman)  was  the  only  real  pharmacist  on  the  B.P.  Com- 
mittee. The  B.P.  would  probably  be  revised  five  years 
hence,  and  they  should  see  that  Ireland  was  properly  repre- 
sented. 

The  toast  of  "The  Visitors"  was  next  honoured,  and  was 
responded  to  by  Messrs.  McClintock,  Farquhar,  and  Tyrie, 
after  which  the  President,  on  behalf  of  the  Association, 
presented  Mr.  J.  Tyrie  Turner,  M.P.S.I.  (who  has  been 
Treasurer  of  the  Association  since  1895),  with  a  purse  of 
gold,  together  with  a  list  of  the  subscribers  to  the  testimonial. 
Mr.  Turner  returned  thanks,  and  Mr.  Kelly  then  proposed 
"  The  health  of  the  President "  in  a  humorous  speech. 

Mr.  Hardy,  in  reply,  spoke  of  the  value  of  such  an  asso- 
ciation as  theirs  for  the  culture  and  well-being  of  pharma- 
cists, and  concluded  by  advising  members  to  keep  in  mind 
the  advantages  of  mutual  co-operation  for  their  own  and 
their  employers'  interests. 

Mr.  Hunt  responded  in  felicitous  terms  to  the  toast  of 
"  The  Vice-President,"  after  which  a  similar  tribute  was 
accorded  to  "  The  Honorary  Secretary,"  and  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  W.  Vincent  Johnston.  The  toast  of  "  The  Trade- 
press  "  evoked  reference  by  the  President  to  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  the  doings  of  the  Association  had  been 
chronicled  for  the  past  three  years  by  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  It  was  not  possible  to  over-estimate  the  value 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  without  which  they 
could  not  have  attained  the  publicity  necessary  to  bring 
about  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  affairs.  The  toast 
was  suitably  responded  to  by  that  journal's  representative. 

During  the  evening  songs  and  recitations  were  contributed 
by  Messrs.  Cochrane,  Tyrie.  G.  G.  and  J.  Fetherston,  McClin- 
tock, Cooper,  and  others.  Mr.  Bowles  presided  at  the  piano 
with  his  customary  ability. 


A  correspondent  of  the  National  Druygist  says  the  latest 
dodge  in  cypher  prescriptions  is  to  indicate  that  only  half  the 
quantity  prescribed  is  to  be  prepared,  in  such  a  manner  that 
only  those  in  the  secret  know.  The  patient  takes  the  prescrip- 
tion to  several  chemists  who  figure  out  the  price  on  the  full- 
quantity  basis,  and  thus  give  a  quotation  which  appears 
exorbitant  to  the  patient  when  compared  with  the  price 
quoted  by  a  druggist  "  in  the  know."  The  latter,  appearing 
so  reasonable  in  his  charges,  stands  a  chance  of  getting  at} 
I  the  future  trade  of  the  patient. 
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3pccacuanba : 

WHERE  IT  GROWS  AND  HOW  IT  IS  COLLECTED. 
By  a  South  American  Explorer. 


THE  shrub  which  yields  ipecac  lanhi  (CephaSUs  Ipecacu- 
anha), or poaya,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Brazilians,  grows  in 
the  forests  of  different  parts  of  South  America,  but  principally 
in  the  State  of  Matto  Grosso,  Brazil.  There  its  area  of 
distribution  is  somewhat  restricted,  having  only  been  found 
hitherto  in  the  dense  humid  forests  which  clothe  the  right 
bank  of  the  Paraguay  river  and  its  tributaries  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  fifteenth  degree  of  southern  latitude.  I 


during  this  period  to  malarial  fever?,  which  then  assume  a 
more  virulent  form. 

Digger  and  Patron. 

The  modus  operandi  which  obtains  among  the  poayeiros  is 
analogous  to  that  in  vogue  among  rubber  and  Paraguayan 
tea  collectors,  as  well  as  lumbermen,  in  other  parts  of  South 
America.    A  collector,  having  obtained  from  his  patron  or 


Map  of  the  Ipecacuanha  District  in  Brazil 

The  slivle.l  district  is  the  part  where  ipecacuanha  is  at  present  collected 
but  the  plant  is  not  confined  to  that  district,  and  exploration  to  the  wast  and 
north-west  should  reveal  virgin  fields. 


have  clearly  indicated  the  area  on  the  accompanying  map, 
which  has  not  hitherto  been  published,  and  is  lepioduced 
from  an  original  exploring  map.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance 
that  none  of  the  ipecacuanha-plant  is  found  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Paraguay,  but  on  the  west  side  it  grows  amidst  the 
gorgeous  wealth  and  variety  of  tropical  flora,  a  small  and 
unpretentious-looking  plant,  devoid  of  brilliant  flowers  or 
anything  striking  in  its  leaf-form  to  distinguish  it  from 
the  surrounding  foliage,  and  has  given  rise  to  an  important 
industry  which  formerly  gave  employment  to  a  considerable 
number  of  native  Brazilians  ;  bat  the  rubber-industry  has 
drawn  many  of  them  asvay  from  ipecac,  collecting. 

Time  of  Collection. 
The  collection  takes  place  more  or  less  during  the  entiie 
year,  but  especially  during  the  wet  season — i.e..  from  October 
till  March— as  the  increased  humidity  of  the  soil  facilitates 
the  extraction  of  the  root.  As  an  offset  to  this  ad s-antagi , 
the  pvaijei.ro,  as  the  collector  is  called,  is  n.oie  exposed 


master  an  advance  of  some  10/.  or  20/.  in  cash  or  goods, 
o  jliges  himself  to  repay  in  ipecacuanha,  to  be  delivered 
within  a  given  time  at  so  much  per  arroba  of  32  lbs.  When 
delivery  is  made  the  patron  deducts  from  the  value  of  the 
produce  the  amount  advanced,  and  hands  the  balance,  if 
any,  to  the  collector.  Should  the  latter,  from  sickness  or 
any  other  cause,  have  failed  in  making  delivery  of  sufficient 
to  cover  the  advance,  he  remains  in  his  master"s  debt  until 
such  time  as  he  can  make  repayment.  In  the  transaction 
the  master  is  always  careful  to  stipulate  that  the  amount  to 
be  paid  per  arroba  to  the  collector  is  considerably  less  than 
what  he  considers  will  be  the  market  value  of  the  ipe- 
cacuanha when  delivered,  so  as  to  leave  a  margin  on  the 
right  side.  I  may  say,  in  passiDg,  that  the  value  of  the  drug 
when  brought  to  the  patron  is  about  130  milreisper  arroba — 
say,  3.9.  per  lb — and  unless  tome  special  effort  is  made  to 
organise  the  cdlectisn  I  do  not  see  any  hope  of  the  price 
being  reduced.  The  cigger  receives  two-thirds  of  the  value 
of  the  root.     In  the  event  of  [the  death  or  desertion  of 
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the  collector  before  repayment  of  his  debt,  the  patron 
has  no  way  of  recouping  himself  for  his  outlay,  and, 
as  he  considers  that  he  is  taking  considerable  risk, 
he  usually  manages  to  make  his  advances  in  goods, 
like  food,  clothing*,  &c,  at  such  a  high  rate  that 
his  profits  on  the  goods  are  calculated  to  make  up 
for  any  deficiency  in  the  amount  of  ipecacuanha  delivered. 
The  system,  although  not  free  from  objection,  is  the  only 
one  possible  in  a  country  where  labour  is  scarce,  and  it  has 
often  been  the  means  of  raising  poor  bat  sober  and  indus- 
trious men  into  positions  of  comparative  opulence;  but  in 
the  hands  of  unscrupulous  masters  it  may  give  rise  to  abuses. 
The  fevers  referred  to  seldom  have  a  fatal  termination,  and 


and  an  old-fashioned,  long,  small-bore  muzzle-loader  slung 
over  his  shoulder,  complete  his  equipment.  Arrived  in  that 
part  of  the  forest  where  the  object  of  his  search  grows 
thickest,  our  friend  speedily  makes  his  encampment,  as  near 
to  his  clump  or  patch  as  possible.  Proximity  to  water  is  the 
main  issue  he  considers  in  the  selection  of  a  site  for  his 
dwelling,  and  two  walls,  formed  by  sticks  and  palm-leaves 
placed  some  few  feet  apart  at  the  base  and  ascending  at  an 
angle  of  45°  so  as  to  meet  at  the  top,  are  the  embodiment  of  his 
architectural  ideas.  Thus  quartered  he  soon  gets  to  work. 
Having  taken  a  substantial  meal  at  dawn,  he  arms  himself 
with  a  stout  stick,  about  4  feet  long,  provided  with  a  conical 
iron  point,  called  a  saracud,  and  having  arrived  at  his 


The  Ipecacuanha-digger  Returns  to  Camp. 
The  ipecac. -digger's  beast  of  burden  is  the  ox,  which,  however,  is  not 
usually  so  bovrilesque  as  the  one  in  the  picture.  The  beast's  furniture 
consists  of  a  wooden  saddle  which  is  fixed  down  with  leather  belts.  From  the 
projecting  sides  of  the  leather  saddle  bags  are  suspended.  The  picture  shows 
the  digger  returning  to  his  wife  and  J  family  (sick  in  the  hammock)  "'twixt 
the  glomin'  an'  the  milk." 


although  deserters  may  for  a  time  evade  the  vigilance  of  their 
masters,  they  are  usually  captured  and,  after  a  few  days 
under  discipline,  return  to  work. 

The  Digger  at  Work. 
Let  us  suppose,  then,  that  a  collector  has  received  an 
advance  from  his  patron,  and  follow  him  into  the  forest. 
Having  provided  himself  with  a  supply  of  jerked  beef,  rice, 
mandioca  meal,  rajjadttra  (unrefined  block  sugar),  and  bacon, 
he  packs  those  with  his  rude  cooking-utensils  and  sleeping- 
hammock  into  the  raw-hide  bags  or  paniers  of  his  pack-ox, 
and  sets  out  accompanied  by  his  wife  or  paramour,  children, 
and  a  wretched-looking  cur.  He  goes  in  light  marching 
order.  His  simple  dress  consists  of  shirt  and  pants  of 
eotton — the  latter  grown  by  the  side  of  his  hut,  and  spun  by 
his  womenfolk  in  their  spare  moments.  His  hat  is  manufac- 
tured by  himself  from  the  inner  unopened  leaves  of  a  fan- 
palm  tree,  which  graces  a  knoll  hard  by  his  house.  Sandals 
cut  from  untanned  bullock-hide,  and  secured  to  his  feet  by 
strips  of  the  same  material,  a  huge  knife  stuck  in  his  belt, 


ipecacuanha-patch,  loosens  the  earth  around  the  plants,  draws 
up  the  curious-looking  root,  ringed  like  an  earthworm,  breaks 
it  off.  and  throws  away  the  stalk  and  leaves.  The  root  is 
generally  about  £  inch  in  thickness,  and  when  dried 
is  of  a  greyish-brown  colour  externally.  The  collector 
continues  his  work  all  day  until  about  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  declining  sun  advises  him  that  it  is  time  to 
return  to  the  feitoria,  or  encampment.    The  amount  collected 


The  Ipecac. -digger's  Saracua. 
per  day  varies  considerably,  much  depending  on  the  rich- 
ness of  the  patch  ;  but  of  recent  years  it  has  been  difficult  for 
an  active  workman  to  secure  more  than  4  or  5  lbs.  of  the 
root,  although  at  one  time  it  was  possible  to  gather  as  much 
as  20  lbs.  in  a  day.  The  collected  roots  are  dried  by 
spreading  them  on  bullock-hides  and  exposing  them  to  the 
sun  for  a  few  days. 
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The  Digger  at  Play. 
On  Saturdays  or  Sundays  the  poayeiro  pays  a  visit  to  the 
village  of  Sant'  Anna,  in  order  that  he  may  hear  the  gossip 
of  other  collectors,  and  often,  alas  !  to  further  increase  his 
indebtedness  to  his  patron.  On  such  occasions  he  joins  with 
his  fellow-collectors  in  a  curiira — half  dance,  half  drinking- 
bout.  The  music,  which  is  furnished  by  thrumming  a  small 
three-stringed  viola  or  guitar  hewn  out  of  a  solid  block  of 
wood,  accompanied  by  the  rasping  sound  produced  by  draw- 
ing a  notched  stick  over  a  smooth  stick,  is  certainly  "  long 
drawn  out,"  and  an  unprejudiced  listener  might  fail  to  dis- 
cover "  the  linked  sweetness."  The  dancing  consists  in 
marching  round  in  a  circle,  and,  in  addition  to  the  rude 
harmony,  is  generally  accompanied  by  a  sorg  in  which  the 
art  of  improvising  is  called  into  requisition  in  honour  of  any 
distinguished  guests  who  may  be  present.  It  is  a  strange 
blending  of  the  customs  introduced  by  African  negro  slaves 
and  those  of  the  natives  of  South  America,  while  the  employ- 
ment of  improvisation  recalls  the  troubadours  of  Provence, 
Spain,  and  Italy,  and  the  wandering  minstrels  of  our  own 
land. 

Thus,  b  twe  n  work  and  play,  the  time  passes,  and  if  the 
collector  has  had  a  good  season  he  may  settle  up  with  his 
patron  with  sufficient  balance  in  his  favour  to  enable  him  to 
pass  his  time  without  working  very  much  until  another 
season  comes  round.  But  too  often  he  finishes  up  the  season 
more  deeply  in  debt  than  when  he  started — especially  if  his 
patron  is  one  of  those,  who,  knowing  his  man  to  be  too 
honest  to  run  away,  and  too  robust  to  succumb  to  fever, 
willingly  increases  his  indebtedne-s  by  making  further 
advances.  Should  the  collector  show  signs  of  sickness 
during  the  period  of  indebtedness  the  patron  is  all  solicitude. 
He  doses  his  patient  with  sulphate  of  quinine,  aconite,  &c, 
until  recovery,  and  does  not  forget  to  charge  all  such 
medicines  in  the  bill. 

Baling. 

The  ipecacuanha,  after  being  baled  by  the  patron,  is 
shipped  to  Sao  Luiz  de  Caceres  in  cances,  whence  it  leaves 
by  river  steamer  for  Montevideo  en  route  for  Europe. 
Customs  due  on  the  export  are  pn3'able  at  the  town  of 
Corumba,  where  the  Custom-house  for  the  State  of  Matto 
Grosso  is.  The  operation  of  baling  is  a  most  wasteful  one, 
and  there  is  great  room  for  improvement  in  it.  It  consists 
simply  in  bundling  the  ipecacuanha  into  a  heap  and  beating 
it  with  sticks  until  it  assumes  the  shape  of  the  bale  which 
is  so  familiar  to  druggists.  During  the  beating  process 
there  is  much  waste  of  the  root  by  breakage  and  dust,  and 
the  effect  of  the  process  upon  the  .beaters  is  distinctly 
alarming,  as  bleeding  from  the  nose  frequently  occurs,  due 
partly  to  the  irritating  action  of  the  ipecacuanha  upon  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  partly  to  excessive  physical  effort. 
Altogether  the  time  spent  in  baling  and  the  waste  of  drug 
must  add,  I  should  say,  25  per  cent,  to  the  cost,  and  this 
could  easily  be  avoided  by  the  use  of  a  hydraulic  press.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  London  consignees  of  ipecacuanha 
should  take  this  suggestion  into  consideration. 

The  Future  op  the  Industry. 
The  shortsighted  greed  and  ignorance  of  the  collectors 
have  within  the  last  few  years  reduced  the  importance  of 
the  industry  by  adulterating  their  produce.  This  is  dime  by 
mixing  with  the  genuine  article  small  sticks  and  roots 
entirely  wanting  in  the  alkaloid  emetine.  The  detection  of 
this  has  led  to  a  falling-off  in  the  price  of  and  demand 
for  Matto  Grosso  ipecac,  while  the  importation  into  Europe 
of  the  inferior  and  cheaper  quality  of  the  drug  from  Carta- 
gena, in  New  Granada,  has  also  doubtless  tended  to  destroy 
what  was  once  practically  a  monopoly  for  Matto  Grosso.  The 


number  of  men  now  engaged  in  collecting  does  not  probably 
exceed  400,  and  if  the  collection  of  rubber  goes  on  increasing 
at  the  present  rate,  I  anticipate  that  the  number  will  be  still 
further  reduced. 

The  forests  where  the  plant  grows  are  Government  lands, 
and  have  not  hitherto  been  alienated  to  private  individuals, 
everyone  apparently  having  the  right  to  work  undefined 
areas  on  no  other  title  than  that  conferred  by  discovery  and 
occupancy. 

Attempts  to  cultivate  the  plant  in  India  have  not  hitherto 
met  with  success,  but  no  one  has  as  yet  given  the  subject 
(hat  amount  of  scientific  attention  which  it  deserves  in  its 
own  natural  habitat.  It  has  been  proved  that  the  stems 
thrown  away  by  the  collectors,  after  breaking  off  the  valu- 
able part  of  the  root,  again  take  root,  and  thus  reproduce  ; 
but  this  would  seem  to  be  conditional  on  at  least  a  small 
portion  of  the  annulated  root  having  been  left  on  the  leaf- 
stem.  Reproduction  also  takes  place  from  seed,  and  it  is 
thus  highly  improbable  that  the  plant  will  become  extinct 
in  its  native  habitat.  A  well-directed  exploration  in  the 
forests  to  the  west  and  north-west  of  those  which  up  till  the 
present  have  formed  the  field  of  exploitation  would  probably 
reveal  virgin  fields  or  clumps. 


|.lrcscrbation  of  (Lrggs. 


THE  result  of  some  expeiiments  undertaken  with  the 
purpose  of  finding  our  the  best  method  of  preserving 
eggs  is  recorded  by  the  United  States  Commercial  Agent  at 
Freiburg.  The  following  is  the  result,  after  eight  months  of 
preservation,  of  the  twenty  different  methods  experimented 
with  :— 

(1)  Eggs  placed  for  preservation  in  salt  water  were  all 
bad  (not  rotten,  but  uneatable,  the  salt  having  penetrated 
into  lhe  eggs).  (2)  Wrapped  in  paper,  80  per  cent.  bad. 
(3)  Preserved  in  a  solution  of  salicylic  acid  and  glycerine, 
80  per  cent.  bad.  (4)  Rubbed  with  salt,  70  per  cent.  bad. 
(5)  Preserved  in  bran,  70  per  cent.  bad.  (6)  Provided  with 
a  cover  of  paraffin,  70  per  cent.  bad.  (7)  Varnished  with  a 
solution  of  glycerine  and  salicylic  acid,  70  per  cent.  bad. 
(8)  Put  in  boiling  water  for  twelve  to  fifteen  seconds,  50  per 
cent.  bad.  (9)  Treated  with  a  solution  of  alum,  50  per  cent, 
bad.  (10)  Put  in  a  solution  of  salicylic  acid,  50  per  cent, 
bad.  (11)  Varnished  with  water-glass,  40  per  cent.  bad. 
(12)  Varnished  with  collodion,  40  per  cent.  bad.  (13)  Covered 
with  lac,  40  per  cent.  bad.  (14)  Varnished  with  various 
mixtures,  20  per  cent.  bad.  (15)  Preserved  in  ashes  of 
wood,  20  per  cent.  bad.  (16)  Treated  with  boric  acid  and 
water-glass,  20  per  cent.  bad.  (17)  Treated  with  potassium 
manganate,  20  per  cent.  bad.  (18)  Varnished  with  vaseline, 
all  good.  (19)  Preserved  in  lime-water,  all  good.  (20)  Pre- 
served in  a  solution  of  water-glass,  all  good.  The  last  three 
methods  are  consequently  the  best  ones,  the  preservation  in 
a  solution  of  water-glass  being  preferable,  as  rubbing  the 
eggs  with  vaseline  takes  too  much  time,  and  the  lime-water 
method  occasionally  communicated  to  the  eggs  a  disagreeable- 
odour  and  taste. 

It  is,  of  course,  important  that  only  new-laid  eggs  be 
used  for  preservation.  As  a  test  for  fresh  eggs  a  solution  of 
120  grammes  of  salt  in  1  litre  of  water  is  used.  This  forms 
a  solution  of  sp.  gr.  1  073,  and  all  eggs  which  sink  in  this 
solution  may  be  used  for  preservation. 


Wail  of  Toe. — "A  little  corn  on  a  maid's  toe  grew, 
listen  to  her  wail  of  toe  ;  caused  by  the  pinch  of  a  too  tight 
shoe,  instead  of  a  four,  a  number  two,  it  grew  and  grew  ; 
listen  to  the  wail  of  toe.  As  time  went  on,  as  time  will  do, 
listen  to  my  wail  of  toe ;  the  corn  waxed  red  and  maiden 
blue,  it  was  ten  times  worse  than  the  hump  (kerchew),  'tis 
true,  too  true  ;  listen  to  the  wail  of  toe.  She  had  a  seat  in 
the  end  of  a  pew,  listen  to  the  wail  of  toe;  a  big  fat  man 
with  his  clogs  in  view,  put  his  No.  10  on  her  kangaroo.  Oh 
whew  !  oh  whew  !  listen  to  my  wail  of  toe." 


April  30,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


705 


Zvabe  Botes. 


Messrs.  Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  Washington  Street, 
Glasgow,  announce  that  they  are  prepared  to  supply  the  pre- 
parations of  the  new  B.P.  immediately  the  volume  is  issued  to 
the  public. 

The  Prosser  Roberts  Company,  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  have  fitted  up  laboratories  at  their  two  shops  at 
Camberwell  and  Walworth  for  radiography.  The  charges 
range  from  2s.  6rf.  to  40s. 

We  regret  to  have  put  Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  & 
Morgan,  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  E.C.,  to  some  incon- 
venience by  stating  that  they  had  a  copy  of  the  new  B.P.  on 
exhibition  in  their  office.  This  was  a  slip  due  to  misreading 
of  an  advertisement. 

Cox's  Gelatine.— Mr.  L.  H,  Roberts,  Easccheap 
Buildings,  E.C.,  the  London  agent  for  Cox's  gelatine,  is 
inviting  application  for  samples.  This  gelatine  is  one  of 
the  best-known  kinds,  and  one  of  the  first  to  be  introduced 
as  a  substitute  for  isinglass.  It  is  in  thin  shred-,  and  easily 
dissolves  in  water. 

New  Cod-liver  Oil.— Messrs.  Freudentheil  &  Co., 
21  Minting  Lane,  E.C  ,  the  agents  for  Brodr  Aarsrether's 
make  ( f  Lofoten  cod-liver  oil,  send  us  a  sample  of  this 
season's  product,  which  is  excellent  in  respect  to  colour, 
odour,  and  taste,  and  those  who  have  not  made  arrangements 
for  Iheir  supply  for  the  winter  would  do  well  to  keep  this 
brand  in  view.    It  is  a  first-class  medicinal  oil. 

Messrs.  Corry  &  Co.  (Limited),  Finsbury  Street,  E.C, 
referring  to  an  article  on  "  Insect  Pests  "  in  the  C.  Sf  I>.  of 
March  26  last,  in  which  it  was  mentioned  that  a  Battersea 
firm  was  allowed  by  the  Excise  to  use  duty-free  tobacco, 
inform  us  that  their  firm  was  the  first  to  obtain  this  conces- 
sion for  agricultural  and  horticultural  preparations,  in  1866, 
and  that  they  have  continued  to  benefit  by  it  ever  since. 

The  directors  of  Camwal  have  undertaken  the  manufac- 
ture at  all  their  branches  of  a  brewed  ginger-beer,  which  is 
rapidly  becoming  the  popular  beverage.  The  Harrogate 
factory  has  supplied  this  article  for  the  last  year,  and 
London,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  Bristol  are  now 
■supplied  with  the  proper  plant,  and  are  able  to  turn 
out  a  high-class  article,  which  the  shareholders  will  find  a 
satisfaction  in  selling. 

Mr.  Peter  Moller,43  Snow  Hill,  E.C,  sends  us  a  sample 
of  his  hydroxyl-free  cod-liver  oil  prepared  from  this  season's 
livers,  from  fish  caught  in  the  Lofotens.  Mr.  Moller  is  par- 
ticularly careful  in  the  selection  of  cod-livers  to  ensure  that 
none  but  perfectly  healthy  ones  are  used  in  his  patent  pro- 
cess, and  this  fact,  combined  with  freedom  from  hydroxyls, 
no  doubt  accounts  for  the  oil  being  so  exceedingly  bland  and 
sweet.  As  usual  it  is  put  up  in  bottles  to  retail  at  2s.  3d,  on 
P.A.T.A.  terms. 

Messrs.  Snowdon,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  Millwall, 
London,  E ,  inform  us  that  they  have  terminated  their 
engagement  with  Bell's  Asbestos  Company  to  whom  they 
supplied  solid  and  liquid  lubricants  under  contract.  The 
lubricant  is  to  be  known  in  future  as  the  "  Snowdrift  Lubri- 
cant." The  firm  are  also  entering  into  the  home  trade  in 
asbestos  and  indiarubber  boiler-covering  composition  and 
general  mechanical  goods,  in  which  they  have  already  a  large 
foreign  connection.  The  prices  of  these  products  have  been 
Tevised,  and  are  considerably  reduced. 

B.  P.  Specific  Gravities.  -Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  & 
Co.,  Holloway,  N.,  are  calling  attention  in  this  issue  to  their 
handy  thermo-hydrometers  which  should  find  enlarged 
spheres  of  usefulness  now  that  so  many  alterations  in 
specific  gravities  are  included  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia. 
We  have  before  pointed  out  the  great  advantages  of  these 
instruments,  and  now  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  more  pre- 
cise in  regard  to  specific  gravities  and  the  temperature  of 
taking  them,  these  thermo-hydrometers,  though  not  described 
in  the  appendices,  are  just  the  things  wanted.  The  thermo- 
meter scale  is  graduated  in  Centigrade  and  Fahrenheit 
degrees. 


"  Three  Trade  Travellers." — Messrs.  W.  Kemp  & 
Son,  wholesale  and  export  druggists,  Horncastle,  Lines,  are 
another  of  the  firms  who  do  business  without  travellers,  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  they  have  advanced  in  favour  shows 
the  wisdom  of  their  policy.  They  have,  however,  "  three 
trade  travellers,"  which  are  of  special  interest  to  colonial 
buyers — viz.,  (1)  an  export  prices  current  of  drugs,  chemicals, 
galenicals,  &c.  ;  (2)  an  illustrated  list  of  counter  specialities  ; 
(3)  a  wholesale  export  price-list  of  genuine  powders.  Each  of 
these  is  original  and  distinctive.  Any  colonial  chemist  who 
has  not  had  a  call  from  these  three  travellers  has  but  to 
drop  a  postcard  to  the  firm,  when  they  will  be  sent  post-free. 
Messrs.  Kemp  make  a  feature  in  their  export  business  of 
providing  absolutely  free  containers,  both  as  regards  inner  and 
outer  packages.  The  "  powder  "  list  referred  to  is  a  new  one, 
and  signalises  the  completion  of  the  firm's  new  drug-mills, 
which  have  been  fitted  with  new  plant.  They  also  issue 
three  home  lists  similar  to  the  export  ones. 


Business  Gfeanocs, 


Notice  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


Messrs.  D.  W.  Greenhough  &  Co.  have  removed  from 
No.  5  to  No.  29  Rood  Lane,  E.C. 

Mr.  James  Anderson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account  at  36  Heme  Street, 
Edinburgh. 

Messrs.  F.  Shearing  &  Co.,  wax-merchants,  Billiter 
Buildings,  have  removed  to  larger  offices  at  2L  Water  Lane, 
Great  Tower  Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  Bonner  Morgan,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Barton, 
has  removed  from  Wateriow  Strtet  to  larger  and  more  central 
premises  at  8  and  9  Derby  Street. 

Mr.  James  Whittle,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
from  Mr.  W.  G.  T.  H-pplewhite  the  business  recently  carried 
on  by  him  at  30  Bridge  Street,  Morpeth. 

Dr.  Meli  and  Dr.  Mizzi,  of  Valetta,  Malta,  announce 
that  their  pharmacy  at  32  Strada  S.  Giovanni  in  that  city 
will  henceforth  be  carried  on  as  Dr.  A.  Mizzi  &  Co.'s  The 
Original  English  Dispensary. 

Mr.  Hugo  Lohenz,  7  and  8  Idol  Lane,  E  C,  has  taken 
over  the  agency  for  the  spirits  of  wine  manufactured  by  the 
Norddeutsche  Spritwerke  vorm  Hoeper  A.  G.  Hamburg, 
hitherto  held  by  Messrs.  A.  Trapp  &  Co. 

A  new  pharmacy  has  been  opened  at  3  and  4  Charing  Cross 
Mansions,  Glasgow,  by  Messrs.  John  Lawrence  &  Son. 
Mr.  Lawrence,  senior,  was  for  many  years  manager  of  Messrs. 
Frazer  &  Green's  Sauchiehall  Street  establishment. 

Mr.  George  Dobson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Leicester, 
has  removed  to  new  premises,  No.  26  Market.  Place,  which 
he  has  refitted  with  new  cabinet-work,  &c,  and  has  lighted 
with  electric  light.  The  ground-floor  space  covers  an  area 
of  1,058  square  feet. 

Mr.  Martin  Peels,  who  has  sold  his  business  as  an 
essential-oil  importer,  at  62,  63  and  63  Basinghall  Street,  to 
the  Essential  Oil  Importers  and  Exporters  (Limited)  announces 
that  for  reasons  of  health  he  intends  as  soon  as  circumstances 
permit  to  take  up  his  permanent  residence  on  the  Continent. 

The  company  lately  trading  as  B.  F.  Moise  (Limited), 
manufacturers  of  perfumes  and  tillers  of  enamelled  collap- 
sible tubes,  have  obtained  the  authorisation  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  a  change  of  their  title  to  Jules  Vigo  &  Cie 
("Limited).  They  have  removed  to  more  suitable  premises  at 
24  Newbury  Street,  Aldersgate  Street,  where  they  have 
organised  a  special  export  department. 


The  Medical  Press  says  that  the  case  of  the  man  who 
recently  committed  suicide  at  West  Ham,  and  who  was  said 
to  have  swallowed  as  much  as  three  bottles  of  Seigel's 
syrup  daily  is  "■  an  extraordinary  instance  of  vitality." 
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(Bhdxalvtiz  Chlorate. 


AT  the  Chicago  Exhibition  in  1893  electrolytic  alkali  and 
chlorate  were  shown  for  the  first  time  in  public,  at  least 
from  a  large  factory.  These  were  German  produce,  but  water 
from  the  Alps  had  turned  the  wheels  which  made  the  electricity 
that  decomposed  the  salt  which  gave  the  chlorine  and  the 
alkali  needed  for  the  chlorate.  Much  progress  has  been 
made  with  electrolytic  production  of  alkali  and  chlorine  since 
then,  and  in  Switzerland  the  electrolytic  process  of  manu- 
facturing chlorate  of  potash  was  established  in  1895-96.  when 
Messrs.  Corbin  &  Co.,  of  Upper  Savoie,  built  their  works  on 
the  river  Arve,  which  flows  from  the  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
directly  on  the  tourist  route  for  that  mountain.  The  water- 
power  requisite  for  the  factory  is  taken  from  this  river  in  the 
vale  of  Chamonix,  and  brought,  partly  by  tunnels,  and  partly 
by  a  double  line  of  steel  pipes  5  feet  in  diameter,  to  the 
works. 


Water-conduits  froh  the  Arve. 

From  the  outlet  of  the  tunnel  in  the  mountain-side  the 
water  has  an  almost  perpendicular  descent  of  450  feet 
through  two  steel  pipes,  5  feet  in  diameter  (shown  in  the 
above  illustration),  to  twelve  turbine-wheels.    These  wheels 


The  Dvxamo-sheds. 

are  situated  beside  the  sheds  wherein  the  battery  of  dynamos 
is  placed.  Each  turbine  develops  1  000  h.p.,  and  drives 
a  dynamo  which  produces  an  850  h.p.  current.  There  are 
twelve  dynamos  in  operation,  and  these  together  create 
sufficient  electric  force  to  produce  annually  about  400  tons 
of  chlorate  of  potash.  "This  factory,"  says  the  <?.,  P.,  %  D. 
Reporter,  "is  the  largest  single  producer  of  chlorate  of 


potash  in  the  world.  Since  it  began  operations,  two  years 
ago,  the  price  of  the  product  has  fallen  30  per  cent.  It 
is  almost  certain,"  continues  our  contemporary.  "  that  the 
great  chemical-industries  will  soon  be  transferred  from  the 
coal-mines  to  the  mountains.  St.  Helens  and  Newcastle  will 
be  replaced  by  new  cities  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps,  and  the 
vicinity  of  a  chemical-works,  instead  of  being  a  land  of 
desolation,  will  become  an  attraction  to  the  lovers  of  the 
beautiful  in  nature."  This  is  a  little  hard  upon  us,  espe- 
cially as  electrolytic  processes  are  in  operation  in  this 
country,  and  are  making  fair  progress  too.  Still,  com- 
petition is  good  for  us. 


Jit  Jploucjb  Court  SU'tn  Clears  fgo. 

OUR  Melbourne  editor  has  been  in  communication  with  Mr. 
William  May,  Forrest  Hill,  Sandford,  Tasmania,  and  the 
following  is  the  result :  — 

My  dear  friend,  you  press  me  after  the  lapse  of  sixty  years 
to  brush  away  the  dust  on  the  tablets  of  my  memory,  and 
write  out  for  you  all  that  I  can  recall  relative  to  the  business 
of  Allen  Sc  Hanburys,  wherein  I  figured  as  an  assistant  in 
'36,  '37  and  '38.  The  firm  then  consisted  of  William  Allen, 
F.R.S.,  Cornelius  Hanbury,  Daniel  Bell  Hanbury,  and  John 
Thomas  Barry,  of  whom  the  first-named  was  a  sleeping 
partner — the  title  of  the  firm  then,  Allen,  Hanburys  & 
Barry.  To  begin  at  the  beginning.  A  visitor  to  London  after 
crossing  London  Bridge  found  himself  in  Gracechurch  Street, 
with  its  throng  and  its  lines  of  suburban  omnibuses.  To 
reach  "  Plough  Court"  if  he  were  seeking  it.  he  would  turn 
into  quiet  Lombard  Street,  the  street  of  the  great  London 
banks,  and  not  far  down  on  the  left-hand  side,  stop  before  a 
rather  narrow  arched  passage  between  high  buildings.  On 
either  side  of  the  passage  he  would  read  the  words  "Plough 
Court";  nothing  more — no  intimation  that  it  led  to  a  place 
of  any  importance.  Surely,  he  thinks,  this  is  a  queer  place 
to  find  a  large  and  widely  celebrated  retail  pharmacy. 
Proceeding  up  the  passage  he  comes  into  a  paved  court,  open 
only  to  the  square  of  sky  above ;  the  business  premises  of 
Allen  &  Co.  occupying  the  whole  frontage  facing  him ;  the 
shop-front  in  the  centre  in  bald  simplicity — no  splendour,  no 
meretricious  attractions  here.  The  squares  of  glass  in  the 
large  old-fashioned  window  are  small,  and  if  he  had  time  to 
closely  scan  those  panes,  he  would  find  the  names  of  many 
an  assistant  of  the  Arm  inscribed  thereon.  The  only  sign  of 
the  business  carried  on  within  was  one  glass  with  some 
coloured  fluid,  and  a  tall  glass  with  leeches  in  it,  near  to  the 
double  doors.  The  shop  was  very  large,  deep,  and  high,  the 
counting-house  at  the  end  of  it.  A  broad,  easy  staircase  led 
from  the  corner  opposite  the  door,  to  the  upper  portion  of 
the  house,  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  Hanbury  and  family  in  the 
winter  half-year.  A  glance  convinces  the  incomer,  that  here 
all  is  practical,  definite,  direct.  He  sees  no  placards,  no  display, 
no  glass  cases.  No  quack  medicines  of  any  kind  are  sold 
here,  no  lavender-water,  no  "  eau  de  cologne,"  no  lozenges. 
Simply  on  the  left  side  of  the  shop  a  long  counter,  with 
stands  for  six  dispensing  operators,  and  a  cross-counter  at 
the  bottom  of  it,  where  cne  assistant  serves  customers  strictly 
within  the  limits  of  the  materia  medica.  These  counters 
occupied  about  half  the  shop.  A  few  plain  chairs  for  wait- 
ing customers.  Warm  air.  generated  below,  kept  the  shop 
comfortable  in  winter,  and  I  must  mention,  we  had  advanced 
to  gas,  and  burnt  it  in  the  evening,  which  sometimes  began 
between  3  and  4  P  M  .  to  say  nothing  of  foggy  days. 
Behind  the  dispensing-counter,  the  whole  side  of  the  shop 
was  occupied  with  drawers  and  bottles  containing  the 
ammunition  which  it  was  our  business  to  fire  off  mercilessly 
on  the  physician's  patients.  "  Goto  Plough  Court" — yes,  there 
they  will  compound  his  "mixtures"  with  some  six  or  eight 
ingredients,  or  his  pills  ditto,  his  "draughts,"  with  perhaps  a 
deep,  nauseous  sediment  of  powdered  cinchona-bark  at  the 
bottom  of  each,  and  something  to  keep  the  patient  awake  in 
the  shape  of  a  larger  or  smaller  blister.  Our  linn  took  in  the 
Lancet,  and  well  enough  we  understood  what  was  going 
on.  Sometimes  there  would  be  a  great  run  on  one  drug  or 
preparation,  sometimes  on  another.  Thus  the  physicians 
experimented  on  their  patients  and  recorded  the  results  in 
the  Lancet.  Among  the  many  bottles  behind  us  were 
large  ones,  filled  with  many  "infusions"  made  fresh  every 
corning,  and  often  having  to  be  remade  and  refilled  during 
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the  day.  All  was  systematic  in  the  highest  degree  at  Plough 
Court.  The  dispensing-counter  was  divided  distinctly  into 
six  stands.  At  the  top,  near  the  window,  stood  Mr.  C.  Hanbury, 
then  Mr.  D.  B.  H.,  next  the  head  assistant,  and  we,  the  other 
three,  followed  in  order.  Each  of  us  had  a  complete  fit-out— 
our  own  scales,  to  be  cleaned  every  morning,  our  till  with 
Chubb's  lock  and  key,  our  own  drawer  for  paper  cut  to  sizes, 
our  own  pill-boxes  made  for  the  firm.  On  the  counter  before 
each  stood  a  tin  with  blank  labels  for  directions,  each  label 
furnished  with  strings  which  tied  them  round  the  neck  of  the 
bottle,  according  to  the  orthodox  practice  of  ancientpharmacy. 
Business  was  brisk  ;  there  was  no  mistake  about  that.  When 
the  tide  of  outside  London  flowed  into  the  City  our  work 
began.  The  swinging  doors  were  kept  briskly  going,  as  one 
City  man  or  clerk  after  another  rushed  in,  and,  laying  a  pre- 
scription on  the  counter,  with  the  intimation  that  he  would  call 
at  4  or  call  at  5,  rushed  out  again.  In  no  very  long  time  each 
of  us  would  be  in  possession  of  a  pile  of  these  prescriptions 
under  the  paper-weight ;  and  there  was  no  time  to  lose. 
Other  customers  dropping  in  must  be  served  while  they 
waited.  It  was  sometimes  very  close  work,  and  it  was  the 
head  assistant's  duty  to  look  round  and  see  if  either  of  us 
wanted  help.  Occasionally  there  was  hardly  time  to  dine. 
In  the  afternoon  and  evening  the  thing  was  reversed  ;  then 
the  swinging  doors  went  again  as  one  after  another  rushed 
in — "My  medicine  please — Smith,  Jones,''  with  just  time  to 
catch  the  omnibus  in  Gracechurch  Street.  And,  rush  as  it 
often  was,  scarcely  ever  was  the  medicine  not  ready.  No; 
we  were  too  well  drilled  for  that.  At  Allen  &  Hanburys' 
there  was  to  be  no  failure  of  any  kind.  Eich  of  us  had  two 
books,  A  and  B,  for  alternate  days.  In  these  we  recorded 
each  prescription  compounded,  and  received  a  bonus  at  per 
100.  This  bonus  was  considered  to  cover  the  liability  to 
fines — 10s.  for  an  error  in  dispensing,  5s.  for  any  in  the  retail 
business.  The  fines  had  very  rarely  to  be  inflicted.  We  had 
a  young  man  always  handy  to  wait  on  us  in  all  manner  of 
ways,  to  make  fresh  infusions,  &c  ,  at  the  ring  of  his  bell, 
and  a  well-preserved  old  lady,  with  shining  cherry  cheeks 
and  bright  spectacles,  a  perfect  adept  at  washing  mortars 
and  graduated  glasses — and  often  we  kept  her  going  pretty 
smartly.  Yes,  old  Mrs.  Downer  must  have  her  record  here. 
She  was  there  many  years,  and  still  longer  the  warehouse- 
man and  the  laboratory-men.  All  drugs  and  preparations 
ordered  from  outside  were  placed,  as  they  came  in,  on  a  well- 
lighted  counter  in  the  warehouse  ;  when  Mr.  Barry  arrived 
each  morning  his  first  task  was  most  carefully  to  examine 
and  test  each  article,  and  no  one  might  take  anything  off 
that  counter  until  it  had  been  so  examined.  The  old  ware- 
houseman before  breakfast  filled  up  all  bottles  and  drawers 
requiring  it,  and  placed  such  on  a  counter  at  the  back  of  the 
shop,  where  the  head  assistant  when  he  arrived  examined 
them.  The  warehouseman  was  also  liable  to  a  fine  for  a 
mistake,  which  went  to  the  examiner  and  kept  him  sharp. 
There  was  a  certain  steady  amount  of  wholesale  business 
done,  and  in  the  laboratory  many  chemical  processes  went 
on.  One  speciality  was  the  preparation  of  vegetable  extracts 
in  a  vacuum-apparatus  which  might  have  been  a  patent  for 
anything  I  remember.  The  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  being 
to  a  large  extent  removed,  the  decoction  was  evaporated  with 
much  less  heat,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  medicinal  virtue 
of  the  plant. 

Well,  my  friend,  I  think  the  foregoing  is  the  best  I  can  do 
for  you.  There  were  no  adventures,  no  romance,  to  enliven 
my  reminiscence,  no  cod-liver  oil  or  other  prominent  speciality. 
Faithful  drugs,  correctness,  precision,  and  punctuality  were 
the  order  of  the  day  at  Allen's  in  my  time  and  justified  their 
reputation. 

Re- vaccination  :— The  Lancet  gives  a  report  by  Mr.  T. 
Bond,  surgeon,  A  Division  Metropolitan  Police,  of  a  long 
series  of  re-vaccination-tests  which  he  had  made  during  the 
year  1897.  Mr.  Bond's  method  was  to  use  glycerinated 
lymph  on  each  person,  and  if,  in  a  week,  no  vesicles 
appeared,  to  try  a  different  vaccine.  If  that  also  failed  to 
produce  vesicles  he  assumed  that  the  subject  was  perfectly 
protected,  but  if  the  second  vaccination  took  effect  he 
reckoned  the  first  a  "  failure  "  From  a  summary  of  his  state- 
ment it  appears  that  out  of  898  re-vaccinations  attempted 
during  the  year  with  the  glycerinated  lymph,  as  obtained 
from  the  Association  for  the  Supply  of  Pure  Vaccine,  only 
219  per  cent,  were  "  failures." 


"Faxgo"  is  the  Italian  for  mud,  and  is  applied  to  that 
obtained  from  the  lakes  of  Bataglia.  It  is  used  as  a  kind  of 
poultice  by  plastering  it  on  the  skin  and  then  covering  with 
a  cloth. 

New  Use  foe  Alum. — Proprietor:  "What  in  the  world 
are  you  taking  alum  for  ?  "  New  Clerk  :  "  Want  to  contract 
my  stomach  so  that  I  can  live  within  my  salary." — Detroit 
Free  Press. 

Customer  :  "  You  know  that  prescription  you  filled  forme 
yesterday.  I  want  a  copy  of  it."  Druggist:  "  I  guess  you'll 
have  to  get  it  from  the  doctor.  I  never  could  read  his 
handwriting." — Life. 

If  you  need  a  recipe  for  anything  look  in  "Pharmaceutical 
Formulas "  for  it.  The  book  may  be  obtained  direct  from 
our  office  for  8s.  post  free,  or  from  any  wholesale  or  sundries 
house  at  7s.  6d.  net. 

Eigon  is  the  name  given  by  E.  Dieterich,  of  Helfenberg, 
to  a  constant  iodoalbunhn.  Alpha  eigon  is  a  light-brown 
powder  containing  20  per  cent,  of  iodine  ;  the  beta  variety  is 
pepontised.    Various  preparations  of  these  are  offered. 


Some  Australian  |1fj:irmnd  s. 

THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  OF  AUSTRALASIA 
published  in  February  of  this  year  the  result  of  a  photo- 
graphic competition  organised  on  the  lines  of  one  we  had  last 
year.  The  photographs  in  our  competition  (C.  $  I).,  July  31, 
1897)  were  generally  taken  in  the  spring.  Our  Australian 
friends,  however,  owing  to  climatic  differences,  were  able  to 
take  theirs  in  December,  a  time  of  the  year  which  should  be 
best  for  the  purpose  owing  to  the  extra  window-displays  of  the 
Christmas  season.  We  do  not,  however,  see  any  evidences  of 
this  in  the  series.  Many  chemists  at  home  make  a  grand 
window-display  of  scents  and  soaps  at  that  season,  but  as  it 
is  the  time  of  fogs  and  dull  weather  successful  photographs 
are  not  easily  taken.  We  are  reproducing  the  photographs 
which  were  sent  in,  as  a  comparison  of  English  and  Australian 
pharmacies  brings  out  some  interesting  points.  The  prize 
for  the  best  photograph  of  an  exterior  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
A.  E.  Durno,  of  Sydney.  This  is  a  well-taken  picture, 
showing  plenty  of  detail.  The  two  best  views  of  an  interior 
were  judged  to  be  those  of  the  pharmacies  of  Messrs. 
Francis  &  Co.  and  Messrs.  Simpson  &  Davenport,  both  in 
Melbourne.  On  comparing  the  photographs  with  those  sent 
in  for  our  competition  we  notice  the  similarity  of  the  in- 
teriors to  what  we  are  accustomed  to  in  England.  It  looks 
as  though  one  could  enter  any  of  these  shops  and  feel  quite 
at  home.  With  the  exterior  views,  however,  it  is  different. 
The  view  of  Mr.  Sheppard's  pharmacy  at  Mudgee,  with  its 
verandah,  suggests  a  greater  proportion  of  sunlight  than  we 
are  accustomed  to,  the  idea  of  the  verandah  being  to  exclude 
part  of  the  light.  Mudgee  in  New  South  Wales,  where  this 
shop  is  situated,  is  a  gold-mining  town  of  only  about  3,000 
people,  but  with  a  populous  district  round.  The  shop  seems  in 
advance  of  the  necessities  of  the  place,  and  its  size  is  owing 
to  the  ambition  of  Mr.  Slieppard  to  be  the  proprietor  of  a  first- 
class  model  pharmacy.  Mr.  Sheppard,  we  may  add,  was 
apprenticed  in  Birmingham,  and  was  subsequently  an 
assistant  in  one  or  two  shops  in  London,  and  he  thinks  his 
pharmacy  compares  favourably  with  any  of  them.  The 
curves  of  the  window  are  noticeable,  the  same  idea  being 
carried  out  in  Messrs.  Francis' two  shops  in  Melbourne.  The 
Bourke  Street  shop,  at  the  top  left-hand  corner  of  page  709 
is  of  a  pretty  oriental  design  and  pleasantly  shaded  by 
trees.  The  window  is  somewhat  small  according  to  English 
ideas,  and  less  adapted  for  window-display  than  would  be 
acceptable  in  the  home  country.  The  exteriors  of  the 
pharmacies  of  Mr.  Durno  and  Mr.  Shaw  are  typical  English 
ones.  It  is  necessary  to  add  that  the  half-tone  blocks  hardly 
do  justice  to  the  original  photographs,  much  fine  detail  being 
lost ;  still,  they  are  sufficiently  distinct  to  give  a  good  idea  of 
what  the  chemists'  shops  are  like  at  the  other  side  of  the 
Empire. 
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Cbe  (Galenical  preparations  of  the  $Tcto 
§ rilis ji  \) b a r m at o p cc i a. 

By  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S. 


TINCTURES. 

Paet  II. — Standardisation,  Processes  and  Results. 

ALTHOUGH  it  will  be  satisfactory  in  some  degree  to  Farr 
and  Wright  that  the  strengths  of  spirit  suggested  by 
them  as  a  result  of  their  experiments  upon  the  alkaloidal 
tinctures  have  in  almost  every  case  been  adopted  in  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia,  yet  it  may  be  disappointing  that  their  work 
has  not  borne  fruit  in  the  present  Pharmacopoeia  by  the 
extension  of  standardisation  to  these  preparations. 

The  Principle  op  Standardisation 
has  only  been  extended  to  one  tincture  in  addition  to  those 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  1885 — namely,  that  of  belladonna. 
In  some  of  the  cases  the  processes  devised  by  Farr  and 
Wright  may  possibly  leave  room  for  improvement,  but  the 
non-acceptance  of  them  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee 
would  appear  to  be  due  principally  to  the  absence  of  precise 
knowledge  of  the  action  of  the  alkaloids  upon  which  such 
estimations  were  based,  and  this  appears  to  apply  especially 
in  the  cases  of  colchicum  and  gelsemium.  I  think,  moreover, 
that  their  complete  non-acceptance  is  to  be  much  preferred 
to  the  unsatisfactory  attempt  at  standardisation  contained  in 
the  Swiss  Pharmacopoeia,  in  which  these  tinctures,  amongst 
■others,  are  required  to  give  in  certain  quantity  a  flocculent 
precipitate  with  Mayer's  reagent. 

It  does  seem  that  the  application  of  the  process  of  stan- 
dardisation to  belladonna  should  have  been  followed  by  a  similar 
advance  inthecaseof  preparations  of  the  leaves  of  hyoscyamus 
and  stramonium.  The  purification  of  the  alkaloid  obtained 
from  jaborandi  and  its  galenical  preparations  is  attended  with 
so  much  difficulty  that  it  seems  probable  that  it  is  on  this 
account  that  no  method  of  standardisation  to  pilocarpine 
strength  has  been  adopted.  In  the  case  of  aconite,  many 
experiments  have  been  conducted  with  a  view  to  the 
standardisation  of  the  tincture  and  other  galenical  prepara- 
tions according  to  the  proportion  of  aconitine  contained  in 
them,  and  I  have  myself  devised  a  process,  which  answers 
fairly  well,  depending  upon  the  determination  of  acetic  acid 
Tesultirjg  from  the  decomposition  of  crystalline  aconitine. 
The  recent  results,  however,  published  by  Professor  Cash  and 
Mr.  Dunstan,  of  which  a  brief  account  has  appeared  in  these 
pages  (C.  S;  D.,  February  19,  page  313),  would  appear  to  in- 
dicate that  the  standardisation  of  preparations  of  aconite, 
even  though  based  upon  a  definite  percentage  of  aconitine, 
would  be  of  little  value  unless  at  the  same  time  the  amount 
of  aconine  were  determined,  if  the  latter  alkaloid  has  such 
antagonistic  properties  to  aconitine  as  their  experiments 
show.  Possibly,  however,  before  the  issue  of  another  Phar- 
macopoeia the  standardisation  of  the  preparations  of  these 
drugs  may  be  made  practicable  by  a  more  complete  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  and  action  of  the  alkaloids,  or  active 
principles  contained  in  them,  and  the  publication  of  accurate 
processes  for  their  determination. 

Tincture  of  Belladonna. — The  percentage  of  total  alkaloids 
adopted  for  this  tincture — namely,  05  per  cent. — is  higher 
than  the  highest  percentage  obtained  by  Farr  and  Wright  in 
the  preparation  of  tinctures  of  the  leaves  of  that  plant,  the 
average  percentages  of  alkaloid  being  only  about  025  per 
cent.,  and  double  the  strength  of  the  tincture  suggested  by 
Barclay.     Its  strength  is  practically  twice  that  of  the 


majority  of  the  tinctures  of  belladonna-leaves  of  the  1885 
Pharmacopoeia,  although  the  dose  has  not  been  propor- 
tionately reduced,  the  uniformity  of  dosage  of  the  potent 
tinctures  being  preserved. 

Tincture  of  Nux  Vomica. — The  standardisation  of  this 
tincture  to  a  definite  strychnine  strength  in  place  of  total 
alkaloids,  which  is  equivalent  to  approximately  twice  the 
strychnine  strength  of  the  B.P.,  1885,  is  also  satisfactory, 
and  the  details  of  the  processes  for  the  separation  of  the 
alkaloids  and  standardisation  will  be  referred  to  in  a  sub- 
sequent article  on  extracts,  as  well  as  the  varieties  of  seeds 
best  adapted  for  the  preparations  of  this  important  drug. 

Other  Tinctures. — The  final  standardisation  of  tinctures  of 
opium  and  cinchona,  as  well  as  the  compound  tincture  of  the 
latter,  are  an  advance  that  was  of  course  anticipated.  The 
incomplete  exhaustion  of  cinchona  by  proof  spirit  has  been 
repeatedly  referred  to,  and  the  results  of  Farr  and  Wright 
clearly  indicate  that  the  best  solvent  is  a  spirit  of  70  to 
80  per  cent,  strength,  the  former  of  which  is  now  adopted. 
In  the  ca^c  of  tincture  of  opium,  much  correspondence  has 
taken  place  in  the  columns  of  this  journal,  and  in  a  letter  of 
August  23.  1892,  I  called  attention  to  a  tincture  that  would 
be  produced  from  an  opium  of  the  alka'oiial  standard  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  1885,  unless  final  standardisation  were 
resorted  to.  The  suggestion  then  put  forward  that  one 
method  of  getting  rid  of  this  difficulty  would  be  the  raising 
of  the  standard  of  alkaloidal  value  of  opium  has  not  been 
followed,  but  the  alternative,  a  revised  method  of  prepara- 
tion— namely,  the  exhaustion  of  the  opium  with  water,  and 
final  addition  of  spirit  and  adjustment  to  bulk  by  stan- 
dardisation— will  now  produce  a  tincture  in  which,  if  the 
instructions  are  properly  carried  out,  no  doubt  can  remain 
as  to  the  strength  of  the  product  The  difference,  moreover, 
due  to  the  different  solvent  employed  in  the  assay  of  the 
opium  for  the  preparation  of  the  tincture  will  be  to  a  large 
extent  obviated. 

Processes. 

The  alterations  in  the  proportions  of  active  ingredients 
have  already  been  referred  to  in  the  exhaustive  article  on 
the  changes  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  (vide  ante,  page  623) 
and  the  two  processes  of  percolation  and  maceration  detailed. 
In  some  cases  slight  deviations  are  made  from  either  of  the 
two  processes  of  percolation  and  maceration,  consisting  in 
the  maceration  of  the  ingredienbs  and  filtration  and  the 
passage  of  sufficient  solvent  through  the  filter  to  produce  a 
definite  bulk. 

Special  reference  is  made  to  this,  because  in  the  process 
of  maceration  as  described  in  the  Appendix  to  the  work  no 
final  adjustment  of  the  bulk  is  directed.  This  accords  with 
the  principle  followed  in  both  the  French  and  German 
Pharmacopoeias,  but  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia, 
without  exception,  a  definite  bulk  of  tincture  is  directed  to 
be  prepared.  There  are,  undoubtedly,  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages in  the  method  of  preparation  of  tinctures  by 
maceration.  It  is  unquestionably  easier  and  more  econo- 
mical in  the  preparation  of  tinctures  on  a  small  scale  to 
macerate  the  ingredients  in  the  whole  of  the  menstruum  and 
then  use  pressure  to  obtain  as  far  as  possible  the  whole  of 
the  liquid.  The  resulting  tincture  is  of  practically  the  right 
strength,  as  the  solvent  retained  by  the  drug  is  in  most 
cases  charged  with  extractive  in  precisely  the  same  propor- 
tion as  the  resulting  tincture. 

On  a  larger  manufacturing  scale  where  recovery  of  the 
spirit  from  the  marc  by  distillation  is  possible,  there  can  be 
no  question  that  percolation  and  displacement  by  alcohol  of 
the  same  strength  as  that  employed  for  the  solvent  is  pre- 
ferable. The  tinctures  thus  prepared  usually  need  no 
filtration,  and,  moreover,  are  not  charged  with  expressed 
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extractive  matter  which  is  frequently  deposited  in  the 
finished  tinctures. 

In  the  selection  of  the  tinctures  to  be  prepared  by  the 
different  processes  the  suggestions  oE  R.  H.  Parker  (Year- 
book of  Pharmacy,  1894,  page  382)  have  been  to  some 
extent  adopted — namely,  that  those  of  about  1  in  8  strength 
should  be  prepared  by  maceration  only,  without  final 
adjustment  of  quantity,  those  of  1  in  4  or  greater  strength 
to  be  prepared  by  percolation.  Mr.  Parker  strongly  favoured 
the  omission  of  the  instructions  in  the  maceration  process, 
"add  sufficient  spirit  to  make  1  pint,"  contending  that  the 
products  would  then  be  of  the  same  strength  "  whether  a 
lemon-squeezer  or  hydraulic  press"  were  employed. 

I  have  had  a  series  of  tinctures  prepared  in  quantities  of 
1  pint  by  the  maceration  process,  where  such  process  is 
directed  in  the  Pharmaccpteia,  and  it  appears  of  interest  to 
record  the  products  obtained,  the  pharmacopooial  direc- 
tions having  been  followed  in  detail,  and  the  marcs 
pressed  with  a  small  tincture-press,  such  as  is  employed  by 
retail  pharmacists.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  quantity  of 
tincture  produced  varies  from  16.V  oz.  in  the  case  of  tincture 
of  squill  to  21-i  oz.  in  the  case  of  tinctures  of  fresh  lemon 
and  orange  peels. 


Specific  Gravities  of  Tinctures. 


Products  of  some  of  the  Tinctures  prepared  by  Maceration. 
Name  of  Tincture 


Strength  of 
Menstruum 


Product  from 
1  pint  Menstruum 


Tr.  auvantii 

,,  calumbae 

„  canthar. 

„  capsici... 

„  card.  co. 

„  catechu 

„  gent.  co. 

„  limonis 

„  lupuli  

.,  pruni  virg. 

„  scillae  ... 

„  sennas  ... 

„  sumbul 

„  valerian,  amnion. 


Per  cent. 
90 
60 
90 
70 
60 
60 
45 
90 
60 

.  90  &  water  . . . 
10  &  ammonia 
45 

70 


21j 
19" 
1 

19A 

19* 

18V 

18| 

21* 

18 

18 

16  V 

18i 

18V 

17* 


pint 
fl.  oz. 


Mr.  Parker  (Joe.  cit.)  also  refers  to  the  difficulty  of  mani- 
pulation increasing  the  loss  on  a  certain  tincture  (orange)  in 
making  a  large  quantity  (10  gals.),  but  with  a  press  of  suit- 
able power  the  loss  should  be  even  less  proportionately  than 
on  the  smaller  quantity.  For  example,  I  have  had  tincture 
of  senna  prepared  in  quantity  of  1  pint,  using  a  hand 
tincture-press  for  the  marc — and  in  quantity  of  10  gals, 
using  a  hydraulic  press  of  at  least  2  tons  pressure,  and  by 
the  latter  means  I  have  obtained  a  yield  of  9  gals.  3  pints, 
against  18J  oz.  in  the  smaller  experiment.  The  specific 
gravities  of  the  products,  however,  are  identical — viz  ,  993. 

In  adopting  the  maceration  process,  therefore,  without 
adjusting  the  final  bulk,  no  doubt  greater  uniformity  between 
tinctures  made  on  the  small  scale  by  pharmacists  and  on  the 
large  scale  by  manufacturers  will  be  obtained,  but  it  seems 
unavoidable  that  the  latter  must  continue  to  us3  their 
judgment  in  such  processes  and  be  guided  by  specific  gravity 
and  percentage  of  extractive  in  the  resulting  products. 

Specific  Gravities  of  Tinctures. 
It  is  not  by  any  means  easy,  as  a  result  of  a  few  experi- 
ments, to  give  a  table  of  the  specific  gravities  of  the  various 
tinctures,  but  I  have  appended  one  of  the  actual  specific 
gravities  of  samples  of  tinctures  prepared  on  a  small  scale, 
and  have  also  included  the  specific  gravities  of  average 
samples  oE  the  corresponding  tinctures  of  the  1885  PharniR- 
copoeia.  By  careful  perusal  of  these  figures  it  will  be  evident 
how  the  alteration  in  the  strength  of  the  solvent  affects  the 
extractive,  due  allowance  being  of  course  made  for  the 
difference  in  the  relative  proportions  of  the  drugs. 


Nama  of  Tincture 

B.P.  1885 

B.P.  1898 

Tr.  aconiti 

■854  .. 

•893 

,,  aloes 

•952  .. 

•975 

„  arnicas  ... 

■842  .. 

•893 

„  asafetidas 

•856  .. 

•914 

,,  aurantii  recentis 

•900  .. 

■876 

„  belladonnas 

■923  .. 

•916 

„  benzoini  co. 

•895  .. 

•893 

„  buchu  ... 

•934  .. 

•927 

calumbae 

•924  .. 

■918 

„  eamphorae  co. 

■921  .. 

•915 

,,  cannabis  indices 

•850  .. 

■846 

cantharidis 

•922  .. 

•834 

„  capsici 

•840  .. 

•893 

„  cardamomi  co.  ... 

•350  .. 

•945 

„  cascarillas 

•924  .. 

•898 

„  catechu 

•968  .. 

•977 

„  chirettas 

•927  .. 

•921 

n  chloroform,  et  morphines 

1-248  .. 

1-011 

cimicifugae 

•934  .. 

•928 

„  cinchonas 

■944  .. 

•916 

cinchonae  co. 

■940  .. 

•912 

cinnamomi 
cocci 

•850  .. 

•899 

•934  .. 

•951 

colchici  sem. 

•926  .. 

•950 

conii  ... 

•928 

■895 

croci 

•930  .. 

•925 

cubebas 

•849  .. 

•846 

digitalis  ... 

•937  .. 

•928 

„  ergotas  amnion.  ... 

Not  official  .. 

•935 

„  ferri  perchloridi  ... 

1090  .. 

.  1085 

„  gelseminis 

■928  .. 

•924 

„  gentianoc  co. 

•942  .. 

•965 

guaiaci  amnion.  ... 

•934  .. 

•900 

hamamelidis 
hydrastis  ... 
hyoseyami 
iodi 

jaborandi... 

jalapae 

kino   

ltrameriae  ... 
lavandulas  co. 
limonis 

lobelias  astheriaJ.... 
lupuli 

myrrhse   

nucis  vomicae 

opii   

„  amnion, 
podophylli 
pruni  virg. 
pyrethri  ... 
quassias  ... 
quillaias  ... 
quininae  ... 

„  amnion.... 
rhei  co. 

scillae   

senegas 
sennas  co.... 
serpen  tari  as 
stramonii... 
strophanthi 
sumbul 
tolutana  ... 
Valerianae  amnion, 
zingiberis ... 


..(1890)  924 
..(1890)  -930 
•935 
■872 
•940 
•935 
■985 
■928 
•840 
•930 
■818 
•935 
•847 
•888 
•936 
•870 
■842 
..  Not  official 
..  •  -842 
•922 
..  Not  official 
•937 
•932 


■944 
•937 
•959 
•926 
•924 
■840 
•845 
•874 
■905 
■842 


(le 


•923 
■950 
•878 
•952 
■910 
•998 
■932 
•836 
•876 
•816 
•931 
•848 
•910 
•952 
■900 
■844 
•839 
•904 
•942 
•922 
■388 
•928 
•971 
•970 
•935 
•993 
•894 
.ives)  '953 
•890 
•900 
•866 
•939 
•339 


The  principal  alterations  in  the  tinctures  and  the  charac- 
teristic features  have  [been  called  attention  to  in  the  long 
criticism  on  the  Pharmacopceia  which  appeared  in  these 
columns  (vide  ante,  pages  623,  624).  In  addition  to  the 
comments  there  contained  it  seems  desirable  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  following  points  which  are  noticeable  in  carrying 
out  the  processes. 

Tincture  of  Arnica. — The  colour  of  the  tincture  as  pre- 
pared with  70-per-cent.  alcohol  is  not  so  decidedly  green  as 
that  prepared  with  rectified  spirit. 

Tinctures  of  Fresh  Orange  and  Lemon  Peels. — In  the  figures 
already  given  for  the  preparation  of  tinctures  by  maceration, 
it  will  be  noted  that  the  product  in  this]  case  considerably 
exceeds  1  pint.    The   proportion  of  moisture  present  in 
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fresh  orange  and  fresh  lemon  peel  is  usually  about  65  per 
cent. 

Tincture  of  Belladonna. — The  fact  that  this  standardised 
tincture  is  practically  twice  the  strength  of  that  of  the 
previous  Pharmacopoeia  should  be  noted,  and  special  atten- 
tion is  also  called  to  the  fact  that  the  quantity  mentioned  in 
the  British  Pharmacopceial  monograph  for  Imperial  measure 
is  to  produce  30,  and  not  20,  ft.  oz. 

Tincture  of  Krameria. — Two  varieties  of  rhatany-root  are 
made  official,  the  Para  and  the  Peruvian.  The  tincture  of 
the  former  gives  a  bright  mixture  with  water,  whilst  the 
Peruvian  gives  a  turbid  one.  It  would  have  been  ad- 
vantageous from  some  points  of  view  if  the  tincture  of  only 
one  variety  had  been  included,  as  this  would  have  ensured 
uniformity  in  the  dispensing  of  this  tincture.  However,  at 
the  present  moment  this  uniformity  will  obtain  owing  to  the 
fact  that  practically  the  whole  of  the  rhatany  of  commerce 
is  Ihe  Peruvian  variety. 

Tincture  of  Nttx  Vomica — Tt  should  be  noted  that  the 
spirit  used  for  the  preparation  of  this  tincture  from  the 
standardised  liquid  extract  is  a  mixture  of  1  part  of  water 
and  3  parts  of  90-per-cent.  alcohol,  not  1  part  of  water  and 
4  parts  of  rectified  spirit,  as  in  the  1885  Pharmacopoeia,  when 


the  solid  extract  was  employed.    The  difference  that  this 
causes  in  the  specific  gravity  is  recorded  in  the  table 
!  above. 

Ammoniated  Tinctures  of  Guaiaevm  and  Valerian — The 
proportions  of  oil  of  nutmeg  and  oil  of  lemon  prescribed 

I  are  the  reverse  of  the  proportions  inspirit,  ammon.  aromat. — 
that  is  to  say,  the  nutmeg  predominates  over  the  lemon. 
The  advantage  so  far  as  flavour  is  concerned  is  a  matter  of 

j  opinion,  but  to  my  taste  it  is  deoidedly  not  preferab'e. 

Tincture  of  Strophfinthus. — Notwithstanding  that  prior 
percolation  of  the  seeds  with  ether  is  no  longer  directed,  the 
reduction  in  the  strength  of  the  alcoholic  solvent  produces  a 
tincture  that  mixes  perfectly  bright  with  water. 

Reviewing  the  tinctures  as  a  whole,  I  think  there  can  be 
no  question  that  they  are  an  improved  class  of  preparations. 

I  The  choice  of  solvents  is  improved,  except  in  the  cases  of 
asafetida,  buchu,  and  cinnamon,  from  the  point  of  view  of 

j  the  products  themselves,  and  in  the  case  of  tr.  camph.  co. 

'  and  tr.  card.  co.  on  the  score  of  economy. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  amongst  the  deletions  tr.  zingib. 

\  fort,  has  been  included,  as  it  will,  no  doubt,  still  be  largely 
sold  as  a  household  medicine,  and  is  still  required  as  liquor. 

|  zingib.  pro  syrup  ,  1  to  19. 


Z\k  British  pharmacopoeia,  ISOS. 

COMMENTS  AND  CRITICISMS. 


DURING  the  past  ten  days  we  have  received,  verbally  and  by 
letter,  a  number  of  suggested  improvements  upon  the 
new  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  critical  notes  upon  different 
points  in  it.  For  example,  referring  to  our  remarks  in 
reference  to  diluted  extracts,  which  suggested  that  the 
products  in  all  cases  are  in  powder  form,  one  manuracturer 
rang  us  up  on  the  telephone  to  say  that  he  had  made  extract 
of  Calahar  bean,  but  could  not  get  it  into  a  fit  condition  to 
powder.  Another  manufacturer,  calling  at  42  Cannon  Street 
to  consult  our  copy  of  the  B.P.,  told  us  that  he  had  made 
unaitentnm  capsici  according  to  the  directions  which  we  had 
given,  but  in-tead  of  an  ointment  it  had  turned  out  to  be  an 
almost  pourable  paste.  Were  we  light,  or  was  the  B.P. 
wrong  1  On  referring,  we  found  that  we  had  conectly  given 
the  B.P.  quantities:  60  gr.  of  spermaceti  and  1  11.  oz.  of 
olive  oil.  The  B.P.  formula  is  not  the  B.P.C.  one,  but  a 
reversion  to  the  very  old  formula  which  is  given  in  "  Phar- 
ceutical  Formulas"  (page  455),  where,  however,  the  propor- 
tion of  spermaceti  to  olive  oil  is  as  1  to  5  3,  and  not  as  1  to 
7  3,  as  in  the  B.P.  The  latter  proportion  is  substantially  the 
same  as  "crystallised  cream  for  the  hair,"  and,  like  it, 
must  cot  be  stirred  ;  but  it  seems  not  to  be  a  success.  When 
the  new  Pharmacopoeia  is  in  the  hands  of  the  trade  many 
such  points  as  these  will  arise,  an  1  we  hope  practical  men 
will  communicate  to  us  their  ideas  on  such  points  as  the 
foregoing  for  in-ertion  in  this  section  as  opportunity  occurs. 
Several  notes  of  this  character  are  inserted  to-day. 


CREAM  OF  TARTAR. 
By  C.  Edward  Sage,  F.C.S.,  Pn.C. 
The  standard  of  purity  for  this  salt  has  been  the  subject  of 
many  comments  during  the  past  ten  years,  and  the  new 
figure  should  be  considered  an  improvement,  as  it  allows  a 
smaller  amount  of  impurity,  and  yet  the  percentage  of  pure 
salt— viz.,  97  5  per  cent.— cannot  be  said  to  err  on  the  side 
of  stringency. 

Several  London  firms  have  been  offering  cream  of  tartar 
containing  99  to  100  per  cent,  cf  potassium  acid  tartrate. 


I  have  frequently  had  samples  submitted  to  me  for  analysis, 
and,  to  show  how  near  this  degree  of  purity  is  maintained,  I 
append  the  resul's  obtained  with  four  samples  examined 
quite  recently  : — 


Sample 

1 

2 

3 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Potassium  acid 

tartrate 

98-5 

98.0 

989 

9912 

Potassium  tar- 

trate 

1-7 

•64 

•22 

Calcium  sulphate 

•28 

•28 

•68 

Calcium  tartrate 

T35 

Water   

•60 

•016 

•18 

•10 

10C-C0 

99996 

10000 

1C0-12 

The  1885  Pharmacopeia  standard  requires  just  over 
92  per  cent.,  but  the  ambiguous  wording  of  the  monograph 
I  did  not  maKe  it  plain  whether  this  was  92  per  cent,  of  the 
=alt  as  purchased  or  92  per  cent,  after  drying.  Now  all 
doubt  on  this  point  has  been  settled  in  the  1898  Pharma- 
copoeia by  the  statement  that  the  previously-dried  salt  must 
not  contain  more  than  2  5  per  cent,  of  impurity. 

During  the  past  it  has  been  noimmmiiim  experience  to 
meet  with  samples  containing  less  than  92  per  cent,  of 
potassium  acid  tartrate,  and  it.  is  eenerai'v  understood  in 
commerce  and  the  sale-rooms  that  from  90  to  92  per  cent, 
will  answer  the  pharmacopceial  requirempnts,  although  the 
.  B.P.  figures  will  not  permit  less  ihan  92  per  cent."  This 
laxity  has  been  partly  caused  by  the  unsatisfactory  test 
which  the  Pharmacopoeia  gave. 

Pharmacists  buy  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  cream 
of  tartar  which  is  imported,  and  as  its  chief  value  depends 
upon  its  acidity  the  old  test  was  very  unsatisfactory,  for  the 
presence  of  a  few  per  cents,  of  neutral  potassium  tartrate 
made  a  very  bad  sample  appear  good,  or  one  containing 
calcium  sulphate  appear  worse  than  it  reallv  was.  For  these 
reasons  it  is  always  more  satisfactory  to' base  the  report 
upon  a  sample  on  the  titration  of  both  the  free  acidity  and 
the  alkalinity  of  the  soluble  ash.  It  is  not  safe  to  use  the 
acidity  titration  alone,  for  the  presence  of  potassium  acid 
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sulphate  would  give  the  result  a  fictitious  value.  If  a 
sample  is  quite  pure  the  acidity  and  alkalinity  titrations  of 
exactly  similar  quantities  would  correspond,  but  any  excess 
of  acidity  over  the  alkalinity  would  be  due  to  the  presence 
of  either  potassium  acid  sulphate,  calcium  sulphate,  or  free 
tartaric  acid,  and  any  excess  of  alkalinity  of  the  soluble  ash 
would  indicate  the  presence  of  neutral  potassium  tartrate. 

Commercially  it  would  have  been  better  to  limit  the 
amount  of  moisture,  for  now  it  will  be  necessary  for  buyers 
to  have  this  factor  determined  in  their  own  interest,  as  it  is 
obvious  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  have  a  sample  yielding 
the  requisite  percentage  of  the  pure  salt,  but  yet  containing 
5,  6,  or  even  more  per  cent,  of  water,  and  when  this  factor 
is  considered  in  relation  to  ton  lots  it  means  a  very  con- 
siderable loss  if  the  purchaser  has  to  keep  it  any  length  of 
time  before  re-selling. 

For  pharmacopceial  purposes  a  product  containing  98  5  to 
99  per  cent,  of  the  pure  salt  might  well  have  been  made 
official ;  and  it  seems  a  pity  that  such  has  not  been  done. 
The  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  requires  99  per  cent.,  and 
manufacturers  are  prepared  to  supply  such  an  article  in 
England.  The  degree  of  purity  of  a  pharmaceutical  cream 
of  tartar  could  not  affect  the  quality  of  a  crude  or  com- 
mercial article,  which  would  always  be  sold  on  analysis,  any 
more  than  it  would  affect  the  quality  of  crude  argjls. 

8  Fisher  Street,  W.C., 
April  25. 


EUCALYPTUS  OIL,  BP.  1898. 

By  Edwabd  Ockenden. 

The  botanical  origin  and  characters  of  the  oil  agree  with 
the  1885  edition,  with  the  exception  that  the  on'y  species 
named  is  Globulus,  Amygdalina  being  omitted.  This  pre- 
ference is  given  because  no  other  oil  distilled  Irom  one 
species  is  found  on  the  market,  and  that  Globulus  is  con- 
sidered superior  for  medicinal  purposes  by  the  profession. 

Keeping  pace  with  the  modern  tendency  to  evaluate 
essential  oils  by  analysis,  the  following  chemical  an  1  physical 
tests  have  been  introduced  : — ■ 

The  Specific  Gravity  is  to  be  between  910  and  930.  while 
the  previous  edition  said  it  should  be  "  about  -900."  This 
test,  which  should  be  easily  apolied  by  all  buyers,  is  very 
stringent,  and  will  exclude  all  unsophisticated  oils  not 
containing  about  50  per  cent,  eucalyptol.  It  will  be  seen 
from  table  given  below  that  44  per  cent,  of  the  oils  examined 
were  excluded  by  this  test,  one  of  them  containing  even 
69  6  per  cent,  eucalyptol. 

ihe  Optical  Rotation  must  not  exceed  10°  in  either 
direction,  and,  as  oils  from  all  species  of  Eucalyptus  are 
admissible,  this  limit  is  not  too  wide,  although  in  the  case  of 
Globulus  the  rotation  is  from  0°  to  +  5°. 

The  Test  for  Eucayptol  is  qualitative,  and  is  of  very  little 
use  considering  that  the  medicinal  value  of  the  oil  depends 
not  merely  on  its  presence,  but  on  the  amount.  If  phos- 
phoric acid  1  750  is  dropped  into  the  oil,  which  is  kept  cool 
and  stirred,  as  little  as  15  per  cent,  eucalyptol  will  cause  the 
oil  to  become  semi-solid.  Thus  an  oil  containing  60  percent, 
eucalyptol  may  be  adulterated  with  three  times  its  volume 
of  an  oil  free  from  that  constituent,  and  still  respond  to  the 
test.  The  following  modification  of  Helbing's  method  for 
estimating  eucalyptol  gives  results  which  are  approximately 
correct ;  it  is  rapid,  and  requires  no  special  apparatus. 
Weigh  a  glass  basin  containing  a  flat  bone  stirrer,  and  pour 
in  100  gr.  of  the  oil.  Surround  the  basin  with  cold  water, 
and  drop  in  slowly,  stirring  all  the  time,  phosphoric  acid 
1  750,  until  the  mass  begins  to  assume  a  reddish  tint.  This 
point  is  sometimes  difficult  to  determine  accurately,  but 
not  more  than  50  gr.  of  acid  should  be  added,  as  this  is 
theoretically  sufficient  to  combine  with  69  7  per  cent,  of 
eucalyptol.  Dry  the  mass  between  blotting-paper  in  a  press, 
changing  the  paper  three  times,  and  weigh  the  resulting 
crystals  of  eucalyptol  phosphate.  The  percentage  of  euca- 
lyptol is  found  W  multiplying  the  weight  of  the  crystals 
by  the  factor,  -611,  which  is  given  by  the  following  equa- 
tion : — 

C10U19O  +  H3P04  =  C1„H1,0,HSP04. 

Mr.  Umney  has  stated  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  re- 
place eucalyptus  oil   by  eucalyptol ;  but  this  is  hardly 


feasible,  when  the  demand  is  almost  exclusively  for  the 
former  article,  nor  necessary,  since  oils  can  be  readily  ob- 
tained which  are  guaranteed  to  contain  over  50  per  cent, 
of  eucalyptol. 

The  Test  given  to  Ensure  the  Absence  of  Phellandrene  will 
exclude  amygda'ina  oil,  and  settle  the  question,  mentioned 
by  Squire  in  the  1894  '•  Companion,"  as  to  whether  this  con- 
stituent or  eucalyptol  was  really  the  medicinal  agent.  As  a 
general  rule,  eucalyptol  hee  oils  contain  phellandrene; 
but  this  is  not  always  the  case,  as  No.  4  sample  below 
had  61 1  per  cent,  and  also  a  notable  quantity  of  phellan- 
drene. 

Other  useful  tests,  such  as  the  solubility  in  alcohol  anr] 
fractional  distillation  have  been  omitted  ;  but  the  four  given 
(provided  that  the  eucalyptol-test  is  made  quantitative)  will 
be  usually  sufficient  to  detect  inferior  oils. 

The  necessity  for  these  new  requirements  is  illustrated 
by  the  examination  of  a  number  of  samples  which  I  ob- 
tained during  the  past  ten  days;  the  first  ten  weie  fiora 
whole-ale  druggists,  and  the  la=t  eight  from  letailers.  It, 
will  be  interesting  to  see  in  a  few  months'  time  what  prac- 
tical effect  the  P.P.  will  have  on  the  sale  of  this  article. 


S.g. 

Rotation 

Percentage 

Phellan- 

No. 

Described  as 

at 

100  m.m. 

of 

drene 

15°  C. 

Tube 

Eucalyptol 

(P.B.  test) 

1 

Globulus 

•9194 

+  4°  3' 

46-4 

Absent 

2 

Commercial  ... 

■8787 

-46°  59' 

Absent 

Present 

3 

Globulus 

•9169 

+  3°  9' 

48-8 

Absent 

4 

Commercial  ... 

•9123 

-  3°  46' 

61-1 

Present 

5 

Optim. 

•9159 

+  6°  0' 

62-5 

Absent 

6 

Commercial  ... 

■8789 

-41°  29' 

Trace 

Present 

7 

Globulus,  No.  1 

•9174 

+  3°  38' 

501 

Absent 

8 

No.  2 

■9085 

+  11°  46' 

330 

9 

Globulus 

•8972 

-20°  17' 

45-2 

Present 

10 

Amygdalina  ... 

■8975 

-23°  29' 

329 

Purchased  from 

11 

Chemist 

•8831 

-39°  3' 

Absent 

Present 

12 

•9182 

-  1°  14' 

562 

Absent 

13 

"  ••• 

•9145 

+  2°  4' 

525 

5) 

14 

■9087 

+  4°  21' 

f  9-3 

Present 

15 

•8980 

-21°  21' 

Trace 

16 

Oil-shop 

•9165 

+  4°  19' 

562 

Absent 

17 

Stores... 

•9163 

+  5°  23' 

64-7 

» 

18 

Drug-store 

•9195 

-  2°  10' 

58-6 

51 

Nine  out  of  these  eighteen  samples,  or  50  per  cent.,  do 
not  comply  with  the  new  requirements,  only  four  fail  in  the 
eucalyptol  test,  although  nine  contain  less  than  50  per 
cent.,  seven  contain  phellandrene,  seven  have  too  high  a 
rotatory  power,  and  no  less  than  eight  fail  in  the  gravity  ; 
looking  at  these  figures  in  another  way,  we  see  that  four 
samples  fail  in  all  tbe  B.P.  tests,  two  are  wanting  in  three 
tests,  one  in  two  tests,  while  two  fail  in  only  one  respect, 
although  otherwise  good  oils — namely,  No.  4  contains 
phellandrene,  and  No.  14  is  too  light. 

Summing  up  these  results,  we  have  seen  that  globulus  is 
the  only  named  species,  that  the  most  striDgent  test  is  the 
gravity,  the  phellandrene  and  rotation  tests  are  satisfactory, 
while  the  test  for  eucalyptol  is  of  little  value  as  it  stand-, 
but  may  easily  be  made  quantitative,  and,  finally,  that  many 
dealers  in  eucalyptus  oil  will  have  to  replace  their  present 
stocks  by  more  reliable  b^and?. 


PARAFFINUM  LIQUIDUM,  B.P. 

By  Stern  Brothers. 

We  are  fully  in  accord  with  the  criticism  passed  on  the 
f-pecific  gravity  of  paraffinnm  liquidum  adopted  by  the  new 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  we  indorse  the  opinion  that  the 
limits  laid  down  are  too  close.  Foreign  Pharmrcopceias 
admit  paraffinum  liquidum  of  880  to  885  gravity,  and  even 
•870-  875  gravity,  and  there  is  no  reason  why,  considering 
the  great  perfection  of  existing  methods  of  purifying  this 
oil,  paraffinum  liquidum  of  865  gravity  should  not  also  be 
admitted  by  any  Pharmacopoeia.  Speaking  from  practical 
expeiience,  we  ba^e  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  paraffinum 
liquidum  sp.  gr.  -855  as  supp'ied  by  our  works  is  neither 
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inclined  to  change  its  colour  on  being  exposed  to  the  air 
nor  to  develop  any  odour. 

The  limitation  of  the  sp.  gr.  to  -885~'890  by  the  British 
Pharmacopcjeia  is  a  mistake,  for  this  reason — viz.,  that  the 
raw  material  contains  too  many  tarry  constituents,  which 
have  to  be  removed  by  purification,  to  allow  of  such  a  high 
gravity  being  attained,  and  when  the  oil  is  sufficiently 
refined  to  answer  the  other  tests  laid  down  by  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  it  is  found  that  the  highest  gravity  attain- 
able is  -882,  while  it  is  generally  reduced  to  880.  If  a  new 
material  could  be  found  which  did  not  contain  tarry  ingre- 
dients to  such  an  extent,  and  which  could  be  used  for 
manufacturing  the  purest  article,  we  should  be  able  to 
supply  a  heavier  oil.  Over  twenty-five  years'  experience  in 
the  manufacture  of  these  oils  has  shown  us  that  American 
oil  is  not  suitable  for  this  purpose,  as  white  oils  of  best 
quality  cannot  be  produced  therefrom. 


DILUTION  OF  ALCOHOL. 

By  James  Brown. 

In  preparing  small  quantities  of  tinctures,  the  following 
proportions  will  be  found  very  nearly  accurate,  and  may 
sometimes  be  more  convenient  than  the  official  numbers.  Of 
course  90-per-cent.  spirit  is  to  be  employed,  and  parts  by 
measure  used  : — 

To  make  70  per  cent.,  use  29  of  spirit  to  9  of  water.  In 
this  case  the  spirit  will  be  deficient  about  1  in  1,150  of  the 
product,  or  25  minims  in  3  pints,  which  is  as  near  as  most 
persons  can  measure  ;  but  the  minims  could  easily  be  added 
if  necessary. 

For  60  per  cent.,  use  15  of  spirit  to  8  of  water.  Here  the 
water  is  deficient,  about  1  in  450  of  the  product,  or  about 
1  minim  in  1  oz. 

For  45  per  cent.,  20  of  spirit  to  21  of  water  are  required 
Deficiency  of  water,  about  1  in  600 ;  75  to  79  would  be 
exact. 

For  20  per  cent.,  use  20  of  spirit  to  71  of  water.  Defi- 
ciency of  water,  about  1  in  600,  or  16  minims  in  a  pint. 

In  the  last  three  the  spirit  is  very  slightly  in  excess,  but 
as  all  tinctures  lose  a  little  spirit  by  evaporation  this  excess 
may  be  ignored. 

Ampthill,  April  23. 


SPT.  AMMON.  AROM. 
By  F.  J.  Bued. 

It  is  perhaps  premature  to  question  any  of  the  specific 
gravities  of  the  new  B.P.,  seeing  that  it  is  not  yet  published. 
But  I  should  like  to  ask  by  what  means  the  specific  gravity 
of  spt.  ammon.  aromat.  is  made  to  be  -888  .'  I  have  tried, 
and  fail  to  get  anything  like  this.  The  gravity  of  the  '85 
Pharmacopoeia  is  given  as  -896  (Squire's  "  Companion," 
fifteenth  edition,  -896  to  -900),  and  was  made  with  a  spirit 
having  a  gravity  of  -8371.  The  '98  is  made  with  a  spirit 
having  a  gravity  of  -8334,  the  difference  being  -0037.  I 
fail  to  see  how  this  can  make  8  gr.  difference  in  the  gravity 
of  the  finished  article. 
Liverpool,  April  27. 

THE  MERCURIC-CHLORIDE  TEST  FOR  CARBONATES 
AND  BICARBONATE*. 

By  G.  E.  SHAW,  F.I.C. 
In  his  article  on  the  British  Pharmacop<eia  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  last  week,  Mr.  David  Howard  states  that 
"  sodii  bicarb.,  if  pure,  will  not  pass  the  test  given — viz.,  that 
a  solution  of  the  salt  in  cold  water  gives  a  whitish,  and  not 
a  coloured,  precipitate  with  a  solution  of  perchloride  of 
mercury.  The  old  Pharmacopeia  said  white,  not  whitish, 
but  if  the  salt  be  pure  it  does  not  give  even  a  white  pre- 
cipitate." 

I  have  repeatedly  observed  that  when  a  solution  of 
mercuric  chloride  is  added  to  a  cold  solution  of  sodium  or 
potassium  bicarbonate,  the  solution  remains  clear  for  a  few 
seconds,  and  then  only  a  faint  white  cloudiness  appears,  no 
precipitate  forming  even  after  standing  for  a  long  time.  As 
Dr.  Tilden  remarked  in  1872,  the  test  is  "  somewhat  uncertain 
in  its  action  "  :  it  depends  so  much  on  the  condition  of  the 


experiment.  A  very  little  agitation  will,  especially  in  warm 
weather,  cause  a  red  oxychloride  to  be  precipitated — even, 
perhaps,  without  showing  the  intermediate  white  cloud. 
Then  the  amount  of  mercuric  chloride  added  affects  the 
result ;  if  a  large  excess  is  added  a  white  cloud  can  be 
obtained  at  once,  but  almost  always  it  then  becomes 
coloured  before  a  definite  precipitate  is  formed.  The  white 
precipitate,  in  fact,  requires  the  presence  of  some  mono- 
carbonate,  and  the  cloud  obtained  from  pure  bicarbonate 
appears  to  be  due  to  its  dissociation  into  monocarbonate  and 
C02.  Agitation,  as  it  causes  the  CO.,  to  diffuse  more  readily 
into  the  air,  will  very  soon  produce  enough  monocarbonate  to 
precipitate  the  red  oxychloride. 

The  latest  editions  of  the  American  and  German  Pharma- 
copoeias leave  out  this  test,  and  as  a  definite  amount  of  acid 
has  to  be  neutralised  by  the  article  it  is  certainly  un- 
necessary. 

Both  these  Pharmacopoeias,  when  they  included  the  test, 
required  only  a  white  cloud,  and  required  definite  amounts  of 
reagent  to  be  used,  as  the  Italian  Pharmacopoeia  still  does. 
The  chief  use  of  the  test  appears  to  have  been  to  detect 
ammonium  bicarbonate  in  samples  prepared  by  the  ammonia- 
soda  process.  In  the  presence  of  this  impurity  a  white  pre- 
cipitate is  then  readily  produced.  Though  lost  sight  of,  the 
fact  that  pure  bicarbonates  do  not  at  once  precipitate 
mercuric-chloride  solution  was  first  pointed  out  by  Millon 
in  1846. 

Howards'  Chemical-works, 
Stratford,  E. 


"  Ipb^rnmteutiral  formulas.'' 

THIS  book  is  now  ready,  and  can  be  obtainel  direct  from 
our  office  or  through  wholesale  houses.  It  is  a  hand- 
some volume,  about  the  thickness  of  Atttield's  Chemistry, 
and  is  half-bound  in  black  Morocco,  gilt  lettered.  It  contains 
several  thousand  recipes  of  the  kind  that  every  chemist  and 
druggist  needs  in  his  business  at  some  time  or  other.  They 
are  for  perfumes,  pomades,  toilet-preparations,  face-lotions, 
tooth-powders,  liquid  dentifrices,  hair-restorers,  cosmetics, 
sauces,  baking-powders,  soap-powders,  disinfectants,  anti- 
septics, smelling-salts,  cold  creams,  inks,  aerated  waters, 
essences  and  syrups,  varnishes  and  polishes,  boot-polishes 
and  creams,  furniture  polishes,  brass  pastes,  lozenges  and  un- 
official medicinal  preparations,  and  counter  specialities.  It  is 
not  a  scissors  and  paste  work,  but  an  endeavour  to  present  to 
druggists  good  working  formula,  and  has  been  compiled  by 
Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  of  our  Editorial  staff.  The  book  is  7s  6d. 
net,  or  8s.  by  post.  The  following  firms  will  stock  it  and 
supply  it  at  the  published  price  : — 

Allison,  E.  &  H.  (Limited),  Hull 

Ayrton  it  Saunders,  Liverpool 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  London 

Bleasdale  (Limited).  York 

Clay,  Dod  it  Co.,  Liverpool 

Duncan,  Flockhart  A'  Co.,  Edinburgh 

Evans,  Lescher  it  Webb,  London 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  Holloway,  X. 

Ford,  Sbepland  &  Co.,  London 

Kemp,  W.,  A'  Son,  Horncastle 

Lennon,  B.  G.,  it  Co.  (Limited),  London 

Lewis,  H.  K.,  136  Gower  Street,  W.C. 

Marshalls  (Limited I,  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C. 

May.  Roberts  it  Co.,  London 

Maw,  S.,  Son  it  Thompson,  London 

Newbery,  F.  it  Sons,  London 

Oldfield,  Pattinson  it  Co.,  Manchester 

Piukerton,  Gibson  it  Co.,  Edinburgh 

Raimes,  Clark  it  Co.,  Edinburgh 

Sanger,  J.,  it  Sons,  London 

Sutton  &  Co.,  Chiswell  Street,  E.C. 

Wilkinson  it  Simpson  (Limited),  Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Woolley,  J.,  Sons  it  Co.  (Limited),  Manchester 

The  book  contains  ten  times  more  matter  than  the  forth- 
coming British  Pharmacopoeia.  Include  a  copy  of  it  in 
your  next  order. 


Force  of  Habit. — Physician  (to  patient  who  has  had  both 
legs  amputated)  :  "  Bless  you,  never  fear;  we'll  have  you  on 
jour  feet  again  in  a  couple  of  weeks."—  Moonshine. 
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^bbtrttsing  f oeas. 


Toads  and  Feogs. 

The  passion  fdr'imitabing  must  have  been  overwhelmingly 
strong  in  Mr.  James  C.  Brobst,  of  Lilitz,  Pennsylvania,  when 
he  put  a  cough-lozenge  on  the  market  under  the  title  of 
"  Toad  in  your  Throat."  Messrs.  Hance  Brothers  &  White 
are  bringing  an  action  against  Mr.  Erobst,  alleging  that  by 
reason  of  the  similarity  of  labels,  and  the  inferior  quality  of 
defendant's  cough-drops,  they  are  greatly  injured. 

*  *  *  * 
Utilising  the  B  P. 

Priority  in  wholesale  announcements  of  new  B.P.  prepara- 
tions has  occasioned  some  heart-burnings  ;  now  we  find  a 
retail  pharmacist  trying  to  make  capital  out  of  the  volume. 
Mr.  Keith  Longstaff,  "double-first  medallist,"  of  the  Central 
Pharmacy,  811  Fulham  Koad,  advertises  in  the  Fulham 
Chronicle  of  April  22  a  list  of  new  preparations  from  the  new 
BP.,  which  he  "  has  now  in  stock."  "  Among  the  prepara- 
tions specially  interesting  to  the  general  public  "  Mr.  Long- 
staff  mentions — 

The  new  syrup  of  cascara — a  palatable  elixir  of  this  bitter 
drug. 

The  new  syrup  of  virgin  prune — a  delicious  adjunct  to  cough- 
mixture. 

The  new  Easton  syrup — a  syrup  of  quinine,  iron,  and  strych- 
nine. 

The  new  aromatic  syrup — a  delightful  flavouring. 

The  new  ipecacuanha  and  black-currant  lozenges. 

The  new  rhatany  and  fruit-paste  lozenges. 

The  new  chlorate-of-potash  and  rose  losenges. 

The  new  otto-of-rose  ointment — a  simple  pure  cold-cream. 

The  new  boracic,  carbolic,  and  eucalyptus  ointments. 

The  new  zinc-oleate  ointment  and  witch-hazel  ointment. 

The  new  liniment — household,  white  embrocation. 

The  new  castor-oil  cream — sweet  and  nice. 

The  new  Blaud  pills  and  other  new  pills. 

The  new  effervescing  citrate  of  caffeine. 

The  new  sweet  essence  of  senna. 

The  new  glycerine  of  pepsine. 

The  new  essence  of  sarsaparilla. 

The  new  11- volume  or  peroxide  of  hydrogen. 

This  seems  to  be  a  very  legitimate  way  of  creating  new 
business.    Chemists  must  get  their  8;.  back  somehow. 

Embeocation  Peofits. 
The  "  Gratton's  Embrocation  Competition,"  which  was 
organised  by  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited),  cash  chemists,  Not- 
tingham, resulted  in  twenty-five  competitors  receiving  21. 
each.  Messrs.  Boots  offered  50/  ,  to  be  divided  between 
those  persons  correctly  forecasting  the  result  of  the  final  of 
the  English  Football  Cup  Competition.  Twenty-five  were 
successful.  Of  these  nine  hailed  from  Nottingham,  three 
from  Sheffield,  two  each  from  Chesterfield  and  Newark,  and 
one  each  from  Grimsby,  Birmingham,  Kimberley,  Maccles- 
field, Redditcb,  Wednesbury,  Rotherham,  Gainsborough,  and 
Swansea.  Each  competitor  had  to  purchase  a  bottle  of 
embrocation. 

*  *  *  * 
The  Stoet  of  Hop  Bitters. 

A  Chicago  advertising  journal  tells  the  story  thus  : — 
"A  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  seems  to  be  a  tidy  sum 
to  make  as  profits  from  a  patent  medicine  in  a  decade.  This 
is  the  amount  hop  bitters  made  from  1878  to  1885. 

"Just  east  of  Rochester  lies  a  little  town,  in  which  some 
men,  in  1875,  formed  a  small  corporation  called  the  Hop 
Bitters  Manufacturing  Company,  to  manufacture  and  put  on 
the  market  a  concoction  of  hops,  buchu,  mandrake,  and 
dandelion,  which  they  labelled  '  Hop  Bitters.'  But  people 
did  not  buy.  After  a  year,  having  spent  their  ready  money, 
they  induced  a  New  York  State  boy,  named  Asa  Titus  Soule, 
who  had  been  living  in  Michigan,  and  canvassing  for  maps, 
to  invest  #1,000  in  their  bankrupt  company,  with  the  idea, 
it  is  said,  of  'cleaning  out'  the  smart  '  Tite  Soule,'  as  he 
was  familiarly  called.  But  Titus  was  too  smart  for  them, 
and  finally  got  control  of  the  corporation,  and  gradually 
froze  out  the  rest. 


"Soule  moved  the  business  to  Rochester,  and  engaged 
modest  quarters,  starting  in  on  some  preliminary  plans  of 
advertising  by  posting,  circulars,  &c.  He  was  induced  to 
spend  #1,000  in  advertising  in  a  series  of  small  papers,  cover- 
ing the  State  of  Iowa..  The  results  were  satisfactory,  and 
he  duplicated  the  order,  and  at  the  same  time  started  a 
'  Five  Year  Hop  Bitters  Almanac,'  and  succeeded  in  getting 
enough  other  people  to  advertise  in  it  at  good  prices  (for  the 
idea  seemed  catchy)  to  enable  him  to  distribute  1,000,000 
copies. 

"About  January,  1878,  he  yearned  for  more  worlds  to 
conquer,  and.  although  not  financially  strong,  he  succeeded 
in  getting  an  enterprising  Eastern  agency  to  accept  an  order 
for  #40,000  worth  of  advertising  in  medium  dailies  and 
weeklies  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Three-inch  display  space 
and  two  1-inch  reading  notices  were  used,  and  the  agency 
demanded  and  received  a  lone  preferred  position  for  each  of 
the  three  and  on  separate  pages — not  thought  much  of  or 
asked  for  by  advertisers. 

"  There  were  but  few  proprietary  medicines  advertised 
then  as  compared  with  the  present  ti.ue.  It  had  been  nearly 
a  decade  since  Ho>tetter's  and  vinegar  bitters  had  been 
vigorously  advertised,  hence  the  market  was  to  an  extent 
bare. 

"  Hops  were  bitter,  and  a  well-known  sedative;  ergo,  hop 
bitters  must  be  good.  So  they  sold  like  hot  cakes.  The 
factory  was  enlarged  several  times,  and  the  bitters  were 
shipped  by  the  oar-load — not,  however,  on  the  original  ex- 
penditure of  #40,000.  Eich  year  the  appropriation  was 
increased,  until  in  seven  years  the  agency  had  distributed  to 
the  newspapers  of  the  United  States  over  #1,000,0C0. 
Then  the  company  branched  out,  opening  factories  in 
London,  Toronto,  and  Melbourne. 

"  As  an  ad  junct,  and  as  a  clever  scheme,  came  the  offering 
of  a  prize  of  #1  000  for  a  boat  race  at  Chautauqua  between 
Hanlon  and  Courtney,  which  resulted  in  lots  of  talk  (much 
free  advertising)  by  the  newfpapers.  Courtney's  boat  was 
sawed,  which  caused  delay  and  more  talk,  with  profit  to  the 
company. 

"  Following  this  came  a  prize  offer  of  #5,000  for  a  race 
on  the  Thames  in  London  between  Hanlon  and  'the  gallant 
Laycock.'  of  Australia  Both  being  British  subjects,  it 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and  Mr.  Soule  was  the 
lion  of  the  hour  in  London,  for  no  such  prize  was  ever 
offered  before  in  Eogland.  The  result  was  more  talk — more 
free  adveitising  in  the  biggest  papers. 

"Still,  in  his  later  years,  Mr.  Soule  always  said  his  best 
returns  by  far  had  come  from  the  straight  plain  talk  which 
he  gave  in  his  regular  newspaper  advertising.  His  wording 
was  always  in  a  homely  vein,  ' no  hii'alutin  words' was  his 
standard.  He  said  he  wanted  to  talk  to  the  common  people 
in  common  language.  The  result  proved  the  wisdom  of  his 
course." 

*  *  *  # 

Free  Sample  and  Feee  Shaee. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Yictor  liquid  coffee  are  making  an 
offer  through  our  advertisement-pages  which  it  will  be 
difficult  to  find  fault  with.  They  want  to  introduce  their 
liquid  coffee,  and  they  are  going  to  form  a  company  to  work 
it.  They  offer,  therefore,  to  give  to  each  of  their  first  500 
customers  a  101.  share  in  the  company  free.  The  customer 
is  to  order  a  3-dozen  case  of  the  coffee.  That  he  may  be 
doubtful  about  doing.  Well,  then,  the  Victor  people  say 
they  are  willing  to  send  him  a  sample  bottle  for  testing 
before  stocking.  Lastly,  if  after  trying  the  customer 
decides  that  the  Yictor  is  better  than  the  other  essences  in 
stock,  they  offer  to  take  over  the  old  stock  and  replace  it 
with  theirs. 


The  cream  of  fifty  volumes  of  The  Chemist  and  Deug- 
GIST  is  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas:  A  Book  of  Useful 
Recipes  for  the  Drug-trade,"  published  by  us  at  Is.  6d.,  post 
free  Qs. 

Chilian  Trade. — There  are  some  American  firms  securing 
handsome  returns  from  their  intelligent  efforts  in  these 
markets.  J.  C.  Ayers  &  Co.,  Scott  &  Bowne,  and  others  in 
the  patent-medicine  line,  notwithstanding  other  and  specially 
French  firms,  are  very  active. — American  Trade. 
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EMBROCATION 


in  bottles  to  retail  at 


8d.,     1/-,     sand  2/6. 


AND  OTHER 


FESTAMT! 


BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA 


SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  Qd.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  CREEN,  LONDON- 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


PUREST  IN 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADF, 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATER 


Weit  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Andley  Street.  W. 
City  Agents,  RAE  &  CO.,  6  Railway  Place,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.O. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


C.  &  D.  RECIPES. 

The  Cream  of  fifty  volumes  of  "THE 
CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  "  is  contained 
in  the  new  book  entitled  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas"  published  by  us,  and  now  ready, 
price  7/6,  or  post  free  8/=  to  any  part  of  the 
world.  It  is  a  thick  book  of  nearly  700  pages, 
bound  in  morocco.  Send  your  orders  to  any 
wholesale  house  or  to 

42    CANNON   STREET,    LONDON,  E.C. 


We  have  just  received  a  fresh  Con- 
signment of  New  Season's  Nor- 
wegian COD-LIVER  OIL,  and  shall 
be  pleased  to  send  samples  and  quote 
in  Barrels  or  Win.  Qts. 

HORA     &  CO., 

AGENTS, 

47   MINORIES,  LONDON. 


ALL  THE   NEW  AND  ALTERED 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LTD 

Wilson  Street,  LONDON,  S.E. 


dvs  Fluid. 


IEVEN  INJUNCTIONS 


With  damages  and  costs,  have  been 
obtained  against  Chemists  selling  a 
liquid  not  manufactured  by  Condy  and 
Mitchell,  Ltd.,  in  execution  of  orders  for 
"CONDY'S  FLUID." 


COCATONICCHAMrACN 


Prepared  and  Bottled  by  the  Growers  at  Boozy-Reims,  from  the  finept  Nature] 

Champagne,  and  the  leavee  of  the  Erythroxyion  Coca,  and  nui  from  Cocaine. 
We  supply   "Coca-Tonic"  Champagne  with  Chemists'  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 
For  prices  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors— 
HERTZ  &  COLLINC+WOOD,  38  Leadcnhall  Street,  LONDON,  T..C. 

The  principle  of 

f  .etchers'  Concentrated  £iquor$ 

is  now  recognised  in  the 

BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA,  1898. 


THE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA,  1898. 

Wk  have  good  authority  for  stating  that  the  announcements 
of  the  publication  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  will  appear  in 
the  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  Gazettes  to  be  published 
on  Friday,  April  29,  a  few  hours  after  this  journal  is  in  the 
hands  of  subscribers  in  this  country.  The  price,  we  are  told, 
will  be  10s.  6d.,  as  proposed  by  the  General  Medical  Council. 
But  we  have  excellent  information  that  it  will  be  a  fortnight 
yet  before  copies  of  the  Pharmacopceia  will  be  obtainable. 
Until  we  know  the  reason  of  this  at  present  unaccountable 
delay  we  shall  forbear  to  comment  on  it;  but  it  is  obvious 
that  it  will  occasion  great  inconvenience  to  wholesale  bouses 
and  not  a  little  injustice.  As  already  announced,  we  are 
booking  orders  to  supply  copies  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  to 
subscribers  at  8s.  per  copy  post  free,  and  those  ordered  from 
us  will  be  dispatched  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  With 
each  copy  we  shall  supply  a  reprint  of  our  review  and 
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commentary,  which  will  be  found  of  considerable  value  as  an 
explanation  of  the  changes  made  in  the  work.  As  we 
announced  last  week,  we  are  also  prepared  to  supply 

Interleaved  Copies 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  at  13s.  each,  including  postage  and  a 
copy  of  the  review  before-mentioned. 

We  are  still  supplying  reprints  of  our  review,  for  dist  ribu- 
tion to  medical  men,  at  3s.  6d.  per  dozen  post  free.  This 
seems  to  have  been  much  appreciated.  A  good  many 
thousands  have  been  bought  from  us. 

There  has  been  a  general  impression  among  well-informed 
pharmacists  that  a  reasonable  period  of  grace  will  be  allowed 
between  the  publication  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  and  its 
authoritative  existence,  and  it  has  been  expected  that  a 
■certain  future  date  for  its  adoption  as  the  legal  standard  of 
British  medicines  will  be  specified  in  the  Gazette  announce- 
ments. Some  such  provision  would  be  only  reasonable. 
The  authority  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  has  become  much 
more  firmly  established  since  the  1885  edition  by  legal 
■decisions  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The 
legal  position  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  this.  The  Phar- 
macopoeia is  not  specifically  named  as  a  standard  for 
drugs  in  any  Act.  In  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868  (section  15), 
it  is  provided  that  any  person  who  shall  compound  any 
medicines  of  the  British  Pharmacopeia  except  accord- 
ing to  the  formularies  of  the  said  Pharmacopoeia  shall 
be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  5/.  But  this  applies  only 
to  the  compounding  of  medicines,  and,  of  course, 
does  not  affect  procedure  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  But  the  Courts  have  found  it  convenient  to 
take  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  evidence,  and  in  the  cases  which 
have  been  heard  it  has  been  generally  held  that  if  a 
customer  asked  for  an  article  described  in  that  work  it  was 
fair  to  assume  that  he  wanted  the  article  so  described.  It 
has  always  been  open  to  the  defence  to  rebut  the  assumption 
by  other  evidence,  and  this  has  been  successfully  done 
sometimes  as  in  the  cases  of  soda  water,  vinegar,  and  wax. 
In  the  new  edition,  as  we  have  already  pointed  out,  there 
are  certain  notable  modifications  which  will  give  unquestion- 
able opportunities  for  energetic  inspectors  and  public 
analysts,  who  are  not  always  endowed  with  the  highest 
discretion.  The  old  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  which  is,  we 
believe,  still  in  enormous  demand,  is  now  the  synonym  of  a 
different  preparation,  and  there  are  certain  to  be  contests 
before  the  well-beloved  old  cordial  is  annihilated.  It  is,  at 
least,  only  fair  that  a  reasonable  time  should  be  allowed  for 
chemists  to  dispose  of  their  old  stocks.  Similar  remarks 
apply  to  milk  of  sulphur,  and  also  to  all  those  tinctures  of 
which  the  spirituous  strength  or  other  characters  have  been 
changed.  The  cases  of  tincture  of  orange  and  lemon  peels, 
•on  which  we  have  commented,  are  notable  in  this  respect. 
There  is  no  possibility  of  making  these  tinctures  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  formula  until  some  time  next  winter. 

It  is  a  little  doubtful  whether  the  General  Medical 
Council  has  power  to  delay  the  recognition  of  the  work. 
The  Medical  Act  of  1862,  which  authorised  the  substitution 
of  the  British  for  the  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin 
Pharmacopoeias,  enacted  that  "  when  published  "  it  should 
acquire  their  authority.  But  we  judge  that  the  phrase 
quoted  applied  to  the  first  edition  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia only,  and  that  it  does  not  preclude  the  adoption  of  the 
course  which  we  have  alluded  to,  and  which  would  certainly 
be  welcomed  by  wholesale  and  retail  pharmacists  alike. 


IPECACUANHA. 

Until  Thursday  of  last  week  ipecacuanha  was  quietly 
settling  down  to  a  stagnant  condition  in  the  matter  of 


prices,  but  suddenly  holders  became  firm  in  their  views,  and 
before  the  market  closed  the  value  increased  by  two- 
thirtieths.    There  was  apparently  no  pressing  reason  for  this 
except  that  ipecacuanha  may  be  wanted  for  Cuba.  The 
stocks  in  London  are  not  large,  it  is  true,  but  the  arrivals 
during  the  past  month  have  been  excellent,  and  warrant  a 
decline  rather  than  a  rise.    The  ipecacuanha-holders  have 
viewed  the  recent  easy  tendency  in  price3  with  some  con- 
cern, especially  as  they  have   better  opportunities  than 
buyers  of  knowing  how  precarious  is  the  future  of  the 
supply.    We  are  now  referring  especially  to  Kio  ipecacuanha, 
about  which  we  are  able  to  publish  to-day  opportune  infor- 
mation supplied  to  us  by  a  South  American  explorer.  As 
this  comes  from  an  unbiassed  and  uninterested  source  it  is 
all  the  more  valuable.    It  will  be  seen  from  our  contributor's 
article  that  the  source  of  supply  is  the  rather  limited  area 
of  the  plateau  of  Matto  Grosso.  west  of  the  Paraguay  river, 
near  the  western  border  of  Brazil,  and  in  the  extreme 
N.W.W.  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.    Although  the  ipecacuanha- 
plant  is  said  to  grow  over  "  a  very  wide  extent  of  territory  " 
in  Brazil,  the  collection  is  confined  to  the  small  patch  indi- 
cated on  the  nrap  (page  702),  but  our  informant  believes 
that  richer  clumps  may  be  reached  without  much  trouble. 
The  search  for  "  fresh  woods  and  pastures  new  "  is  not,  how- 
ever, likely  to  occur,  because  the  demand  for  indiarubber  is 
drawing  off  the  labour  from  ipecacuanha-gathering,  and, 
given  time,  the  art  of  the  poayero  may  become  as  neglected  as 
several  other  things  of  the  kind  have  become,  owing  to  new 
and  more  profitable  occupations  arising.    But  should  a  fresh 
effort  be  made  to  keep  up  the  supply,  the  ipecacuanha- 
merchants  must  control  the  gathering  of  the  root,  and 
that  means  controlling  the  price.    Another  point  which 
our  contributor's  article  brings  out  strongly  is  that  the 
cost  of  the  drug  to  the  merchant  in  Cuiaba  is  by  no  means 
trivial,  for  he  must  spend  at  least  3s.  per  lb.  before  he 
gets  the  supply  into  his  yard  and  ready  for  despatch  to  the 
coast.   This  expense  could  undoubtedly  be  reduced  by  better 
organisation,  and  better  methods  of  collection  and  packing, 
but  it  is  questionable  if  the  gams  would  be  worth  the  candle. 
A  new  regime  cannot  be  inaugurated  without  considerable 
expense  and  an  organisation  outside  the  present  ipecacuanha- 
ring,  and  that  does  not  look  at  all  a  hopeful  venture  ;  for, 
although  rich  firms;  control  the  business,  the  profits  on  a 
year's  supply  of  the  drug  to  the  world  are  not  prodigious, 
even  if  double  the  Matto  Grosso  cost  is  obtained  for  it  from 
wholesale  druggists.    We  see,  therefore,  that  a  return  to 
cheap  prices — say,  6s.  per  lb.  in  Mincing  Lane — seems  very 
remote.    While  on  this  subject,  reference  may  be  made  to 
the  position  of  Cartagena  ipecacuanha.    We  mentioned  a 
fortnight  ago  that  it  has  not  been  admitted  into  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  this  statement  has  given  rise  in  some 
minds  to   the   supposition   that   Cartagena  ipecac,  will, 
in  consequence,  not  sell  any  more.    It  is  right,  therefore, 
that  we  should  explain  that  this  species  of  ipecacuanha  is 
not,  and  has  never  been,  recognised  by  any  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  up  to  the  present  has  sold  entirely  on  its  merits.    It  has 
been  largely  used  in  this  and  other  countries  for  making 
galenicals  and  for  grinding.    Professor  H.  G.  Greenish  ascer- 
tained three  years  ago  that  twelve  out  of  thirty-two  samples 
of  powdered  ipecacuanha  purchased  in  Great  Britain  were 
derived  from  the  Cartagena  root.    We  should  think  the 
proportion  is  greater  now.    The  Rio  and  Cartagena  ipecacu- 
anhas are   derived  from  distinct  species  of  the  genus 
Psyohotria,  the  Rio  from  P.  Ipecacuanha,  and  the  Cartagena 
from  P.  gramatensis.    They  are  closely  allied  in  properties  ; 
and  three  or  four  years  ago  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul  and  Mr.  A.  J. 
Cownley  thoroughly  investigated  the  chemistry  of  both  kinds 
of  root,  ascertaining  that    both  contained  the  alkaloids 
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cephacline  and  emetine.  The  former  was  discovered  by 
them,  and,  strange  to  say,  it  was  afterwards  ascertained  by 
Dr.  R.  B.  Wild,  a  Manchester  therapeutist,  that  cephaeline  is 
the  stronger  emetic  principle,  and  emetine  the  principle 
which  excites  more  powerfully  the  secretion  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  Cartagena  ipecac,  contains  about  the  same 
amount  of  emetine  as  the  Kio  root,  but  more  cephaeline ; 
therefore,  bulk  for  bulk,  it  is  a  stronger  emetic  and  more 
nauseating  than  the  Rio  root.  For  that  reason  it  is  objected 
to  by  some  doctors,  and  this  is  why  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
authorities  have  not  officialised  the  Cartagena  root. 


JAPAN    AS    COMPETITOR  AND 
CUSTOMER. 

We  have  to  reckon  with  Japan  as  a  trade-rival  in  the 
East,  say  many  people,  and  while  it  is  good  to  be  pessimistic 
in  thought  and  optimistic  in  effort  so  far  as  business  is 
concerned,  it  does  not  appear  that  Japan  is  making  much 
headway  as  a  genuine  competitor  with  Europe  in  Asiatic 
markets.  We  have  before  us  a  rather  belated  report  on 
Japanese  trade  of  1896,  which  comes  to  us  from  the  French 
Foreign  Office,  in  which  the  opinion  is  strongly  expressed 
that  in  spite  of  Japan's  rapid  development  as  a  manufac- 
turing country,  her  prospects  of  driving  European  products 
from  the  Asiatic  markets  are  very  small  indeed.  Her  exports 
to  foreign  countries  have  increased  enormously  in  the  last  few 
years,  but  careful  examination  of  the  figures  shows  that  it  is 
her  staple  natural  products  that  have  been  exported  in  increas- 
ing amounts.  The  year  1896  showed  increases  of  35  and 
50  per  cent,  of  exports  and  imports — viz.,  a  total  value 
of  117,842,760  yens  (1  yen  =  4s.  2d.)  in  exports  and 
171,674,474  yens  in  imports.  The  bulk  of  this  trade  passed 
through  the  ports  of  Kobe,  Yokahama,  and  Osaka.  Great 
Britain  had  the  largest  share  of  the  imports  and  exports,  the 
former  showing  an  increase  of  23  per  cent,  over  1895.  This 
augmentation  of  trade  was  due  to  the  recovery  of  general 
business  which  set  in  after  the  Chino-Japanese  war  and 
the  expansion  of  Japan.  AmoDg  the  imports  paraffin-wax 
figures  largely,  being  used  in  the  manufacture  of  matches  (an 
important  industry  in  Japan).  The  value  of  the  shipments 
of  this  product  decreased  by  53,000y.,  the  figures  being 
162,161y.  Castor  oil  for  machinery-purposes  was  bought  to 
the  extent  of  40,300y.,  and  cocoanut  oil,  39, OOOy.  Under 
the  head  of  chemical  products,  chlorate  of  potash  occupies 
the  premier  position  with  a  value  of  385,000y.  (an  increase 
of  28,000y.).  Amorphous  phosphorus  comes  second  with 
140,000y.  (a  decrease  of  85,000y.).  More  or  less  decreased 
imports  are  shown  in  alcohol,  caustic  soda,  and  carbolic  and 
salicylic  acids.  Germany  provided  the  larger  portion  of  the 
chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products,  and  also  has  all  her 
own  way  in  aniline  dyes,  the  iigures  being  511,500y.  against 
50,708  in  1895. 

Among  the  principal  articles  exported  under  the  heading 
of  drugs,  chemical  products,  &c.,  ginseng-root  occupies  the 
first  place,  the  shipments  being  exclusively  to  Hong-Kong 
and  China,  and  showing  an  increase  of  60,000y.  Sulphuric 
acid  figures  with  30,000y. — a  slight  decrease — and  the  value 
of  galls  exported  shrank  by  30,000y.  The  crop  of 
Japanese  galls  in  1896  was  abundant,  but  the  large  stocks 
left  over  from  the  previous  year  satisfied  the  demand  to  a 
large  extent.  Five-sixths  of  the  shipments  went  to  Hong- 
Kong  and  China.  France  and  Germany  imported  galls 
to  the  value  of  8,000y.  and  3,500y  ,  respectively.  The  ex- 
portation of  crude  antimony  showed  a  serious  shrinkage. 
In  1896  only  10,373  piculs  were  shipped,  valued  at  83.800y., 
as  against  24,131  piculs  in  1895,  and  26 148  piculs  in 
1894.    The  exports  to  Great  Britain  (included  in  the  above 


figures)  were  valued  at  l,200y.,  France  100y.,  and  the 
United  States  3  600y.,  as  against  23,000y.,  10,000y.,  and 
72  OOOy.  respectively  in  1895.  The  exports  to  China  were 
nil.  This  diminution  was  due  to  (he  feebleness  of  the 
demand  during  the  first  six  months  of  1896 — in  fact,  no 
business  at  all  was  done  duiing  that  period,  and  the  pro- 
ducers were  in  consequence  forced  to  refine  the  crude  anti- 
mony themselves.  Although  there  was  a  decrease  in  the 
exportation  of  vegetable  wax  by  6,500  piculs,  the  monetary 
value  of  the  same  increased  by  nearly  30, OOOy.  Almost  the 
whole  of  this  was  shipped  from  Kobe  to  Hong-Kong,  the 
remainder  being  divided  between  the  United  States,  British 
India,  and  Earope — the  shipments  to  the  more  distant  cus- 
tomers being  responsible  for  the  decrease. 

Soaps  were  exported  in  1896  to  the  value  of  110,432y.,  a 
decrease  of  about  3, OOOy.  In  this  total  toilet-soaps  figured 
for  87,648y.,  or  a  diminution  of  8, OOOy.,  and  washing- 
soaps  20,748y.,  or  an  increase  of  2,000y.  Most 
of  the  soap  was  shipped  to  China,  Corea,  and 
Vladivostock,  the  trade  with  Siberia  being  an  increas- 
ing one  for  Japan.  The  camphor-market  during  the  period 
under  review  did  not  show  any  special  movement  which  we 
have  not  already  recorded,  but  we  notice  that  the  exporta- 
tion of  crude  camphor  in  1896  suffered  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion, the  quantity  falling  by  6,518  piculs,  the  destinations 
being  as  under-noted  : — 


Piculs  Yens 

Hong-Kong                         11,585  ...  793,132 

United  States                        1,764  ...  127,755 

France                                      687  ...  46,0  LI 

India                                      492  ...  45,073 

China                                     649  ...  38,560 

Germany                                 600  ...  35,743 

Great  Britain                            224  ...  19,345 

Australia                                 143  ...  11,458 

Canada                                    24  ...  1,524 


A  new  refinery  was  opened  during  the  year,  this  being  the 
third  cow  in  existence  at  Kobe,  of  which  two  belong  to 
foreigners.  The  principal  market  for  Japanese  refined 
camphor  is  the  United  States.  The  exportations  of  camphor 
oil  increased  by  500  piculs  during  1896,  but  the  value 
more  than  doubled  itself,  the  figures  being  93,404y.  against 
40,876y.  in  1895.  The  fact  that  the  exports  of  camphor  oil 
do  not  appear  to  be  affected  by  the  decreased  output  of 
crude  camphor  is  due  to  the  custom  of  allowing  the  oil 
from  Formosa  to  enter  Kobe  free  of  duty.  The  bulk  of  the 
oil  was  exported  to  Hong-Kong. 


THE    BUDGET   OF  1898. 

Sie  Michael  Hicks  Beach's  second  Budget  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a  great  one,  except  in  regard  to  the  figures  in 
which  he  deals.  A  gross  total  revenue  of  116  016, 000/.  was 
received  last  year.  This  included  9,402,000/.  paid  over  for 
the  relief  of  local  taxation.  The  surplus  actually  realised  in 
the  past  year  was  3,678,000/.  In  the  last  three  years  the 
national  surpluses  have  exceeded  10,000  000/.  These  vast 
excesses  directly  encourage  extravagance.  We  look  on  the 
money  thus  saved  as  something  found,  won,  or  in  some  way 
got  for  nothing,  and  amateur  statesmen  of  every  shade  of 
opinion  look  about  for  some  way  of  spending  it.  This  year 
the  bulk  of  it  is  to  go  for  public  buildings.  No  fresh  taxes 
are  imposed  except  one  on  "grogging";  that  is  on  the 
spirit  recovered  from  the  casks  into  which  it  has  absorbed 
which,  we  are  told,  at  present  constitutes  a  considerable 
industry.  There  was  no  anticipation  of  any  reduction  of 
taxation,  but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  been 
able  to  provide  this  in  a  few  respects.  We  set  out  below  the 
modifications  of  taxation  as  arranged  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 
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Unmanufactured  tobacco,  present  duty  3s.  2d,,  to  be  re- 
duced to  2s.  Sd.  Limit  of  moisture  at  present,  35  per  cent- 
to  be  reduced  to  30  per  cent.  The  average  natural  moisture 
in  tobacco  is  14  per  cent.  No  reduction  on  foreign  made 
cigars. 

Income  tax  Qd.  as  heretofore,  but  graduation  extended. 
At  present  incomes  not  exceeding  1601.  are  exempt;  on 
incomes  not  exceeding  400/.  an  abatement  of  1Q01.  is  allowed, 
and  on  incomes  up  to  500Z.  an  abatement  of  100/.  is  allowed. 
The  Chancellor  proposes  to  leave  the  law  as  it  is  on  incomes 
up  to  400/.,  to  increase  the  abatement  to  150/.  on  incomes  up 
to  500/.,  to  allow  120/.  on  incomes  of  500/.  to  600/.,  and  to 
allow  70/.  on  incomes  of  from  600/.  to  700/.  The  total  cost 
to  the  revenue  of  these  modifications  is  estimated  at  only 
100,000/. 

the  death  duties  are  to  be  modified  to  a  slight  extent. 
Collaterals  who  pay  estate  duty  are  to  be  allowed  the  1  per 
cent,  now  allowed  to  lineals,  and  in  the  case  of  property 
settled  on  marriage  the  payment  of  duty  on  estates  passing 
from  husband  to  wife,  or  vice  versa,  is  to  be  postponed  until 
the  death  of  the  survivor. 

Land  tax  is  not  to  be  assessed  on  property  not  assessed 
before  1896,  when  the  annual  value  does  not  exceed  5Z. 

The  Budget  is  no  doubt  a  popular  one.  The  relief  to  a 
large  number  of  income-tax  payers,  though  not  great,  will  be 
appreciable,  and  it  is  astonishing  that  it  can  be  given  so 
cheaply.  The  Chancellor  might  easily  have  doubled  the 
boon.  The  tobacco-duty  reduction  will  benefit  somebody,  no 
doubt,  but  it  is  a  very  costly  experiment.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach  hopes  it  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  con- 
sumption, and  he  holds  before  us  the  example  of  other 
countries  where  the  duty  is  lower  and  where  the  consumption 
is  much  greater  than  here.  Britain  consumes  1  lb.  13  oz.  of 
tobacco  per  head  per  annum ;  France,  2  lb.  5  oz. ;  Austria, 
2  lb.  13  oz. ;  Germany,  3  lb.  8  oz. :  and  Belgium,  4  lb.  12  oz. 
Moreover,  the  Chancellor  reckons  that  by  reducing  the 
moisture  tobacco  will  burn  quicker.  In  former  times,  he 
tells  us,  it  was  said  it  took  3d.  of  matches  to  consume  3d.  of 
tobacco.  So  that  his  apparent  gift  to  smokers  takes  the 
form  of  a  cunningly  devised  stratagem  to  tempt  them  on  the 
road  to  ruin.  The  continental  comparison  shows  that  we 
have  plenty  of  room  for  deterioration,  but  the  doubtful 
farthing  per  oz.,  which  is  as  much  as  the  purchaser  will  get 
is  not  enough  to  have  much  effect.  If  the  Chancellor  had 
dared  to  have  made  a  reduction  in  the  duty  which  would 
have  made  a  retail  difference  of  Id.  per  oz.  of  tobacco,  it  is 
quite  likely  his  policy  would  have  been  a  fiscally  success- 
ful one. 

Nothing  is  more  noteworthy,  from  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  than  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach's  reference  to  cocoa.  The  con- 
sumption of  tea,  he  pointed  out,  was  growing  more  rapidly 
than  the  population  proportion,  but  the  comparative  progress 
of  tea  was  far  outrun  by  cocoa,  which  he  regarded  as  "  an 
admirable  beverage."  The  amount  of  manufactured  cocoa 
imported,  he  told  the  House  of  Commons,  is  three  times  as 
great  now  as  it  was  two  years  ago,  and  in  the  past  year  the 
duty  on  cocoa  (by  which  he  meant  manufactured  and  raw) 
had  gone  up  from  144,000/.  to  183,000/.  Not  a  little  of  this 
increase  was  due,  said  the  Chancellor,  to  the  remarkable 
success  of  a  certain  well-advertised  article,  which  in  grati- 
tude he  felt  half  tempted  to  name.  Even  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, it  may  be  supposed,  understood  that  the  reference  was 
to  Dr.  Tibbies'  Vi-Cocoa;  but  it  is  only  just  to  other  makers 
to  remember  that  within  the  past  ten  years,  by  an  aggregate 
advertising  which  has  rivalled  that  of  soap  and  pills,  half  a 
dozen  of  them  have  compelled  the  public,  including  Cabinet 
Ministers,  to  consider  this  admirable  beverage.  The  growth 
of  the  imports  of  "  manufactured  "  cocoa  is  not  a  result  to 
boast  about ;  but  though  the  Customs  returns  do  not  show 
the  distinction,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  manufac- 
ure  in  this  country  is  growing  at  least  at  an  equal  pac3. 


YEAST. 

Those  who  have  followed  the  work  of  J.  Reynolds  Green, 
F.R.S.,  on  Yeast,  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  Nature  of 
April  22  contains  several  pages  of  a  paper  on  Yeast  and 
alcoholic  fermentations  by  the  Professor.  He  deals  with  the 
subject  generally,  but  also  with  the  most  recent  developments 
of  enzyme  fermentation  from  which  we  gather  that  Professor 
Green  is  not  so  positive  as  he  was  at  first  in  regard  to  the 
Buchner  isolation  from  yeast  cells  of  a  fluid  which  ferments 
saccharin  bodies. 

IS  ACETYLENE  DANGEROUS  WHEN  BREATHED  ? 

Professor  Thomas  Oliver,  M.A.,  M.D.,  of  the  Newcastle 
University  College  of  Medicine,  communicates  an  interesting 
note  to  the  British  Medical  Journal  regarding  the  dangers 
arising  from  the  inhalation  of  acetylene.  Professor  Oliver 
has  made  experiments  upon  smaller  animals,  especially 
rabbits,  and  finds  that  when  they  breathe  a  mixture  of 
acetylene  and  air,  so  that  they  become  asphyxiated  to  a 
slight  extent,  a  few  seconds  in  pure  air  suffices  to  restore 
them  completely.  He  is  convinced  from  his  experiments 
that  under  ordinary  domestic  circumstances,  should  acetylene 
escape  into  the  atmosphere  of  rooms,  the  danger  to  life 
would  be  less  than  in  the  escape  of  coal  gas,  while  restoration 
to  normal  conditions  would  certainly  be  more  easily  effected 

AGRICULTURE  IN  GERMANY. 

Chemists  in  rural  districts  who  take  a  practical  interest  in 
farming,  or  have  an  agricultural  trade,  will  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  read  Mr.  F.  Ph.  Koenig's  report  on  agriculture 
in  Germany,  which  is  published  as  one  of  the  miscellaneous- 
series  of  Consular  reports  (No.  452,  price  4§*2.).  It  contains 
a  great  deal  of  interesting  practical  information,  and  shows, 
that  German  farmers,  like  every  other  industry  in  Germany 
are  benefited  from  the  educational  and  scientific  arrange- 
ments instituted  by  the  Government.  Special  information 
is  devoted  to  the  sugar-beet  industry,  and  there  is  also  a 
little  about  the  distillation  of  potato-spirit,  which  is  closely 
connected  with  farming  in  Germany.  Potato-spirit  is  prin- 
cipally distilled  in  Prussia,  where  the  annual  output  is 
2,470,000  hectolitres  (1  hect.  =  22  gallons),  the  total  pro- 
duction for  the  German  Empire  being  2,969,000  hectolitres. 
Farmers  are  permitted  to  distil  a  certain  quantity  for  a 
certain  tax,  but  if  they  exceed  that  quantity  a  higher  rate  of 
excise  is  levied.  In  Bavaria  as  a  whole  the  quantity  is  equal 
to  three  litres  per  head  of  population.  Perhaps  rural 
chemists  may  not  be  able  to  convert  anything  they  may  find 
in  the  report  directly  into  profit,  but  it  will  post  them  on- 
matters  in  which  their  clients  are  interested. 

"  THE   FLORA   OF  BERKSHIRE." 

The  old  school  of  botanists  is  dying  out,  they  say,  but  so- 
long  as  we  have  in  the  drug-trade  such  men  as  Mr.  G. 
Claridge  Druce,  of  Oxford,  the  new  school  will  have  a  hard 
fight  for  supremacy.  His  new  book,  "  The  Flora  of  Berk- 
shire," issued  from  the  Clarendon  Press,  Oxford,  is  an 
impressive  monument  of  industry  in  the  fields,  bibliographic 
research,  botanic  erudition,  and  literary  craftsmanship.  The 
book  begins  with  200  pages  of  introduction,  in  which  are  given 
the  topography  and  history  of  the  county,  and  biographical 
sketches  of  the  botanists  who  have  explored  it.  Then  follow 
the  flora  proper,  extending  to  624  pages,  a  compact  summary, 
and  index.  A  map  of  Berkshire  and  surrounding  country  is 
enclosed  in  the  cover  a  la  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diaet.  We  have  not  yet  spent  sufficiently  long  at  the  book 
to  enable  us  to  review  it  exhaustively,  but  we  have  got  far 
enough  to  show  us  that  it  is  well  done,  and  the  purpose  of 
this  note  is  to  advise  pharmaceutical  botanists  to  buy  the 
book.  They  will  like  it  for  its  thoroughness,  will  learn  much 
from  it,  and  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  handle  a  book  which 
a  confrere  has  written.    We  ought  to  add  that  the  book  is 
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dedicated  to  the  Queen,  "  as  a  respectful  tribute  of  a 
-student  to  his  sovereign  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  her  beneficent 

reign." 

IONISATION   IN  PRACTICE. 

Edison,  the  wizard  of  Menlo  Park,  is  credited  with  many 
things  which  he  lias  nothing  to  do  with.  His  latest  inven- 
tion is  an  electrical  cure  for  gout,  which  we  hear  of  fro 
the  Medical  Herald,  and  which  is  nothing  else  than  the 
:xernoval  of  uric  acid  from  the  system  by  passing  lithium 
chloride  through  the  body.  To  effect  this,  one  hand  of  the 
patient  is  placed  in  a  solution  of  chloride  of  lithium, 
and  the  other  in  a  solution  of  chloride  of  sodium, 
each  solution  being  connected  with  one  pole  of  a  battery. 
In  experiments  on  a  healthy  man  a  current  of  four  milli- 
amperes  was  applied  two  hours  daily  for  a  week,  during 
which  time  55  centigrammes  of  chloride  of  lithium,  sufficient 
to  carry  off  243  grammes  of  uric  acid,  was  passed  through 
the  system.  The  same  operation  was  tried  on  a  man 
73  years  of  age,  who  for  ten  years  had  suffered  intensely 
from  gout,  his  joints  being  so  swollen  that  walking  was 
impossible.  The  pain  ceased  with  the  first  operation,  and 
after  two  hours'  treatment  daily  for  six  days  his  hands 
resumed  their  normal  proportions,  and  he  was  entirely  cured, 
3  c.c.  of  urate  of  sodium  haviDg  been  absorbed.  The 
only  theory  we  have  to  fit  in  with  this  is  the  ionisation 
one,  and  we  must  suppose  that  the  atoms  of  lithium  (not 
lithium  chloride)  go  in  some  mysterious  way  through  the 
body  from  pole  to  pole.  Of  course  this  is  absurd,  but  we  do 
not  say  that  Edison  is  responsible  for  it.  He  is  a  very  good 
man  for  minding  his  own  business,  and  not  half  of  the 
notions  attributed  lo  him  are  genuine  Edisoniana. 

TESTS  FOR  ADEPS  LA.WE. 

The  composition  of  wool-fat  is  so  complex,  and  the  puri- 
fication of  it  for  medicinal  purposes  so  difficult,  that  the  fat 
requires  to  be  carefully  tested  before  it  is  sent  out  for 
medicinal  purposes.  Dr.  Lipschiitz,  of  Berlin,  has  published 
the  results  of  a  special  research  on  the  subject,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  gives  the  following  criteria: — It  should  be  free 
from  any  odour,  and  must  not  become  sticky  under  the 
surface  if  kept  for  some  time.  If  heated  for  half  an  hour 
to  240°  C.  it  should  not  darken  in  colour,  and  on  exposure  to 
daylight  it  should  not  darken,  because  wool-fat,  if  properly 
purified,  becomes,  if  anything,  lighter  in  colour  on  exposure 
•vo  sunlight.  If  h  gramme  of  wool-fat  is  boiled  with 
'5  c.c.  of  glacial  acetic  acid,  and  afterwards  on  cooling  and 
filtration  4  to  5  drops  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  is  added, 
the  solution  should  become  brownish  yellow,  while  im- 
pure wool-fat  gives  a  green  colour  after  thirty  to  fifty 
minutes.  As  to  the  amount  of  free  fatty  acid  which  may 
be  present,  Dr.  Lipschiitz  thinks  that  a  good  wool-fat  should 
give  a  red  colour  with  phenolphthalein  when  1  or  2  drops 
of  decinormal  soda  solution  is  added.  Further,  adeps 
lana?  mixed  with  five  times  its  weight  of  water,  and  heated 
on  the  water-bath,  should  separate  very  quickly  into  two 
perfectly  clear  layers,  and  no  trace  of  impurity  should  be 
visible  at  the  point  where  the  oil  and  water  come  in  contact. 
The  ash  should  not  contain  lead  or  manganese.  To  detect 
chlorine  the  wool-fat  is  boiled  with  absolute  alcohol,  acidu- 
lated with  nitric  acid,  and,  after  cooling  and  filtering, 
alcoholic  nitrate  of  silver  should  not  make  the  filtrate 
opalescent. 

Immense  deposits  of  sulphate  of  copper  have  been  dis- 
covered in  the  Copaquire  mountains,  Chili.    The  deposits 
.  are  said  to  consist  of  entire  hills  of  a  ley  of  12  per  cent,  on 
the  surface,  and  of  25  to  30  per  cent,  sulphate. 

Colloidal  Silver,  the  gold-like  modification  of  the 
metal,  is  suggested  as  a  therapeutic  agent  to  be  used  as  a 
',  l-per-cent.  solution  for  hypodermic  injections  or  1  to  3 
,jper  cent,  ointment,  in  lymphangitis,  septicemia,  &c. 


HINTS  FROM  EXPERIENCE. 


IV. — Radiograph  y. 


Chemists  who  have  a  good  connection  among  doctors  will 
find  this  "  side  line  "  well  worth  taking  up.  The  equipment 
required  consists  of  (1)  source  of  electricity.  (2)  Ruhmkorfl's 
coil  or  Tesla  transformer,  (3)  Crookes's  tube.  (4)  fluorescent, 
screen.  The  source  of  electricity  may  be  either  a  battery  of 
Grove's  or  bichromate  cells,  or  accumulators.  If  electric 
light  is  laid  on,  an  electrician  will  fix  up  a  plug  so  that  the 
coil  can  be  connected  directly  with  the  electric  supply — 
which  is  by  far  the  simplest  method — failing  this,  accumu- 
lators should  be  used.  There  is  not,  nowadays,  much  diffi- 
culty in  getting  these  charged  in  any  decent-sized  town.  A 
four-cell  accumulator  (8-voIt)  costs  about  3/  10s.,  and  can 
be  recharged  for  Is.  Recharging  is  necessary  about  once  a 
month,  depending,  of  course,  on  the  frequency  with  which 
the  apparatus  is  used.  The  Ruhmkorff  coil  used  is  one 
giving  a  four-inch  spark,  and  is  the  expensive  part  of  the 
equipment.  A  best  English-made  coil  should  be  used  in 
preference  to  a  cheap  foreign-made  one;  it  saves  disappoint- 
ment and  worry.  A  four-inch  coil  costs  10/.,  according  to 
the  discount  obtained.  Suitable  Tesla  transformers,  used 
where  a  street  electric-supply  is  available,  cost  about  the 
same  as  a  four-inch  spark  coil.  The  Crookes's  tube  em- 
ployed should  be  of  the  "  focus "  pattern.  I  have  tried 
many  new-fangled  kinds,  but  have  come  back  to  my  first 
love.  Good  firms  never  object  to  one  trying  tubes  before 
buying.  Care  of  course  should  be  taken  that  the  coil  they 
are  tried  on  is  of  equal  strength  to  the  one  they  are  going  to 
be  used  on  eventually.  Tubes  cost  from  12s.  6'/.  to  30s., 
according  to  the  quantity  purchased  and  the  firms  they  are 
purchased  from.  It  is  advisable  to  buy  half  a  dozen,  so  that  in 
case  of  an  accident  to  a  tube  there  is  a  reserve  to  fall  back  on. 
Fluorescent  screens  can  be  made,  but  it  is  better  to  purchase 
one  ready-made.  Barium  platinocyanide  is  a  costly  chemi- 
cal to  experiment  with,  and  it  needs  much  experiment  to 
turn  out  a  perfect  screen.  A  double-coated  screen,  7£  by  10, 
costs  from  21.  2j.  to  21.  lOi.  Smaller  or  larger  screens  are 
obtainable.  I  saw  one  a  while  ago  which  was  large  enough 
to  see  through  a  whole  man  at  once.  To  support  the  tube  a 
wooden  stand  is  required  (cost  about  7s.  6c/.),  and  there  are 
also  wanted  wires  for  connections.  To  connect  accumulator 
and  coil  No.  16  B.W.G.  G.P.-covered  wire  is  used,  and  to  join 
coil  and  tube  a  thin  wire,  such  as  No.  36  B.W.G.  silk-covered 
wire,  is  required.  For  taking  radiographs,  photographic 
plates  or  Eastman's  .r-ray  paper  will  be  wanted.  A  packet 
of  twelve  pieces  of  a--ray  paper,  10  by  8,  costs  7s.  3d.  The 
developer  used  is  amidol  -J  oz.,  sulphite  of  soda  1  oz.,  water 
20  oz.,.  the  fixing-bath  "  hypo  "  4  oz.  to  the  pint.  A  "  dark- 
room "  is,  of  course,  required  for  carrying  out  these  opera- 
tions. 

The  cases  which  medical  men  bring  are  mostly  of  a  simple 
character.  I  find  cases  of  bullets  in  the  hand  of  the  "  didn't- 
know-it-was-loaded  "  order  most  frequent,  then  come  hands 
and  feet  with  needles  in.  Patients  with  broken  limbs  and  dis- 
located joints  are  often  brought  to  be  examined  ;  dislocations 
in  children  often  puzzle  surgeons,  and  they  are  glad  to  have 
recourse  to  a;- rays  to  help  them  out  of  a  surgical  conun- 
drum. 

The  charges  for  the  work  are  fairly  good.  I  charge 
10s.  6d.  for  a  radiograph  of  the  hand  or  foot ;  to  medical 
men  5s.  To  use  the  apparatus  for  screen-observation  the 
charge  is  7s.  6d.  to  laymen,  and  3s.  6d.  to  medical  men. 

"  Does  it  pay  ? "  many  will  ask,  and  to  this  I  can  only 
answer,  "  In  my  case  it  has  paid.  In  eighteen  months  the 
work  done  paid  for  the  cost  of  the  apparatus,  and  now 
recharging  accumulators  and  renewing  tubes  and  photo- 
graphic requisites  are  the  only  expenses.  Renewing  tubes  is 
only  rendered  necessary  by  accident ;  with  good  luck  tubes 
last  months  or  even  years.  When  they  seem  to  be  getting 
'  tired  '  they  are  put  by  to  recover  themselves  by  a  read- 
justment of  the  vacuum— a  process  at  present  imperfectly 
understood.  If  the  Editor  cares  I  will  send  applicants  the 
names  of  the  people  where  I  procured  my  apparatus.  Most 
of  them  I  found  through  advertisements  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist." 
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Westminster  Wisfcom. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill 

Has  not  got  any  further.  It  was  28th  on  the  orders  on 
Monday  night,  and  is  31st  for  Thursday,  with  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Bill  and  other  Government  measures  in  front  of 
it.    Its  chances  are  not  improving. 

Mr.  Boot  Busy. 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot  has  been  occasionally  visible  in  the  Lobbies 
lately,  and,  being  buttonholed,  said  something  like  this:  — 
"  I  am  taking  a  bit  of  a  holiday,  and  this  work  rather  interests 
me.  I  was  not  very  well  when  this  Pharmacy  Bill  came  on 
for  second  reading  or  I  should  have  been  up  then  and  got 
some  member  to  block  it.  That  would  have  been  the  proper 
time.  But  I  am  not  going  to  let  it.  go  through  Committee 
now  if  I  can  help  it.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Cross  several  times, 
and  I  think  he  will  keep  firm.  He  wants  the  poisons  law  to 
be  modified,  and  he  thinks  other  pharmacy  legislation  should 
be  postponed  till  wcget  the  Government  Bill  which  has  been 
promised.  But  besides  Mr.  Cross  I  have  got  promises  from 
several  other  members  to  oppose  the  Bill  if  necessary.  No  ; 
I  must  not  tell  you  who  they  are — at  least,  not  for  publica- 
tion. How  does  the  Bill  affect  us  ?  Why,  in  this  way ;  it 
is  professedly  only  a  preliminary  step.  They  want  to  "  con- 
solidate the  Society/'  they  say,  and  when  they  get  the  trade 
at  their  back  they  are  going  to  take  strong  action — against 
companies  like  ours  probably  ;  bring  more  actions  perhaps, 
like  the  one  they  brought  against  us  at  Bristol,  when  they 
prosecuted  us  for  not  having  the  name  of  our  company  up 
when  we  had  only  opened  our  shop  a  few  weeks.  No,"  con- 
tinued Mr.  Boot  reflectively  ;  "  what  is  wanted  is  to  take  away 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the  administration  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  We  have  abundant  evidence  to  show  the 
partial  way  in  which  they  execute  it.  They  constantly  give 
cautions  to  their  own  members :  do  you  think  they  would 
give  us  a  caution  ?  Let  them  be  a  scientific  society,  and  let 
a  Government  Department  see  to  the  Pharmacy  Act." 

"  But  how  are  you  going  to  proceed  about  this  Bill,  Mr. 
Boot  ?    It  is  in  Committee  now,  and  you  can  only  amend  it." 

"  Yes,  I  know.  Read  that,"  answered  Mr.  Boot,  as  he  took 
from  his  bag  a  neatly  folded  circular  printed  in  red  and 
black,  and  gave  it  to  our  Westminsterialist.  "  One  of  those 
is  going  to  every  M.P.  within  a  day." 

"To  Mr.  Smith  among  the  rest." 

"  Oh,  yes ;  to  Mr.  Smith  certainly."  The  circular  is  a  very 
strong  one.  It  is  headed  "  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill," 
and  gives  (in  red)  "Reasons  why  the  Bill  should  not  be 
passed."  It  gives  quotations  from  speeches  to  show  the 
ultimate  object  of  the  Bill ;  asks  (also  in  red)  "  Why  should 
working  men's  clever  lads  be  handicapped  by  heavy  fees 
from  becoming  chemists  1 "  "  Does  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  set  as  high  a  value  as  it  professes  on  education,  or 
is  it  '  out '  for  more  fees  ?  "  and  states  that 

For  years  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  been  trying  to  obtain 
increased  political  power,  entirely  outside  of  the  status  conferred 
on  it  as  a  scientific  body  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Acts.  By  a  pre- 
sumptuous interference  in  commercial  legislation  prominent 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  even  now  seeking 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Bili  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Com- 
panies Acts  by  insidious  amendments  designed  to  make  them- 
selves collectively  an  exclusive  corporation,  at  the  same  time 
misrepresenting  the  conditions  under  which  the  chemists'  business 
is  carried  on  under  the  auspices  of  numerous  companies,  some 
l  t^j,  V6ry  old-establislled,  embracing  many  thousands  of 
shareholders,  and  supported  by  many  millions  of  customers— 
the  fact  being  entirely  concealed  that,  under  the  existing  Acts, 
no  company  can  keep  open  a  chemist's  shop  which  is  not  under 
the  supervision  of  a  chemist  fully  qualified  by  a  Pharmaceutical 
Society  s  examination.  They  wish  to  have  the  power  to  drive 
out  all  those  who,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  public,  and  especially 
ot  the  poorer  classes,  have  cheapened  the  production,  distribution, 
and  preparation  of  the  most  expensive  and  useful  descriptions 
of  drugs  and  medicines. 

The  promoters  of  the  Bill  will  find  Mr.  Boot  a  more  difficult 
man  to  square  than  any  of  their  previous  revolters. 

In  the  Lobby. 
Monday  night  was,  in  a  quiet  way,  momentous  in  the  pro- 
gress or  stagnation  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill.    In  the  first  place, 


the  truce  between  Mr.  Smith,  the  sponsor  for  the  measure^ 
and  Mr.  Cross,  its  chief  opponent,  ended  that  night,  for 
reasons  which  are  given  elsewhere.  These  two  honourable- 
members  had  agreed  that  they  would  not  steal  a  march  upon, 
one  another,  and  the  period  of  agreement  terminated  on 
April  25.  In  the  second  place,  there  was  a  flutter  in  the 
Lobby  caused  by  Mr.  Jesse  Boot's  crimson-and-black  circular 
in  regard  to  pharmacy  law,  which  had  struck  a  good  many 
members  as  something  novel  in  billing  the  House,  and  many 
were  all  the  afternoon  asking  what  prospects  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  had  of  getting  through  their  clutches.  There  was  no 
reasonable  prospect  of  the  Bill  getting  through,  for  it  stood 
twenty-eighth  in  the  orders  of  the  day.  This  may  have 
accounted  for  the  absence  of  Pharmaceutical  Society  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Lobby,  but  it  did  not  suppress  Mr.  Jesse 
Boot's  activity.  He  was  there  from  the  early  afternoon  until 
midnight,  up  to  which  time  the  House  was  engaged  on  a  Bill 
which  proposes  to  permit  prisoners  in  criminal  cases  to  give 
evidence  on  their  own  behalf.  The  debate  had  little  to  do 
with  pharmacy,  except  that  there  bulked  largely  in  it  the 
case  of  the  chemist's  daughter  who  was  assaulted  and  robbed 
by  a  young  man  who  was  not  caught,  but  for  whom  another 
young  man  was  unjustly  imprisoned.  The  Criminal  Evidence 
Bill  spoilt  the  chances  of  all  the  measures  which  followed  it 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  but  served  to  demonstrate  the 
integrity  of  the  British  Parliament  when  non-partisan 
measures  are  under  discussion,  for  it  was  abused  and  praised 
with  equal  vehemence  from  both  sides  of  the  House. 

A  Chat  with  Mr.  Cross  about  Pharmacy  Bills. 

"  That  is  Mr.  Cross,  the  member  for  Camlachie,"  said  a 
polite  parliamentary  policeman  to  a  Chemist  and  Druggist 
representative  on  Monday  evening,  in  the  House  of  Commons 
Lobby. 

"  Please  give  him  my  card."  So  the  interview  began  ;  the 
M.P.  leaning  on  one  side  of  the  rail,  and  the  M.P.S.  on  the 
other.  Mr.  Cross  is  a  vivacious  man,  a  rapid  talker,  and  the 
soul  of  good  humour.  He  abused  the  druggists'  poison 
monopoly  so  pleasantly  and  quickly,  and  their  proverbially 
big  profits  in  such  lively  fashion,  as  to  leave  the  man  on  the 
other  side  tof  the  rail  with  little  chance  of  defending  his 
brethren, 

"No;  there's  no  chance  of  the  Bill  getting  through  to- 
night," said  Mr.  Cross  in  reply  to  our  representative's  query; 
"You  need  not  wait  for  your  last  train.    Yes,  Mr.  MoKellar 
has  told  me  that  he  has  withdrawn  his  opposition  ;  but  my 
amendments  were  not  framed  through  him." 

"  Are  they  serious,  Mr.  Cross,  or  may  I  take  it  that  they 
are  merely  nominal  for  the  sake  of  defeating  the  Bill  1  " 

"  Oh,  I  don't  think  my  amendments  are  what  they  might 
be.  Mind  you,  I  don't  object  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Sociefy 
trying  to  do  the  best  for  themselves.  Indeed,  I  ratbei 
sympathise  with  their  efforts  to  increase  the  education  of  its 
members,  and  to  get  as  many  chemists  as  they  can  to  join  it, 
but  the  sale  of  poisons  is  a  different  matter.  Since  the  ■ 
Pharmacy  Act  was  passed  many  things  have  happened  which 
alter  the  original  conception  in  regard  to  that.  Now  we 
have  poisons  put  up  in  bottles  and  packets,  such  as  sheep- 
dips,  and  weed-killers,  as  in  my  case,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
it  requires  the  high  technical  education  of  the  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist  for  the  sale  of  these.  There  are  a  lot  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  interested  in  agriculture,  who  sympathise 
with  me  in  that,  and  they  are  waiting  to  sec  what  the  , 
Government  is  to  do  in  the  matter." 

"And  what  is  the  Government  to  do,  Mr.  Cross?"  asked  ' 
our  representative. 

"  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  at  liberty  to  tell  you  ;  but,  at 
least,  I  may  say  that  Mr.  Smith  and  I  agreed  before  Easter 
to  suspend  hostilities,  as  it  were,  until  we  had  seen  whether 
an  agreement  could  be  come  to  over  the  Government  Poisons 
Bill.  Our  arrangement  terminates  to-night.  The  Govern- 
ment Bill  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords  by  - 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  It  is  the  Privy  Council's  Bill,  and.' 
will,  I  understand,  deal  with  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  and 
various  poisons  which  are  used  for  agricultural  and  sanitary 
purposes.  It  may  come  on  any  day,  and  I  hope  that  Bill 
and  the  Pharmacy  Bill  will  be  referred  to  Committee ;  then 
we  shall  get  your  Society  and  the  sale  of  poisons  dealt  with 
properly." 

"  But  do  you  really  think,  Mr.  Cross,  that  your  opposition, 
has  much  support  in  the  Comm-.ns  1  ' 
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"  Bless  you,  yes.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Boot's  circular  1 
Why,  at  least  a  dozen  members  have  asked  me  this  after- 
noon about  my  amendments  who  have  never  spoken  about 
the  matter  before.  We  chuck  away  most  of  the  circulars  we 
get,  but  this  one  is  so  tersely  put,  and  so  beautifully  printed, 
that  we  can't  help  reading  it.  Mr.  Boot  is  a  clever  man,  and 
he  has  a  lot  of  support  in  the  House.  It's  a  revelation  to 
many  of  us  that  your  Society  wants  to  put  down  company- 
trading.  Why,  the  idea  is  absurd.  Companies  are  what  we 
are  all  coming  to,  and  why  not  in  the  drug-trade  ?  " 

Our  representative  lay  low  on  that  point,  and  asked  Mr. 
Cross  if  he  was  sure  that  the  Privy  Council  were  serious 
about  a  Poisons  Bill. 

"  Yes,"  Mr.  Cross  replied,  "  and  it's  the  only  measure 
which  will  receive  serious  attention  in  the  House.  You 
can't  expect  Parliament  to  devote  time  to  considering  a  Bill 
which  deals  solely  with  the  membership  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  when  we  know  that  there  are  allied 
subjects  which  require  attention.  I  don't  object  to  the 
Society  making  arrangements  for  its  consolidation,  but  I  do 
object,  and  many  other  members  object,  to  further  that 
measure  when  the  intention  is  to  make  it  a  means  of  creating 
further  monopoly  in  the  sale  of  commodities — poisons  if  you 
like — which  are  so  much  used  in  agriculture  and  so  on.  We 
can't  have  the  sale  of  these  restricted  or  sold  at  the  high 
rate  of  profit  which  the  chemist  takes.  My  amendments  to 
the  Bill  may  serve  to  have  the  whole  matter  considered.  It 
is  not  a  new  thing  with  me.  I  drafted  an  amending  Bill 
myself  two  years  ago,  but  the  Government  Bill  will  meet  the 
case." 

"  Then  there  is  no  hope  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  this 
Session  1 " 

"  Oh,  I  won't  say  that.    I  should  not  object  to  Mr.  Smith's 
Bill  getting  through  along  with  the  Government  Bill." 
"  And  if  no  Government  Bill  1 " 
"Then  no  Pharmacy  Bill." 

Our  representative  then  retired  to  the  shade  under  the 
gallery  to  listen  to  Sir  Edward  Clarke  and  others  on  the 
virtue  of  hearing  the  accused  party. 

The  Petroleum  Committee, 

having  decided  to  take  no  further  evidence,  have  adjourned 
till  after  Whitsuntide,  when  they  will  meet  to  consider  their 
report. 

The  Government  Adulteration*  Bill. 

"When  will  you  bring  in  your  Bill  to  amend  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  ? "  asked  Mr.  Channing  (Northampton)  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  on  Thursday  of 
last  week.  To  which  Mr.  Chaplin  gave  the  safe  but  not  en- 
couraging reply :  "As  soon  as  I  see  any  prospect  of  being  able 
to  make  any  progress  with  the  measure." 

Misunderstood  the  Photograph. 

On  Monday  last,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Thomas 
Bayley  (Chesterfield)  referred  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  the  reproduction  of  a  photograph, 
at  page  282  of  the  report  of  his  medical  officer  for  1896-97, 
plate  vii.  fig.  12,  showing  that  after  inoculation  with  the 
glycerinateJ  calf-lymph  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  in 
future  for  vaccinating-purposes  colonies  of  germs  and 
microbes  of  other  diseases  were  found  to  exist,  although  the 
lymph  had  been  stored  for  nine  months  in  undiluted 
glycerine,  and  asked  what  precautions  he  proposes  to  take 
to  secure  the  destruction  of  such  germs. 

It  is  always  pleasant  for  baited  Ministers  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  turning  on  their  tormentors.  In  his  most 
amiable  manner 

Mr.  Chaplin  responded :  The  hon.  member  is  under  a 
misapprehension  as  to  the  plate  in  question.  It  does  not 
refer  to  calf-lymph  at  all,  but  to  small-pox  matter  mixed' 
with  undiluted  glycerine  which  was  made  the  subject  of 
experiment,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  precautions  he 
suggests  to  me  with  regard  to  the  germs  in  question. 

Tuberculous  Milk. 

The  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  of  [Inquiry  into  the 
administrative  procedures  for  controlling  danger  to  man 
through  the  use  as  food  of  the  meat  and  milk  of  tuberculous 
animals  was  issued  on  April  26.  The  Commissioners  state 
that  the  degree  of  danger  in  respect  of  milk-supply  is  far 


greater  than  that  of  the  consumption  of  the  flesh  of  tuber- 
culous animals.  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  meat,  as  a 
rule,  is  cooked  before  it  is  eaten,  which  destroys  infective 
matter.  Milk,  on  the  other  hand,  is  largely  consumed  in 
a  raw  state,  and  there  exists  a  general  distaste  for  cooked 
milk  as  a  beverage.  It  has,  however,  been  proved  that 
milk  from  tuberculous  udders,  and  even  milk  which  has 
been  purposely  contaminated  with  tuberculous  matter,  can 
be  rendered  perfectly  harmless  by  being  boiled  for  one 
minute — a  method  of  sterilisation  which  the  Commissioners 
prefer  for  general  application  to  any  of  the  other  plans 
which  have  been  employed.  They  examined  the  establish- 
ments of  two  of  the  leading  dairy-firms  supplying  the 
metropolis,  and  noted  with  satisfaction  a  number  of  the 
systematic  precautions  adopted  therein.  The  Commissioners 
recommend,  among  other  things,  that  notification  of  every 
disease  in  the  udder  be  made  compulsory,  under  penalty,  on 
the  owners  of  all  cows,  whether  in  private  dairies  or  those  of 
which  the  milk  is  offered  for  sale ;  that  local  authorities 
should  be  given  powers  to  slaughter  cows  developing  tuber- 
culous udders,  subject  to  compensation ;  that  powers  be 
given  to  local  authorities  to  take  samples  and  make  analyses 
from  time  to  time  of  the  milk  produced  or  sold  in  their 
districts,  and  that  milk-vendors  will  be  required  to  supply 
information  as  to  the  sources  from  which  their  milk  is 
derived. 

The  Government  Laboratory  and  the  Analysis 
of  Water. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson  (Holmfirth)  has  several  times  been  try- 
ing to  get  a  question  answered  in  reference  to  the  report  of 
certain  water  at  Maidstone  which  the  chemical  officers  of 
the  Inland  Revenue  had  given.  In  that  report  they  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  water  was  not  liable  to 
contamination,  and  in  consequence  of  this  opinion  an 
application  to  the  Court  to  have  the  well  closed  was  refused. 
This  was  stated  in  Mr.  Wilson's  question,  and  he  also  sug- 
gested that  the  well  was  in  close  proximity  to  houses  in 
which  fourteen  cases  of  enteric  fever  had  occurred  ;  and  as  the 
report  was  not  signed  by  the  chief  of  the  laboratory,  he 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  action  taken  was  sanctioned 
by  the  Government  Department.  Mr.  Wilson  first  put  his 
question  to  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
That  Department  referred  him  to  the  Treasury.  The  Trea- 
sury asked  for  time.  When  the  Treasury  was  ready  Mr. 
Wilson  was  not  present ;  but  at  last  Mr.  Wilson  was  on 
hand,  and  Mr.  Hanbury  was  ready  with  his  answer.  He  said  : 
Under  section  70  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  33  &  39  Vict, 
cap.  55,  the  Magistrates  are  empowered,  if  they  see  fit,  to 
cause  water  of  which  complaint  is  made  to  be  analysed  at 
the  cost  of  the  local  authority.  In  cases  of  difficulty  the 
Magistrates  occasionally  ask  for  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment laboratory,  and  it  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years, 
when  such  assistance  is  asked  for  by  the  Court,  to  undertake 
an  analysis  of  the  water.  In  the  present  instance  the 
Justices  at  Maidstone  requested  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment laboratory,  and  it  was  given  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
practice.  With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  question,  I 
understand  that  evidence  as  to  the  possibility  of  danger 
arising  from  the  local  surroundings  of  the  well  was  given 
before  the  Court  by  the  medical  officer  of  health,  and  that 
the  Magistrates,  on  consideration  of  all  the  evidence  before 
them,  decided  to  refuse  the  application.  The  action  of  the 
laboratory  officers  was  not  specially  sanctioned  by  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  in  this  particular  instance ;  but  those 
officers  undertook  the  analysis  at  the  request  of  the  Magi- 
strates, in  accordance  with  a  practice  which  has  for  years 
existed,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  John  Ellis :  Is  the  right  hon.  gentleman  aware  that 
the  report  the  officers  drew  up  went  far  in  excess  of  any- 
thing with  which  they  were  justified  in  dealing  ? 

Mr.  Hanbury  :  I  think  the  report  did  go,  perhaps,  some- 
what beyond  their  powers. 


Beira.  a  Portugese  possession  in  East  Africa  in  1897,  ex- 
ported 14  tons  of  beeswax,  valued  at  1.280Z.,  this  being  a 
diminution  of  5  tons  on  the  previous  year. 

Java  and  Sumatra  are  the  latest  places  to  be  selected 
for  attack  by  Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  C.  E.  Fulford,  a  nephew  of  the  proprietor. 
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Our  ZTown  traveller. 


Me.  W.  Toogood, 

of  Burlington  Buildings,  Heddon  Street,  Regent  "Street,  W. 
is  best  known  in  the  trade  for  his  turned  wooden  boxes 
covered  pots,  bottles  for  photographic  purposes,  and  articles 
of  a  like  nature.  He  holds  the  agency  in  Great  Britain  for 
the  goods  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Estes  &  Sons,  of  New 
York,  who  are  perhaps  the  largest  makers  of  turned  wooden 
boxes  of  all  kinds  in  the  world.  I  viewed  the  other  day  an 
enormous  selection  of  these  boxes  comprising  everything 
from  the  humble  barrel  for  penny  menthols  to  the  highly- 
polished  tooth-powder  cases  with  burnt-in  labels.  The  latest 
is  a  sample  case  bottle  for  Mincing  Lane,  which  can  be  used 
either  for  a  bottle  by  itself  or  to  act  as  a  protector  for  the 
usual  glass  sample.  Besides  this  particular  branch  of  the 
druggist-sundries  business,  however,  Mr.  Toogood  always 
holds  a  good  all-round  stock  of  cut-glass  bottles,  perfumery, 
and  toilet-requisites.  Amongst  his  show  of  cut  glass  I  noted 
a  toilet- bottle  of  peculiar  shape.  It  is  made  after  the  style 
of  a  Black  Forest  spirit-bottle,  and  its  original  character  will 


tie  judged  from  the  engraving.  When  filled  with  a  coloured 
perfume  the  effect  is  rather  strange.  Anothpr  quaint  shape 
(which  is  also  reproduced)  is  the  "  Tomato"  perfume-spray. 
To  give  a  realistic  effect  to  the  "  Tomato"  conception,  the 
bottle  is  of  a  deep  tomato  colour  from  the  bottom  upwards, 
gradually  shading  off  to  white  towards  the  top.  A  decided 
improvement  in  connection  with  these  sprays  is  the  intro- 
duction of  screw-mounts  of  hardened  brass,  which  are  much 
more  durable  and  cleanly  than  the  old-fashioned  leaden- 
screw  variety.  Mr.  Toogood  also  showed  me  a  new  patented 
preparation  in  which  he  evidently  had  much  confidence.  It 
is  known  as  "  Shear's  Treatment  for  Welsbach  gas-mantles," 
and  is  a  thin  milky  liquid  which  is  recommended  as  being 
useful  for  renovating  and  strengthening  old  mantles,  and 
thus  saving  the  continual  expense  of  buying  new  ones.  A 
shilling  bottle  is  sufficient  for  fifty  applications. 

A  Cockroach  Hunt. 
The  Vermite  Syndicate  invited  me  last  week  to  accompany 
a  small  party  for  a  sniff  of  the  salubrious  briny  at  Stepney. 
Who  the  Vermite  Syndicate  might  be,  or  what  their  objects, 
I  knew  not.  I  assumed  that  Vermite  was  a  new  sort  of  ex- 
plosive, and  when  I  found  myself  conducted  on  board  an  Ameri- 
can liner  by  a  gentleman  apparently  of  Spanish  nationality 
I  began  to  think  the  invitation  was  meant  for  the  C.  $  I). 
war  correspondent,  and  not  for  its  T.T.  It  was  a  little 
-relief  to  find  that  the  Spanish  gentleman  was  an  Italian,  and 
to  hear  him  discourse  on  cockroaches.  He  knew  all  about 
them,  and  the  various  species  of  them,  their  various  foods, 
their  chosen  haunts,  their  loves,  lives,  and  little  ways.  He 
told  us  exactly  how  many  ovules  are  contained  in  a  specified 
section  of  their  anatomy,  and  to  what  category  any  sub- 
mitted specimen  belongs.  And  in  studying  the  insect 
enemies  of  the  lemon-trees  of  his  native  land  he  had  dis- 
covered what  these  beasties  do  not  like,  which,  to  put  it 
briefly,  is  especially  Vermite.  Vermite,  he  told  us,  is  a  vegetable 
substance,  harmless  to  animal  life,  but  instantaneous  annihi- 
lation to  all  insects.  It  is  a  fine,  light-yellow  powder,  possess- 
ing a  pungent  but  not  disagreeable  odour,  and  bearing  a  strong 
resemblance  to  the  Dalmatian  powder  of  the  trade.    It  is 


in  the  aroma  that  the  destroying  virtue  lies,  the  inventor 
asserts,  and  a  whiff  of  vermite  to  a  bug  or  cockroach  is  like 
Mr.  Cross  to  a  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  seance  began  in  the 
ship's  pantry,  and  a  few  whiffs  from  a  vermite-charged 
bellows  into  the  crevices  and  cracks. of  the  room  brought  out, 
cockroaches  by  scores,  much  to  the  amazement  of  the 
steward,  who  had  placidly  remarked  a  few  minutes  before 
that  "  there  weren't  many  cockroaches  aboard ;  they 
seldom  saw  one."  A  thorough  whiffing  into  all  the  cup- 
boards and  odd  corners  soon  produced  a  crop  which  swarmed 
over  the  floors,  walls,  and  ceiling.  When  the  insect  got  a 
smell,  he  seemed  to  become  afflicted  with  a  mild  attack  of 
delirium  tremens.  He  staggered  backwards  and  forwards, 
ran  his  head  against  anything  handy,  and,  reclining  grace- 
fully on  his  back,  gave  up  the  ghost.  He  certainly  died  ;  it 
was  not  merely  temporary  intoxication.  We  went  from  the 
pantry  to  the  cooks'  galley,  where  we  had  similar  sport. 
Somebody  with  a  very  utilitarian  mind  remarked  that  it  was 
a  pity  the  dead  insects  could  not  be  put  to  some  useful 
purpose.  "  Ah  !  "  said  the  Syndicate  man,  "  it  was  only  this 
morning  we  had  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  asking  the  price 
of  blackbeetles  per  thousand.  He  wanted  them  to  use  in 
the  preparation  of  a  gout-cure."  The  Italian  gentleman 
said  it  was  the  fact  that  beetles  are  used  in  various  coun- 
tries iu  the  treatment  of  dropsy  and  like  ailments — a 
beautiful  instance  of  the  economy  of  Nature,  which,  as  we 
have  often  been  taught,  has  a  use  for  everything. 

Money  in  Menthol. 

The  new  premises  occupied  by  Messrs.  Shirley  Brothers  at 
Rockingham  Street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E.,  suggested 
this  heading  as  I  was  conducted  over  them  lately.  The 
building  is  in  two  blocks,  with  a  large  courtyard  between, 
which  in  course  of  time  it  is  proposed  to  bridge  over  by  an 
iron  gangway  from  floor  to  floor.  In  the  basement,  which 
extends  the  whole  area  of  the  two  blocks  and  yard,  there  is 
accommodation  for  250  crates  of  bottles,  with  lots  of  walking 
space  in  between.  The  premises  were  in  rather  a  chaotic 
state,  but  business  was  lively,  and  the  menthol-cone  industry, 
which  has  more  than  anything  made  the  reputation  of  the 
house,  was  in  full  swing,  as  my  eyes  and  nose  could  testify. 
In  menthol-cones  I  found  one  or  two  new  ideas.  One  was  in 
the  boxwood  cases  for  export,  bearing  the  national  colours 
of  the  particular  country  they  are  intended  for.  Then  for 
hot  climates  the  cones  are  sent  out  in  egg-shaped  porcelain 
jars  of  various  colours,  which  are  fitted  with  screw- metal 
tops.  Mr.  Shirley  assured  me  that  in  about  a  fortnight  the 
firm  will  put  upon  the  market  a  cone  which  will  be 
'•absolutely  unbreakable."  We  have  known  the  word  of 
pi  omise  broken  to  the  full  before  this,  but  Mr.  Shirley  seems 
to  be  in  grim  earnest,  and  we  wait  the  advent  of  his 
"  Hercules  "  menthol-cone  with  interest.  Menthol  is  not  by 
any  means  the  exclusive  industry  of  the  firm.  There  are 
roomfuls  of  girls  at  Rockingham  Street  filling  bottles  of 
glycerine,  boxes  of  insect-powder,  bottles  of  perfumes,  and 
tins  of  violet-powder  and  fuller's-earth,  and  carding  sample 
perfumes  and  baby-comforters.  The  summer  trade  was 
being  prepared  for,  as  Sticktite  fly-papers  testified, 

Fleming's  Oil  and  Chemical  Company. 

Calling  at  101  Leadenhall  Street  to  see  if  this  firm  had 
anything  new  in  Camphylene  preparations,  I  found  certain 
of  their  preparations  considerably  improved,  both  as  regards 
general  get-up,  but  there  wras  nothing  much  of  striking 
novelty.  A  form  of  their  Camphylene  cream  is  now  made 
for  washing  dogs  and  for  other  veterinary  purposes,  and 
ammoniated  Camphylene  cream  is  another  improved  pre- 
paration. For  this  the  firm  have  lately  received  a  very 
satisfactory  testimonial  from  Miss  Ellaline  Terriss.  The 
most  recent  additions  to  the  Camphylene  compounds  are 
Camphylene  tooth-powder  and  Camphylene  tablet.  The 
tablet  is  larger  than  usual,  and  heart-shaped,  and  is  intended 
to  be  hung  up,  for  disinfecting-purposes,  in  the  corridors  of 
hotels  or  on  board  ships.  Insect-powder  is  another  leading 
line  with  this  company,  and  they  are  also  strong  on  per- 
fumes, particularly  on  special  lavender-water  and  eau  de 
Cologne. 

Messrs.  Cresswell  Brothers  &  Schmitz 
have  caught  the  "  window  display"  fever,  and  have  produced 
a  series  of  highly-original  figures  all  modelled  in  sponge  to 
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attract  the  crowd  ard  help  customers  to  sell  their  sponger 
These  figures  (two  of  which  we  reproduce)  consist  of  models 
of  sponge  divers,  national  and  comic  characters  (the  tm^king- 


monkey,  for  instance),  as  well  as  sets  of  scenes  containing 
three  or  four  small  figures,  and  representing  various  scenes 
in  the  sponge-fishing  industry.    To  any  customer  desiring 


him  (and  who  buys  501.  of  sponges)  John  Bull  will  be  for- 
warded on  loan  for  one  month,  and  to  the  251.  buyer  a 
smaller  figure  or  fishing-scene  will  be  lent  for  a  fortnight. 

Messes.  Albert  Levy  &  Thomas, 
cigar-merchants,  of  62  Leadenhall  Street,  received  me  very 
politely  when  I  called  to  ask  how  they  found  business  with 
chemists.  They  considered  that  chemists  were  tending 
towards  the  adoption  of  their  particular  side-lines  much 
more  generally  than  they  had  done  ;  "  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see," 
said  the  gentleman  who  was  talking  to  me,  "  side-lines  are 
the  best  hope  for  retailers  who  wish  to  keep  their  heads  above 
water.  The  stores  have  found  out  the  importance  of  variety 
long  ago,  and  do  it  on  a  large  and  comprehensive  scale.  A 
good  cigar  is  a  thing  every  chemist  can  sell,  for,  in  my  ex- 
pel ience,  it  requires  a  gentleman  to  sell  a  cigar  to  a  gentle- 


man." This  was  a  nice  way  of  putting  it,  and  then  the 
speaker  went  on  to  point  out  to  me  the  profits  which  are 
to  be  made  in  the  cigar-trade,  which  are  certainly  such  as 
no  modern  chemist  will  despise.  But  the  details  must  b& 
gathered  from  the  firm's  price-list. 


Qtarn  ^bbcrtiscincnt  Competition. 


COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  SECTION. 

WE  have  allowed  the  customary  longer  time  for  this* 
section  of  the  competition  to  elapse  before  closing;  it. 
Postcards  for  this  department  must  have  been  posted  on  or 
before  January  20,  1893.  Without  attempting  a  complete 
analysis  of  the  places  of  origin  of  the  postcards,  we  may 
mention  we  have  received  cards  from  Australia  (the  various 
colonies),  New  Zealand,  Canada,  United  States,  Cape  Colony, 
Transvaal,  Orange  Free  State,  India,  Japan,  China,  West 
Indies,  France,  Belgium,  Austria,  Denmark,  and  from  one 
place  which  the  competitor  describes  as  "  two  days  from 
sunset  and  one  from  Hades." 

We  repeat  the  questions  asked,  and  give  the  names  of  the 
advertiser  in  each  section  who  secured  the  largest  number  of 
votes  as  published  in  the  Winter  number  (January  29, 
1898). 


1.  Whose  advertisement  is 
best  calculated  to  promote 
business  ? 

Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 

2.  Which  illustration  do  you 
consider  most  attractive  '? 

Stevenson  &  Howell. 

3.  Which  advertisement  oc- 
cupying a  page  do  you  consider 
the  "best  ? 

Mawson  &  Swan. 

4.  Which  advertiser,  who  has 
less  than  a  page,  utilises  his 
space  to  the  best  advantage  ? 

Jewel  Pen  Company. 

5.  Vote  for  the  proprietary 
article  advertised  in  the  Diary 
(medical,  or  of  any  other  cha- 
racter) which  has  your  best 
wishes  ? 

Daisy  Powders. 

6.  Which  is  the  most  happily- 
named  article  advertised  ? 

Daisy  Powders. 

The  counting-up  shows  that  none  of  the  colonial  and 
foreign  subscribers  answered  more  than  three  questions 
correctly.  There  were  six  cards  which  had  three  correct ; 
the  names  of  these  competitors  are — 


Mr.  G.  W.  Burton,  c'o  Mr.  J.  W.  Toplis,  Liverpool  Street, 
Hobart,  Tasmania. 

Blessrs.  Dayern  &  Nichols,  76  Liverpool  Street,  Hobart, 
Tasmania. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Kellett,  Pharmacie  Beral,  14  Ptue  de  la  Paix, 
Paris. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Kirkby,  177  Lambton  Quay,  Wellington,  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Marshall,  Moray  Place,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Probert,  c/o  Mr.  J.  R.  Sewell,  Oamaru,  New  Zealand. 

To  these  we  are  sending  7s.  6d.  each. 

Had  space  permitted  we  should  have  liked  to  have  given 
a  list  of  the  advertisers  voted  for  ;  it  would  have  been  quite 
as  varied  a  one  as  that  given  in  the  Winter  number 
(page  155),  and,  moreover,  would  have  had  an  interest  as 
showing  the  particular  goods  our  colonial  and  foreign  sub- 
scribers are  partial  to. 

Quicksilv  ER — The  nimble  sixpence. 

An  indelible  drawing-lesson— having  a  tooth  extracted 
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Jljotcrrjrapbic  (imbibitions, 

THE  Photographic  Trade  Exhibition  was  opened  at  the 
Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  on  April  22,  and  will 
remain  open  until  the  end  of  the  month.  The  Exhibition  is 
being  held  in  the  suite  of  rooms  familiar  to  many  chemists 
as  those  used  for  the  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball,  the  ball  and 
refreshment  room  being  used  for  exhibits,  whilst  the  supper- 
room  is  devoted  to  lantern-displays.  Various  makers  of 
apparatus  for  displaying  animated  photographs  give  displays 
at  intervals  during  the  day,  and  leave  the  visitor  to  judge 
for  himself  as  to  the  truth  of  the  various  claims  of  perfec- 
tion they  put  forward. 

The  exhibition  consists  of  about  fifty  stands,  mostly  used 
by  actual  makers  of  photographic  apparatus,  although  why 
some  of  the  exhibitors,  who  told  our  representative  that  they 
did  not  supply  dealers,  were  present  at  a  "  trade  "  exhibition 
it  is  difficult  to  tell.  Taking  the  stands  in  numerical  order, 
the  first  one,  that  belonging  to  James  Lancaster  &  Son, 
Birmingham,  is  unoccupied,  that  firm  being  too  busy  to  get 
their  exhibit  ready,  which  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  excuses 
it  is  possible  to  offer. 
The  Thornton-Pickaed  Manufacturing  Company, 
Altrincham,  have  their  new  aluminium 
shutter  on  view.  It  is  a  very  attractive 
shutter  made  on  the  lines  of  the  ordinary 
kind,  but  cased  in  dull-finished  alumi- 
nium, and  is  cheaper  than  the  standard 
pattern.  Dark-slides  for  the  "  Ruby"  and 
"Amber"  cameras  can  now  be  had  with 
aluminium  shutters,  the  shutter  entirely 
withdrawing,  and  the  aperture  being 
immediately  closed  by  means  of  a  patent 
light-trap. 

The  Mutoscope  and  Biograph  Syndicate,  18  and  19 
Great  Windmill  Street,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C.,  have  a 
display  of  mutoscopes.  One  drops  a  penny  in  a  slot,  which 
lights  up  an  electric  lamp  and  releases  the  machinery,  so 
that  on  turning  a  handle  an  animated  photograph  display 
takes  place. 

The  Rathexow  Optical  Manufacturing  Company, 
whose  wholesale  agent  is  Henry  F.  Purser,  33  Hatton 
Garden,  E.C.,  have  a  display  of  their  lenses,  the  "  Aplanats  " 
series  being  the  chief  line  shown.  Two  giant  lenses  form  a 
striking  object  at  this  stand. 

Johnson  &  Sons,  23  Cross  Street,  Finsbury,  E.C.,  have 
their  now  well-known  exhibit  of  precious  chemicals,  varied 
by  a  mass  of  378  oz.  of  bromide-of-gold  crystals,  a  chemical 
which  is  being  used  now  in  some  toning-processes.  It  is 
somewhat  cheaper,  and  gives  a  different  tone,  than  chloride 

of  gold.    There  is  an  interesting  relic  shown  at  this  stand  

a  copper  "  ranee  "  used  in  the  assay  department  at  Finsbury 
from  1777  to  1855. 

W.  Butcher  &  Son,  Blackheath,  S.E.,  have  a  big  display 


of  their  "Swift"  roller-blind  shutters,  which  they  claim  (o 
bs  equal  in  efficiency  and  cheaper  in  price  than  any  on  the 


market.  These  shutters  are  all  fitted  with  speed-indicators* 
and  are  made  in  six  different  patterns — time  and  instan 
taneous,  snap-shot  and  stereoscopic,  adapted  for  using  either 
before  or  behind  the  lens.  With  101.  worth  a  dealer  is  pre- 
sented with  a  display-case  free.  Many  kinds  of  stand- 
cameras  are  shown,  a  half-plate  outfit,  with  turntable,  selling 
at  31.  15s.,  being  a  good  line.  In  hand-cameras  the  "  Empress  " 
quarter-plate  at  16s.  and  the  "  Junior"  at  10s.  are  good  value. 

Lonsdale  Brothers,  22  Goswell  Road,  E  C,  have  a  new 
enlarging-lantern  on  view,  which  sells  at  two  guineas  (without 
lenses).  Here  may  also  be  seen  samples  of  the  cabinets 
which  are  given  to  dealers  who  take  a  supply  (about  131. 
worth)  of  camera-fittings  ;  a  hundred  catalogues  are  included 
as  well.  Messrs.  Lonsdale  have  taken  up  the  agency  for  the 
mechanical  models  of  Carettel  &  Co.,  Nuremberg.  Toy 
railways,  lathes,  engines,  planing  and  rolling  machines,  and 
many  others,  all  guaranteed  to  work,  are  shown.  A  com- 
plete catalogue  is  being  prepared  of  these  goods,  which  some 
chemists  will  recognise  as  still  another  profitable  "  side- 
line." 

George  Houghton  &  Son,  89  High  Holborn,  E.C.,  have 
a  double  stand  on  which  they  exhibit  many  interesting: 
novelties.  They  have  a  developing-cabinet,  "  The  Holborn," 
retailing  at  50s.,  on  show,  which  is  very  handy  for  amateurs 
with  limited  dark-room  accommodation  or  when  travelling. 


i.  am 
L  II  JIM! 


The  cabinet,  a  folding  one,  is  of  polished  pine,  and 
has  lock  and  key,  and  leather  handles  for  carry- 
ing. There  is  room  inside  for  bottles,  measures, 
dark  lamp,  &c,  the  half  of  the  cabinet  falling  down  and 
forming  a  sink,  to  which  is  attached  a  rubber  waste-pipe. 

A  new  thing  in  squeegees  is  one  with  ball  bearings,  the 
advantages  of  which  are  at  once  apparent  on  trying.  Besides 
the  ease  with  which  they  run  over  prints  this  new  prin- 
ciple ensures  longer  wear.     Practical  workers  generally 


complain  that  the  ordinary  roller  finally  break  down  whilst 
being  used  on  their  best  prints,  which  it  generally  ruins.  A 
30s.  burnisher,  "  The  Imperial,"  is  a  new  line,  made  on  sound 
principles,  and  well  finished  with  nickel  fittings.  A  methyl- 
ated-spirit vapouriser  is  the  source  of  heat  employed.  The 
"  Imperial "  burnisher  only  needs  showing  to  amateurs  to  set 
them  longing  for  one— a  longing  which  generally  ends  in 
a  purchase. 

J.  Ashford,  179  Aston  Road,  Birmingham,  occupies  his 
space  with  an  exhibit  of  his  patent  camera-stands,  ranging 
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from  5  feet  in  height  up  to  12  feet.  The  construction 
of  the  stands  is  such  that  the  small  and  large  sizes  are  equally 
rigid  and  portable. 

Fueesx  Brothers,  17  Philpot  Lane,  E.G.,  are  showing; 
the  new  developers  noticed  in  the  C.  D.,  April  2,  1898, 
page  542,  and  their  cheaper  pattern  cinematograph,  made 
tor  either  Lumiere  or  Edison  gauge. 

William  Middlemiss,  Nesfield  Street,  Bradford,  has, 
among  a  lot  of  other  cameras,  specimens  of  the  "  Koresco  " 
enlarging  and  reducing  camera.  The  small  size  (quarter-plate), 
for  both  enlarging  and  reducing,  sells  at  35s. 

The  London  Photographic  Supply  Company,  134 
High  Street,  Borough,  S.E.,  impressed  on  our  representative 
that  their  "  Kalos  "  camera  is  the  smallest  camera  in  existence 
for  the  size  of  picture.  It  is  a  folding  camera,  with  dark- 
slides,  and  sells  at  50s.  We  noticed  here  also  a  new  form  of 
printing-frame,  the  back  opening  the  long  way  on,  and  a 
bamboo  and  aluminium  camera-stand  of  very  light  weight, 
selling  at  7s.  6d. 

Avis  &  Co.,  84  Hatton  Garden,  E.G.,  in  addition  to  the 
"  Bessus"  specialities,  are  showing  a  cheap  guinea  camera- 
set,  the  "  M.B.  No.  1,"  the  camera  of  which  has  the  wide-angle 
movement  which  we  do  not  think  is  found  in  any  other 
camera  at  the  price.  A  61.  cinematograph  is  one  of  the 
cheapest  we  have  seen.  This  firm  make  all  their  cinemato- 
graph lenses  with  the  more  convenient  slot  focussing-arrange- 
ment in  place  of  the  usual  rackwork.  Chronographs  for 
liming  exposures  are  a  useful  line;  a  good  many  are  in  use 
by  amateurs  who  aim  at  scientific  precision  in  exposure.  In 
txidised  case  the  chronograph  sells  at22s.  6d.,  in  nickel  at  21s. 

D.  A.  Lowthine,  17  and  18  Paradise  Street,  Finsbury, 
E.C.,  are  makers  of  albums,  mounts,  and  frames.  They  are 
showing  two  new  colours  in  mounts  and  albums.  One  is 
the  "Arabian"  series,  a  sort  of  sage-green  colour  with  rough 
surface,  and  the  other  a  peculiar  brown  colour,  called  the 
"  Beaver  "  series.  They  are  both  very  pleasing  and  novel  tints. 

Levi,  Jones  &  Co.,  71  Farringdon  Road,  E.C.,  have  a 
very  good  exhibit  of  cameras,  &c.  Here  is  shown  the 
smallest  quarter-plate  camera  in  existence.  It  is  called  the 
"Ariel,"  and  is  a  beautifully  made  folding  camera;  the 
metal  fittings  are,  wherever  possible,  of  alumiDium,  and  it 
has  a  Thornton  Pickard  shutter.     The  No.  2,  with  three 


dark-slides,  sells  at  53s.  6^.  The  Pullman  changing-box  has 
several  improvements,  and  at  18s.  6d.  for  the  quarter-plate  size 
is  cheaper  than  any  other.  It  is  impossible  to  forget  to  change 
the  plate  after  exposure  with  this  changiDg-box,  as  the 
action  of  replacing  the  shutter  pushes  the  exposed  plate  into 
the  changing-bag.  A  twin-lens  camera—"  The  Record," 
selling  at  31s.  6d.— is  a  nice  piece  of  apparatus.  A  camera 
shown,  made  entirely  of  maple,  is  probably  unique.  The 
crystal  tinders,  for  which  this  firm  are  noted,  sell  at  from 
4s.  6d.  to  10s.,  and  give  very  brilliant  images.  The  "  Tivoli  " 
scales,  one  pan  of  which  has  a  removable  glass  lining,  are  an 
improvement  in  scales,  and  are  produced  to  sell  as  low  as 
2s.  6d.  We  also  noticed  a  set  of  liquid  photograph-colours, 
a  useful  line,  selling  for  Is.  6d. 

H.  W.  Cox,  10  and  11  Cursitor  Street,  Chancery  Lane, 
E.C.,  is  showing  his  well-made  induction-coils  and  apparatus 
for  x-ray  work.  The  coils  are  now  much  in  demand  for 
"wireless"  telegraphy.  These  coils  are  so  well  wound  that 
Mr.  Cox  manages  to  make  his  coils  much  smaller  in  size  than 


any  other  make  we  have  seen.  An  18-inch  spark  coil  we 
examined  gave  just  over  the  promised  length. 

A.  C.  Jackson's  (98a  Amhurst  Road,  Hackney,  X.E.) 
speciality  is  the  "  Ilex  "  camera.  There  is  a  new  pattern  for 
cyclists'  use,  and  additional  lenses  can  now  be  had  for 
adjusting  focuses  to  other  than  the  set  one. 

i'nos.  P.  Bethell,  115  Islington,  Liverpool,  supplies  a 
hand-camera  to  sell  at  2s.  6d.,  and  has  photographs  on  show 
to  demonstrate  that  the  "  Imprimis,"  as  it  is  called,  will 
really  work.  A  leading  line  is  the  "  Crown  "  camera-outfit 
selling  at  5s.,  which  includes  a  hand- camera,  two  dark- 
slides,  plates,  chemicals,  and  case.  There  is  no  occasion  for 
even  the  poorest  amateur  to  "  sit  and  sigh  "  for  a  hand- 
camera  when  they  can  be  had  so  cheaply. 

Joseph  Levi  &  Co.,  97  Hatton  Garden,  E.G.,  show 
specimens  of  their  latest  designs  in  cameras ;  their  70s.  out- 
fit (a  popular  price  for  a  half- plate  set  just  now)  is  good  value, 
and  in  hand-cameras  the  "  Klito,"  selling  for  a  guinea,  is 
cheap  at  the  price. 

John  J.  Griffin  &  Sons,  22  Garrick  Street,  Covent 
Garden,  W.C.,  have  got  a  new  variety  of  Velox  paper 
ready — viz.,  "Portrait"  Velox.  The  paper  is  tinted,  and 
gives  softer  contrasts  than  the  ordinary  Velox,  but  still  with 
the  same  ease  in  working. 

The  Blackfriaes  Photographic  and  Sensitising 
Company,  1  Surrey  Row,  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E.,  have  on 
view  one  of  their  "  Ever  Ready  "  dark-rooms.  It  is  a  kind 
of  garden  tool-house,  nicely  fitted  up,  and,  of  course,  quite 
light-tight.  Another  form  is  the  "  Blackfriars "  cabinet 
dark-room,  intended  for  use  in  the  corner  of  a  room.  It  has 
light-tight  curtains  round,  and  is  fitted  up  with  a  working- 
bench.    This  sells  at  twelve  guineas. 


THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  SHOW. 

The  Royal  Photographic  Society's  International  Exhibi- 
tion was  opened  by  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  Monday, 
April  25,  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

The  naves  of  the  Palace  are  occupied  by  the  exhibits  of 
apparatus  and  technical  sections,  the  Egyptian  and  Roman 
Courts  containing  the  exhibits  illustrating  the  historical 
and  scientific  aspects  of  photography.  There  is  also  a  loan- 
collection  of  about  6,000  photographs,  which  contains  some 
very  fine  pictorial  effects.  Most  of  the  modern  workers  have 
sent  contributions,  and  earlier  workers  such  as  Rejlander, 
Wortley,  and  Mrs.  Cameron,  are  represented.  The  illustrated 
catalogue  which  the  Society  have  produced  for  the  occasion 
is  a  most  artistic  production,  and  reflects  credit  on  Mr. 
R.  Child  Bayley,  on  whom  the  work  of  compilation  has 
fallen.  The  trade-exhibits  number  about  fifty,  and  we 
intend  noting  such  exhibits  and  objects  as  are  of  interest  to 
chemists  as  photographic-dealers  and  pharmacists. 

Mawson  &  Swan,  33  Soho  Square,  W.,  have  a  large 
exhibit,  with  many  specimens  of  work  produced  on  the 
"  Castle,"  '•  Electric,"  and  "  Mawson  "  plates  which  show 
the  capacity  and  suitability  of  the  plates  for  different  uses. 
There  are  also  shown  specimens  of  all  the  principal 
chemicals  which  the  firm  manufacture  or  pack,  such  as 
collodions,  varnishes,  mountant,  pyrogallic  acid,  &c. 

Marion  &  Co.,  22  &  23  Soho  Square,  W.,  have,  among  a 
large  show  of  specimen-photographs,  samples  of  their  new 
"  gros  grain"  bromide-paper,  which  has  a  Dice  cream  tint 
in  addition  to  the  rough  surface.  The  "Swallow"  and  the 
"Radial"  are  two  leading  lines  in  hand-cameras,  the 
changiDg-arrangements  working  with  great  ease.  Albums 
and  mounts,  which  are  made  at  the  factory  at  Courbevoic 
(France),  are  shown  in  new  kinds.  A  new  mount  called  the 
"Aluminium"  mount  has  a  dull  silvery  surface  resembling 
that  metal.  We  also  noticed  an  adjustable  tripod  stay 
which  is  meant  to  be  attached  between  the  legs  of  the 
tripod  stand,  and  effectually  prevents  the  stand  slipping. 

W.  Watson  &  Sons,  313  High  Holborn.  W.C.,  exhibit 
sample-cameras  of  their  own  make,  a  large  18  by  16  "  Acme  " 
camera  forming  a  magnificent  specimen  of  their  cabinet- 
work. Ives'  multiple  back,  a  form  of  dark  slide  for  taking 
photographs  by  the  Ives' three-colour  process,  has  just  beeD 
put  on  the  market.  It  is  an  arrangement  whereby  the  three 
negatives  are  taken  through  the  blue-violet,  green,  and  red 
screens  required  by  this  process.  The  exposure  is  made  on 
the  ratio  of  one  for  the  blue-violet,  eight  for  the  green,  and 
se^ea  for  the  red.    The  back  retails  at  3/.  10s. 
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J.  E.  Lockyee,  87  Evelyn  Street,  Deptford,  S.E.,  has  a 
pretty  exhibit  of  his  various  developers,  "  metol-quinol " 
being  a  leading  line.  The  exhibit  also  shows  the  various 
photographic  chemicals  and  styles  of  packages  used  for  them. 
Conspicuous  among  cameras  is  the  little  "  Diamond " 
camera  noticed  in  the  C.  S)  D.,  April  2,  1898,  page  542,  which 
we  were  informed  is  selling  well  to  chemist-dealers. 

Elliott  &  Son,  Barnet,  have  one  of  the  most  artistic  ex- 
hibits in  the  Palace,  old  oak  tables,  chairs,  and  a  chest  giving 
a  most  pleasing  appearance.  The  exhibit  consists  for  the 
most  part  of  pictures  illustrating  the  uses  of  their  different 
photographic  papers,  a  huge  enlargement  on  carbon  paper, 
9  feet  high,  being  conspicuous.  Specimen  prints  on  a  new 
thick  cream  crayon  bromide  paper,  which  is  being  brought 
■out,  were  shown  us.  Metol  is  the  developer  which  this 
firm  recommend  and  get  such  beautiful  results  with. 

A.  &  M.  Zimmeemann,  9  and  10  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  have  a 
large  collection  of  various  chemicals  for  which  they  are  the 
English  agents,  formalin,  pyrogallic  acid,  eikonogen,  metol, 
amidol,  glycin,  diogen,  ortol,  and  diphenol  being  foremost. 
Kosmos  P.O. P.  (collodio-chloride)  and  aristo  P. 6. P.  (citrate 
of  silver)  and  solar  plates  (non-halation)  are  also  on  show. 

J.  F.  Shew  &  Co.,  87  and  88  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
■Street,  W.,  are  making  great  use  of  aluminium  in  their  ap- 
paratus, lenses  and  cameras  being  presented  with  the  metal 
fittings  entirely  of  aluminium  (with  the  exception  of  the 
screw-threads).  The  "  Lightning  Fusee,"  selling  for  5s.  6(2., 
"for  using  magnesium  for  flash-light  work,  is  small  and  com- 
pact, and  really  does  the  work  required  of  it. 

Salmon  &  Son,  169  Hampstead  Koad,  N.W.,  have  their 
patent  adjustable  vignetter  on 
view.  This  has  arrangements  for 
adjusting  up  and  down  or  side- 
ways, and  has  metal  grooves  for 
placing  vignetting-cards  near  or 
far  from  the  negative  or  at  any 
angle.  The  vignetter  is  adapted 
either  for  silver  or  bromide  print- 
ing. The  design  is  practical 
and  workable.  A  quarter  -  plate 
size  sells  at  2s. 

Geoege  Houghton  &  Son,  88  and  89  High  Holborn, 
W.C.,  have  a  large  space,  and  show  their  various  novelties  on 
•a  bigger  scale  than  at  the  exhibition  at  the  Portman  Rooms. 

The  Natural  Colour  Photo  Company,  12  Great 
Brunswick  Street,  Dublin,  show  apparatus  necessary  for  the 
-Joly-colour  photography  process  with  many  examples  of 
work  accomplished.  The  stereoscopic  photographs  are  very 
fine. 

Johnson,  Matthey  &  Co.,  Hatton  Garden,  E.C.,  have  a 
■costly  exhibit  of  precious  metals,  a  slab  of  palladium  in 
the  centre  of  the  case  being  said  to  be  worth  7,000?. 

R.  &  T.  Beck,  68  Cornhill,  E  C,  have  a  representative  busy 
■explaining  the  principles  of  the  "  Frena  "  camera,  and  have 
also  a  general  exhibit  of  photographic  apparatus  and 
materials. 

Wellington  &  Waed,  Elstree,  among  a  large  number  of 
specimens  of  work  done  on  their  papers,  draw  attention  to 
prints  from  paper  negatives  on  their  "negative  paper." 
With  a  suitable  exposure  there  are  no  signs  of  grain  shown 
in  the  positive.  A  new  thing  in  this  exhibit  is  "  special 
double  bromide,"  coated  on  both  sides,  for  use  where  prints 
are  required  on  both  sides  of  the  paper  as  in  copies  of 
books,  &c. 

Ross  (Limited),  111  New  Bond  Street,  W.,  have  a 
■display  of  lenses,  among  them  being  the  new  Ross-Zeiss 
planar  lens,  which  at  HI.  gives  perfect  definition. 

"  Photo"  (Limited)  (late  Cresco-Fylma  &  Hannam),7?,  and 
74  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.,  are  giving  demonstrations  of  the 
uses  and  applications  of  Cresco-Fylma  and  Uranotype.  By 
'the  latter  method  of  printing,  Bartolozzi  reds,  greens,  and 
"blues  can  be  obtained. 


Comments  from  (LHttstbc. 


He  Knew  the  Sex.— Doctor  (writing  prescription)  : 
*'  Put  out  your  tongue,  please."  Miss  Tawker  (two  minutes 
later)  :  "  But,  doctor,  you  didn't  even  look  at  my  tongue." 
Doctor:  "No,  I  only  wanted  to  keep  you  quiet  while  I  wrote 
the  prescription." 


The  British  Weekly,  in  its  issue  of  April  14,  advises  "  An 
Old  Reader,"  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  when  the  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  and  the  sense  of  tightness  in  the  chest 
are  the  chief  symptoms,  "  much  benefit  will  be  derived  from 
taking  from  5  to  10  drops  of  hydrocyanic  acid  in  a  table- 
spoonful  of  water  every  two  hours  for  three  or  four  times." 
When  British  Weekly  readers  come  to  buy  2d.  worth  of 
this  remedy  they  might  at  least  be  warned  that  10  drops 
(which,  according  to  Woodman  and  Tidy,  correspond  to 
about  20  minims)  are  far  above  the  maximum  dose. 

The  People  prints  some  commonsense  remarks  on  the 
supply  of  poisons  by  non-qualified  dealers,  which  are 
instructive  as  coming  from  the  lay  press,  in  view  of  the 
attitude  of  one  of  the  photographic  papers  on  the  subject :  — 

Talking  of  poisoning,  some  facts  have  just  come  to  my  know- 
ledge which  go  to  show  that  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act  is  to  a  great 
extent  a  dead  letter.  We  all  know  how  difficult  it,  is  to  buy  a 
poisonous  article  at  a  chemist's  shop,  if  you  do  not  happen  to  be 
known.  But  if  you  goto  one  of  the  shops  which  supply  chemicals 
for  the  purposes  of  photography  there  is  no  difficulty  at  all.  If 
you  know  enough  about  the  art  to  ask  for  certain  preparations 
intended  for  certain  processes,  you  may  buy  deadly  poison  enough 
to  kill  a  whole  parish  without  any  questions  being  asked.  So  I 
am  told  by  men  who  have  tried,  but  perhaps  all  dealers  in  these 
murderous  drugs  are  not  equally  careless.  Anyhow,  there  se»ms 
no  reason  why  one  class  of  poison-vendors  should  be  under  legal 
restrictions  which  do  not  apply  at  all. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Sims  (Dagonet)  writes  in  the  Bejeree  on 

The  Bitter  Cry  op  the  Chemist's  Assistant. 

The  chemist's  assistant  is  a  gentleman  we  all  know  by 
sight.  He  is  generally  a  pale  young  man  with  a  permanently 
anxious  expression.  He  is  politeness  itself,  but  rarely  com- 
municative. He  inspires  you  with  confidence  and  respect 
directly  you  look  at  him,  and  is  equally  prepared  to  supply 
you  with  a  delicate  perfume  for  your  pocket-handkerchief  or 
a  villainous  decoction  for  your  inside. 

The  chemist's  assistant  has  frequently  to  open  a  bottle  of 
lemonade,  prepare  a  prescripton,  supply  a  deadly  poison, 
prescribe  on  the  spot  for  a  sick-headache,  weigh  out  an  ounce 
of  jujubes,  extract  an  eyelash  from  your  eye  or  a  fishbone 
from  your  throat,  strap  up  a  wound,  serve  you  with  a  bottle 
of  "  Tatcho,"  recommend  a  face-powder,  and  handle  leeches 
by  the  tail  within  the  space  of  fifteen  minutes.  And  he 
does  it  all  without  rush  or  rattle — generally  without  the 
elevation  of  an  eyebrow  or  the  relaxation  of  a,  muscle.  I 
have  studied  the  chemist's  assistant  for  years,  arid  the 
result  of  that  study  has  been  that  I  have  always  regarded 
him  with  mingled  awe  and  admiration. 

To-day  another  feeling  has  intruded  itself  upon  the  awe» 
and  the  admiration,  and  now  I  pity  him  also.  The  chemists 
assistants  have  lifted  a  little  corner  of  the  curtain  and 
invited  me  to  inspect  their  grievances  and  to  bring  them 
before  the  public.  The  chemists'  assistants  complain  that, 
while  every  other  trade  or  business  has  a  holiday  on  Sunday, 
they  have  no  rest  from  toil.  The  sun  may  be  shining 
brightly  over  the  fields  and  meadows,  and  the  world  and  his 
wife  may  be  hieing  to  Hampstead  and  Richmond  and 
Hampton  Court,  the  parks  and  open  spaces,  the  country 
lanes  and  the  seashore,  but  the  chemist's  assistant  must, 
spend  Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays  alike  "on  the  premises," 
ready  to  open  the  front  door  at  the  first  sound  of  the  bell, 
and  to  supply  whensoever  whosoever  listeth  with  whatsoever 
whosoever  willeth. 

One  chemist's  assistant  writes  me :  "  Many  and  many  a 
Sunday,  among  the  dozens  of  people  who  ring  at  the  door 
there  is  not  a  single  case  of  urgency.  We  are  called  up  nine 
times  out  of  ten  to  supply  tooth-powders  and  perfumes  and 
other  secondary  articles.  Three-fourths  of  the  Sunday 
dispensing  that  we  do  is  made  up  of  '  repeat' prescriptions 
which  people  have  neglected  to  get  made  up  on  Saturday. 
Over  and  over  again  people  will  even  ring  on  Sunday  after- 
noons and  come  in  for  lozenges  and  jujubes." 

The  average  hours  of  a  chemist's  assistant  during  the  week 
are  from  8  A.M.  to  10.30  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  to  11  30. 
He  has  one  evening  a  week  off  after  6  p.m.  To  be  allowed 
to  serve  behind  a  chemist's  counter  the  assistant  has 
to  pass  a  stiff  preliminary  examination,  and  afterwards 
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before  he  can  be  a  fully-qualified  dispenser,  he  must  pass 
another  examination  for  which  he  has  to  read  up  "  in  his 
spare  time." 

Several  chemists'  assistants  with  whom  I  have  discussed 
the  subject  repudiate  the  idea  that  they  are  grumbling  for 
grumbling's  sake.  Ihey  would  willingly  get  up  in  the  night 
in  cases  of  emergency,  and  to  relieve  pain,  but  they  object  to 
being  kept  in  the  shop  the  whole  Sunday  long  to  supply  the 
public  with  cakes  of  soap,  bottles  of  scent,  black-currant 
lozenges,  and  poudre  d'amour. 


IRoveMes, 


HYDROBROMATE  CACHETS. 

Messes.  Fletchee,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  Holloway,  N.,  have 
taken  a  new  departure  by  bringing  out  their  syrups  of  hydro- 
bromates  in  the  form  of  cachets.  Recognising  that  there 
are  people  who,  under  any  circumstances,  cannot  take  bitter 
liquid  medicines,  Messrs.  Fletcher  have  experimented  with 
the  active  ingredients  of  their  syrups,  and  have  finally 
obtained  them  in  the  form  of  a  yellowish  dry  powder,  which 
is  perfectly  soluble  in  distilled  water,  and  gives  all  the 
reactions  for  the  alkaloidal  hydrobromates  and  ferrous  salt. 
It  is  extraordinary  that  even  when  kept  in  the  air-permeable 
cachet  the  powder  shows  not  the  slightest  trace  of  oxidation 
so  far  as  the  iron-salt  is  concerned.  The  hydrobromates 
cachet  sine  strychnina  is\vhite,  the  cum  strychnin;!  one  pink. 

PAPIER   GOMME  ANTISEPTIQUE. 

The  more  trifling  the  ailment  the  more  profitable  it  is  to 
the  chemist.  What  is  the  income  realised  annually  out  of 
skin  cuts  and  abrasions  ?  John  Milne's  antiseptic  dressings 
factory  (the  Galen  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited), 
Ladywell,  London,  S.E.)  are  making  a  good  bid  for  a  por- 
tion of  it.  The  little  device  they  offer  is,  as  its  name  indi- 
cates, of  French  origin.  It  is  a  reel  of  antiseptically  prepared 


transparent  paper,  enclosed  in  two  nickel-plated  half- 
cylinders  which  revolve  one  within  the  other,  and  which 
■when  opened  as  shown  in  the  drawing  provide  a  cutting 
edge  for  the  paper.  The  paper  is  adhesive  and  can  be 
applied  to  a  cut  surface  in  an  instant.  When  on,  it  is  not 
visible  without  close  scrutiny.  The  article  is  made  to  sell 
for  6d.  retail,  and  the  announcement  suggests  it  as  a  part  of 
the  cyclist's  outfit. 

"FRUJU"  SPECIALITIES. 

Messes.  John  Good  &  Co.,  Eclipse  Works,  Love  Lane, 
Southwark,  S.E.,  have  brought  to  our  notice  specimens  of 
their  "Fruju"  brand  goods.  The  "  Fruit-juice  Crystals  "  are 
put  up  in  6cl.  tins,  and  are  made  in  many  flavours.  The 
contents  of  a  tin  are  mixed  with  2  gals,  of  water,  and 
some  sugar  added,  to  produce  a  well-flavoured  beverage,  or 
a  smaller  quantity  of  water  may  be  used  so  as  to  make  a 
syrup,  which  is  diluted  with  either  plain  or  aerated  water 
when  required  for  use.  "  Ginger-beer  powder  "  is  put  up  in 
a  similar  way.  In  this  case  a  beverage  resembling  old- 
fashioned  ginger-beer  is  produced,  and  in  a  few  minutes. 
The  use  of  "  Fruit- jelly  Crystals  "  is  a  new  method  of  making 


table-jellies.  The  contents  of  a  tin  are  slowly  poured  into  a 
quart  of  boiling  water,  dissolving  completely  in  a 
couple  of  minutes,  so  that  when  cold  a  nice  jelly  is  obtained. 
The  tins  these  goods  are  put  up  in  are  of  the  lever- top  type, 
so  that,  whilst  the  contents  are  easily  got  at,  they  are  well 
preserved  from  the  air.  The  makers  guarantee  them  to  keep 
well  in  any  climate.  We  can  speak  from  experience  of  the 
flavours  of  the  different  "  Fruju  "  specialities,  which  are  well 
defined  and  of  such  a  standard  of  purity  as  should  ensure  a 
large  sale. 

HAND-CAKERA  FOR  LANTERN-PLATES. 

Last  season  we  referred  to  a  cheap  line  in  hand-cameras 
which  Messrs.  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  142  St.  John  Street,  Clerken- 
well,  E.C.,  had  introduced.  This  season  they  have  one  of 
the  same  make,  but  for  lantern-slides,  which  will  retail  at 
25s.  We  do  not  know  a  cheaper  camera  at  the  price.  It  is 
handsomely  finished  in  black  leather,  and  has  the  following 
arrangements : — Iris  diaphragm  with  register  for]  four 
different  apertures,  time  and  instantaneous  shutter  with  a 
catch  to  the  button  to  prevent  accidental  exposure,  focuss- 
ing rack  which  provides  for  a  fixed  focus  and  six  distant 
ranges,  crystal  view-finder,  and  register  of  exposures. 
The  camera  is  provided  with  a  dozen  plate-slides,  and  has 
the  well-known  drop  arrangement  for  exposed  plates  ;  the- 
exposure-register  works  automatically  in  connection  with  it. 
An  illustration  will  be  found  in  Messrs.  Darton's  advertise- 
ment. 


THE  annual  meeting  of  the  Mineral-waters  Association  of 
the  United  Kingdom  was  held  on  Thursday  at  the 
Caledonian  Hotel,  Adelphi,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
Richard  Johnson,  J.P.  (Wigan).  There  were  present  dele- 
gates from  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Bristol,  Birmingham,. 
Yorkshire,  North  and  South  Wales,  London,  Bolton,  Hants, 
Wilts,  and  Dorset,  Nottingham,  Kent  and  Sussex,  Lanca- 
shire, Northumberland,  Leeds,  and  the  border  counties.  An 
application  from  Nottingham  that  the  Alliance  should  go  to 
the  Home  Secretary  with  a  request  to  allow  a  maximum  of 
5  per  cent,  of  proof-spirit  in  "non-alcoholic"  beverages  was 
treated  as  too  ridiculous  to  entertain,  and  the  letter  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  South  Wales  delegate  sug- 
gested that  the  Alliance  should  use  its  influence  in  putting 
down  the  tied-house  system,  by  which  brewers  not  only 
assured  the  sale  of  their  own  beers,  but  also  excluded 
a  free  trade  in  mineral  waters.  Mr.  Crick  (Barrett's  Bottling 
Company)  said,  however  much  this  reform  was  desired,  he 
did  not  think  the  Alliance  of  Mineral-water  Makers  could 
take  any  action,  Local  societies  might  take  individual 
action  if  they  pleased.  It  was  left  to  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Alliance  in  the 
proposed  Bill  as  to  putting  poisons  in  mineral-water 
bottles.  The  Workmen's  Compensation  Bill  w7as  discussed, . 
and  the  executive  empowered  to  make  terms  for  insurance. 
The  officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  :  Mr.  Richard  John- 
son, J.P.  (Wigan),  President ;  Mr.  Hindle  (Yorkshire),  Vice- 
President  ;  Mr.  W.  Tooke  (Leeds),  Secretary ;  Mr.  Jude- 
(Leeds),  Accountant.  Mr.  Hall  (Bolton)  asked  if  the  Alli- 
ance would  take  action  to  make  a  rule  for  a  universal  de- 
posit system  with  regard  to  bottles  ;  but  Mr.  Adpar  Jones 
(Idris  &  Co.)  thought  that,  as  there  had  been  so  little  unan- 
imity on  the  question,  each  society  should  work  out  its  own 
salvation.  The  Chairman  said  he  was  afraid  the  compact 
at  Wigan  was  falling  through. 


The  orthography  of  diarrhoea  is  a  frequent  difficulty.  A 
Kirkcaldy  customer  cuts  the  knot  boldly.  He  sends  for 
"  1  doze  deree  medison,"  and  adds,  "  i  have  bin  3  days  bad.'' 
Another  sends  for  some  "  skin  cular  powder  for  black  eye." 
Query,  what  colour  did  he  expect  ?  "  Powders  for  new 
ralger"  and  "  fluid  mackensie"  are  also  in  this  packet. 
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Commercial  Botes* 

CHINESE  TRADE. 

An  important  Foreign  Office  report  (No.  2,059,  lkd.)  on 
the  trade  of  Chunking  and  district  has  been  published. 
It  contains  a  variety  of  useful  information  about  Chinese 
medicines,  especially  musk,  rhubarb,  opium,  white  wax,  &c, 
and  to  those  who  wish  to  be  enlightened  on  the  latent 
wealth  of  China  and  the  crude  business  methods  of  that 
nation  we  recommend  it  as  good  reading.  We  are  only  able 
to  deal  briefly  with  the  more  important  drugs,  and,  com- 
mencing with  rhubarb,  we  find  that  in  1897 
(Rhubarb.  889733  lbs.  (17,123/.)  were  exported  from 
Chunking,  against  600,533  lbs.  (11,261/.)  in  1896.  The 
destinations  of  these  exports  are  not  given.  It  appears  that 
the  best  quality  of  rhubarb  grows  at  an  altitude  of  above 
9,000  feet,  and  the  roots  are  brought  to  Chunking  in  the 
rough  state  by  the  tribes  or  by  Chinese  traders  in  Thibet. 
The  large  roots  aie  then  trimmed  and  chopped  into  rough, 
square  lumps.  Owing  to  the  dampness  of  the  climate  in  the 
Tachienlu  district  the  roots  have  to  be  carefully  dried  and 
perforated  to  prevent  mildew,  the  great  enemy  of  tbe 
Chinese  drug-merchant.  On  arrival  at  Chunking  the  rhubarb 
is  again  trimmed  into  small  square  pieces,  and  after  being 
again  dried  is  packed  for  Shanghai,  where  it  is  worth  five 
times  it  value  on  the  frontier.  The  price  on  the  Chunking 
frontier  is  not  more  than  8  taels  per  picul  (22s.  3d.  per 
i!33i  lbs.).  The  export  of  musk  from  Chunking  was 
4.383  lbs.  (92,1260.  as  against  4,457  lbs. 
Musk.  (89,707/.),  which  figures  show  that  although  a 

decrease  occurred  enhanced  prices  were  realised.  A  single 
»pod  contains  about  J  oz.  of  musk,  and  in  Chunking  it  is 
sold  for  as  much  as  eighteen  times  its  weight  in  silver.  The 
musk,  which  is  sent  to  Shanghai,  is  adulterated  with  grains 
of  dyed  sand  and  other  extraneous  matter  to  the  extent,  it 
-is  said,  of  50  per  cent.  It  is  used  in  China  as  a  perfume  and 
as  a  medicine.  "  The  supply  would  certainly  be  greater  if 
the  Thibetans  had  sporting-rifles,"  remarks  our  Consul,  "  or  if 
the  difficulties  of  the  chase  were  not  such  as  to  prevent 
•Chinese  merchants  from  hunting  the  deer."  There  is  an 
enormous  native  trade  done  in  Chinese  medi- 
GneraHy  cines,  the  value  exported  (not  including 
rhubarb)  from  Chunking  being  returned  at 
(95,0082 ,  as  against  84,650/.  in  1896.  The  larger  part  of 
these  medicines  consists  of  the  dried  roots  and  stalks  of  wild 
mountain  plants  which  are  supposed  to  possess  medicinal 
properties,  and  are  brought  to  Chunking  from  the  frontiers 
of  Ssu-ch'uan.  Aconite-root,  in  the  form  of  roasted  and 
desiccated  slices  is  very  popular  as  a  drug  for  old  men. 

The  exports  of  white  wax,  once  the  most  pro- 
Wax-  minent  of  exports,  show  little  tendency  to 

■develop,  although  the  returns  for  1897  show  an  increase  of 
:20,000  lbs.  as  compared  with  1896,  the  figures  being 
1,300  800  lbs.  (126,615/.)  and  1,279,333  lbs.  (133,216/.)  re- 
spectively. From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  lower  prices 
were  realised,  and  dealers  complain  that  Shanghai  prices 
are  no  longer  remunerative,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  more 
general  use  of  kerosine  and  foreign  candles.  The  centre  of 
•the  insect- wax  trade  is  in  the  city  of  Chia-ting,  where  an 
official  monopoly  has  been  established  in  the  article,  and  all 
•transactions  have  to  pass  through  that  monopoly,  which 
guarantees  the  payment  of  likin  dues  and  re-sells  to  dealers. 
Opium  represented  35  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports  from 
'Chunking,  the  figures  showing  an  increase  of  349,865  lbs.,  no 
.  less  than    1,446,799  lbs.  being   shipped  in 

•opium.  1897  Meanwhilei  the  cultivation  of  the  drug 
continues  to  increase,  as  there  is  no  check  put  upon  the  pro- 
duction, and  as  long  ago  as  1878  the  province  of  Yunnan 
Tvas  described  by  a  consular  officer  as  a  "  poppy-field."  In 
Ssu-ch-'uan  nearly  every  district  produces  sufficient  opium 
for  local  consumption  ;  the  retail  price  is  as  low  as  4§<£.  per 
-oz  ,  and  until  the  drug  has  passed  a  likin  barrier  it  is 
untaxed. 

Foreign  houses  at  Chunking  are  represented  by  one 
resident  British  merchant,  one  French,  and  three  Chinese 
agencies  of  Shanghai-British  firms ;  the  only  German  firm 
closed  its  business  recently. 


Notice  to  Betail  Buyers. 

Itshouldbe  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "  Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473. 


"  Bogeemipitch  plasteb"  was  sent  for  to  Mr.  Harvey's, 
Hetford,  by  a  sufferer  with  a  sprained  back. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  April  28. 
T1HE  markets  show  in  several  directions  war  influence. 
-L  The  indications  which  we  gave  last  week  of  the  rise  in 
ipecacuanha  and  quinine  have  been  amply  verified,  and 
opium  now  makes  a  trio.  The  values  of  all  three  are  much 
enhanced.  The  following  are  the  principal  changes  of 
the  week : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Canary-seed 

Aloes,  Cape 

Arsenic 

Cinchona 

Buchu 

Balsam  tolu 

Copper  sulphate 

Camphor,  crude 

Benzols 

Croton-seed 

Cardamoms 

Benzoin 

Ipecacuanha 

Oil  of  peppermint 

Bleaching-powder 

Oil  of  peppermint 

(American) 

Cubebs 

(English) 

"Wax  (Bees) 

Jalap 

Opium 

Sugar  of  milk 

Vanilla 

Phenazone 

Quinine 

Sarsaparilla 

Senna 

Sodium  bicarbonate 

Turpentine 

The  cinchona-sales  are  reported  on  p.  731,  and  the  drug- 
auctions  on  p.  732. 


CABLEGRAMS. 

Amsteedam,  April  26,  2.49  p.m.— The  second  consignment 
of  Java  quinine  (4,200  oz.)  from  the  Bandoengsche  factory 
was  all  disposed  of  at  auction  to-day  at  the  average  price  of 
15.30A.  per  kilo.  (8k/.  per  oz.). 


Beegen,  April  28,  10.45  a.m.  :— No  more  cod  has  been 
caught  at  Lofoten,  but  the  Finmarken  fishing  is  im- 
proving, and  the  catch  there  has  brought  up  the  total  to 
30,000,000  fish  against  46,572,000  at  the  same  time  in  1897. 
The  yield  of  oil  will  be  18.934  barrels  against  25,814  barrels. 
This  market  is  very  quiet,  and  practically  no  business  is 
passing  at  81s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  the  medicinal  oil. 


HAMBUBO,  April  28,  11.45  A.M.  :— The  quinine-market 
here  is  very  firm,  and  sales  have  been  made  at  the  equivalent 
of  Is.  per  oz.  Turpentine  is  also  firm  at  56m.  per  100  kilos., 
and  castor  oil  at  59m.  per  100  kilos. 


New  Yoek,  April  28,  2  22  p.m.  :— Mexican  sarsaparilla  has 
advanced  to  8c.  Balsam  copaiba  is  offering  at  40c,  sperma- 
ceti at  27c,  and  Californian  honey  at  6x  per  lb.  Owing  to 
the  war  the  price  of  refined  cotton-seed  oil  has  been  ad- 
vanced. Oil  of  sassafras  has  declined  to  33c.  for  new. 
Quinine  shows  a  strong  market  at  22c.  per  oz. 


Smyena,  April  26,  5.30  p.m.  : — There  are  buyers  of  current 
talequale  at  the  parity  of  9s.  6(2.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna  ;  and 
Karahissar  at  9s.  Id. ;  but  there  are  no  sellers,  as,  owing  to 
drought,  the  market  is  advancing. 
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According  to  the  Spanish  regulations,  which  have  been  pub- 
lished this  week,  sulphur  is  included  amongst  the  articles 
2s  Sulphur  whi°n  are  contraband  of  war.  In  the  Italian 
contra-  Chamber  of  Deputies,  on  Wednesday,  Count 
band?  Bonin,  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 

Affairs,  said  that  the  Government  was  fully  alive  to  the 
importance  of  the  sulphur-trade  to  Italy,  especially  to 
Sicily,  and  of  the  duty  which  rested  with  them,  but,  in  view 
of  the  importance  of  the  question,  he  begged  deputies  to 
rest  contented  with  the  assurance  that  at  the  present 
moment  it  was  not  expedient  for  him  to  make  any 
declaration. 


According  to  American  advices,  dated  April  21,  there  has 
been  a  strong  speculative  feeling  in  quinine  owing  to  the 
Ouinine  probability  that  the  war  demand  will  be  un- 
Specula-  usually  heavy.  A  curious  feature  of  the 
tion.  movement  is  that  the  operators  include,  not 

only  regular  speculators,  but  clerks,  both  male  and  female, 
truckmen,  and  laundrymen,  and  others  anxious  to  invest 
small  amounts,  believing  that  a  good  profit  can  be  realised 
in  a  very  short  time.  Manufacturers  decline  to  fill  orders  in 
excess  of  the  legitimate  requirements  of  regular  customers, 
and,  consequently,  speculation  is  restricted  to  second-hand 
stocks.  Another  article  affected  by  the  war  is  saffron. 
Speculative  operators  are  vi  illing  to  purchase  large  quanti- 
ties, but  holders  only  offer  in  small  lots.  Prices  have  been 
advanced  50c.  per  lb.,  and  are  likely  to  go  higher. 


We  came  across  a  sample  of  "  fine  virgin  scammony  "  the 
other  day  which  is  worth  looking  after.    Externally  it  had 

all  the  appearance  of  a  good  sample,  had  a 
Scammoc  v  °^our' anc^  a  nice  greyish  appearance,  but 

was  not  in  the  flat  cakes  in  which  fine  virgin 
scammony  generally  comes  to  us.  Moreover,  it  was  abnormally 
cheap,  and  the  fracture  was  glassy.  On  analysis,  we  find  it 
to  consist  of  scammony  resin,  well  dashed  on  the  surface 
with  powdered  virgin  scammony.  We  have  not  inquired  as 
to  the  source  of  the  article,  but  understand  that  it  is  11  made 
in  Germany."  The  glassy  fracture  is  sufficient  to  condemn 
it.    We  have  seen  such  samples  before. 

Alcohol. — The  market  is  very  firm,  at  unchanged  quota- 
tions. 

Asafetida. — A  small  business  has  been  done  this  week  in 
the  cheaper  qualities  at  about  38s.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  None 
was  offered  at  auction  to-day. 

Cocaine. — Owing  to  the  keen  competition  and  under- 
selling among  the  manufacturers  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  general  quotation.  The  first-hand  price  is  nominally 
lO.v.  per  oz.,  but  it  is  possible  to  buy  at  from  9s.  6d.  to  9s.  9d. 
lor  good  brands  from  manufacturers.  In  one  quarter  9s. 
would  be  accepted.    Business  in  the  article  is  quiet. 

Codeine  Phosphate  is  quoted  at  10s.  3d.  to  10s.  6d. 
per  oz.  according  to  quantity,  the  pure  alkaloid  Is.  higher 

Cream  of  Tartar.— Quotations  from  abroad  are  slightly 
easier  this  week,  in  consequence  of  the  drop  in  the  ex- 
change ;  but  no  alteration  has  been  made  on  the  London 
market — 77s.  being  the  price  for  powder,  and  74s.  (id.  to  75s. 
per  cwt.  for  crystals. 

Glycerin. — Quiet  and  difficult  to  sell.  This  is  one  of  the 
articles  that  has  not  yet  been  affected  by  the  war.  Best 
German  brands  of  double-distilled  sp  gr.  1  260  may  be  had 
at  51;.  to  52s.  per  cwt., according  to  brand. 

Gum  Arabic. — The  so-called  insoluble  Persian  gum  is 
unchanged.  Sorts  are  in  fair  demand,  but  little  is  offering. 
Fine  picked  is  held  for  24s.  per  cwt. ;  selected  reddiah  at 
23s.  to  24s. ;  and  sorts  at  19s.  to  22s. 

Insect-flowers. — Owing  to  the  large  stocks  of  the 
common  varieties  of  flowers  held  in  Trieste,  the  present 
position  of  the  article  is  weak.  Closed  wild  flowers,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  very  scarce,  and  firm  prices  have  ruled,  with 
a  hardening  tendency.  The  prices  ruling  in  Trieste  on 
April  20  were  from  52 f.  to  145f.  per  100  kilos.,  f.o.b.  Trieste, 
while  at  the  same  period  last  year  98f.  to  180f.  were  quoted. 
The  prospects  for  the  next  crop  are  satisfactory,  but  all  de- 


pends on  the  weather  at  the  time  of  the  yield  in  May. 
'Ihe  most  promising  of  crops  haveoften  been  destroyed  by  1<  mg 
and  heavy  rains,  and  thus  caused  a  sudden  rise  in  the  values 
of  old  and  new  llowers. 

Menthol  is  quiet  at  7s.  to  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  or 
at  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d.  c.i.f.  for  April-May  steamer  shipment. 

Morphia. — Manufacturers  are  asking  3d.  per  oz.  advance 
this  week — viz.,  4s.  3d.  for  either  crystal  or  powder.  They 
are  firm  in  their  views,  as  the  regulatiou  price  for  morphia 
salts  per  oz.  is  half  as  much  as  opium  is  per  lb. 

Oil,  Castor.— Firmly  held.  French  oil  of  medicinal 
quality  is  offered  at  37s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot  in  cases, 
and  Italian  oil  of  pharmaceutical  quality  at  4rf.  to  4J<Z.  pe) 
lb.  in  cases  and  tins. 

Oil,  Cinnamon. — Privately  leaf-oil  is  scarce,  and  best 
brands  are  held  for  2^d.  per  oz.  There  is  plenty  of  common 
oil  to  be  had,  as  our  market  table  shows. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Weaker,  bnt  no  business  doing.  The- 
prices  remain  at  85s.  to  95s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f..  according  to 
brand.  Our  Bergen  correspondent,  writing  last  Saturday^ 
reports  that  the  market  there  is  similarly  weaker,  8.1s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.,  now  being  quoted.  The  Lofoten  fishing  is 
over,  and  the  Finmarken  making  slow  progress. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — A  quiet  market,  at  4W.  to  5s.  per  oz. 
on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — American  H.G.H.  oil  is  firmer,  and 
business  has  been  done  this  week  at  5s.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot.  Japanese  dementholised  may  be  had  at  3s.,  and  40- 
per-cent.  oil  at  4s.  per  lb.  Good  Mitcham  oil  is  now  quoted 
26s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Star-anise. — Neglected.  From  6s.  3d.  to  6s.  4J<7. 
per  lb.  is  the  general  quotation  on  the  spot. 

Opium. — Dearer.  More  business  has  been  done  on  the 
London  market  this  week,  and  a  firmer  tone  is  apparent.. 
Ordinary  to  good  Persian  has  been  in  fair  demand  at  9s.  9d. 
to  10s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot ;  and  at  10s.  3d.  for  finest — this 
quality  is  now  firmly  held  for  10s.  6d.  Altogether  an 
advance  of  Is.  per  lb.  has  to  be  recorded  for  the  past  fort- 
night, and  a  further  rise  is  anticipated.  From  Smyrna, 
under  date  of  April  15,  we  hear  that  the  market  is  very  fim\ 
and  thatlocal  speculators  are  still  buying  on  account  of  holders- 
in  the  interior.  The  stock  of  opium  in  Turkey  is  estimated 
at  about  4,700  cases,  divided  as  follows  :— Smyrna,  2  900  ; 
Constantinople,  800 ;  Salonica,  200 ;  and  in  the  interior, 
800  cases.  To  this  may  be  added  some  thousand  cases  in 
Great  Britain,  and  say  2,000  in  the  United  States.  The  sales, 
for  the  week  comprise  9  cases  current  talequale  at  the  parity 
of  8s.  lid.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna  ;  12  cases  Karahissar  at 
9s.  Id.  for  speculation  ;  and  2  cases  Yerli  talequale  at  9s.  2d. 
for  exportation.  Besides  this,  one  holder  has  purchased 
from  his  own  stock  (which  stock  is  held  at  Smyrna  for 
account  of  interior  dealers)  35  to  40  cases,  which,  with 
10  cases  bought  previously,  he  has  shipped  to  America. 
The  arrivals  to  date  are  3,520  cases,  against  2,355  cases  at 
the  corresponding  period  of  1897.  No  business  of  importance 
has  been  done  on  the  Constantinople  market  owing  to  the 
firmness  of  holders. 

Phenacetin. — Good  brands  are  held  for  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  lO^Z. 
per  lb.  in  1-cwt.  lots,  for  both  crystals  and  powder. 

Phenazone  dearer,  owing  to  most  of  the  makers  having 
combined  and  raised  the  price  to  22s.  per  lb.,  but  there  are 
still  outside  sellers  at  19s.  Qd.  in  limited  quantity,  but  not  to- 
new  customers. 

Quicksilver  is  firmly  held  at  11.  Is.  3d.  per  bottle 
from  first  hands,  and  at  11.  in  second  hands.  At 
the  close  of  last  week  a  good  business  was  done 
at  the  latter  price.  It  was  rumoured  on  the  Metal  Ex- 
change on  Wednesday,  that  Messrs.  Eothschild,  whose  lease 
of  the  Almaden  quicksilver  mines,  under  the  control  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  expires  in  1901,  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  renewal  of  the  same  for  the  period  of  a  further 
thirty  years.    The  terms  have  not  yet  transpired. 

Quinine  has  been  in  a  remarkable  position  this  week,  the 
second-hand  price  having  run  comparatively  far  above  the 
manufacturers'.  The  second-band  holders  of  Geiman  sold 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week  for  l§\d.  per  oz.  on  the  spot, 
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and  lid.  for  June  delivery ;  but  to-day  business  has  been 
done  at  Is.  per  oz.  The  manufacturers  have  raised  their 
prices  l§rZ.  per  oz.,  thus  making  the  German  ll^d.,  but  they 
are  not  selling,  except  to  wholesale  druggists  lor  consump- 
tion. This  is  a  provisional  advance,  as  it  had  been  agreed 
not  to  alter  the  price  until  the  result  of  next  week's  cinchona 
sales  in  Amsterdam  are  known,  when  a  further  advance  is 
expected.  Quinine  salts  have  been  advanced  lhd.  per  oz.  all 
round. 

Saffron. — Unchanged.  The  low  rate  of  exchange  has 
counterbalanced  the  higher  requirements  of  Spanish  holders, 
but  owing  to  the  low  stocks  in  Spain  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
a  rise  can  be  averted. 

Seeds. —  Canary-seed  dearer;  a  good  business  has  been 
done  in  Turkish  at  24s.  6d.  to  26s.,  and  in  Barbary  at  26s.  to 
30s.  per  quarter.  About  70  tons  Morocco  Coriander  have 
been  sold  at  7s.  per  cwt.  for  poultry  mixture,  the  price  being 
low  enough  to  admit  of  its  use  for  that  purpose.  Fenvgreelt 
is  in  slow  demand  at  12s.  per  cwt.  Cumin-seed  is  steady,  the 
news  from  Malta  being  that  there  will  be  a  very  small  crop. 

Shellac. — There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the  position  of 
this  article,  which  shows  a  quiet  but  steady  market.  On  the 
spot  small  sales  have  been  made  at  previous  figures.  TN  for 
August  delivery  is  quoted  at  63s.  Gd.  to  64s.,  and  April-June 
shipment  at  60s.  to  61s.,  c.i.f.  At  the  beginning  of  the  week 
it  was  reported  that  one  large  holder  had  disposed  of  his 
stock  of  8,000  cases,  at  prices  that  have  not  been  allowed  to 
transpire. 

Spices. — With  the  exception  of  White  pepper,  for  which 
there  has  been  a  fair  demand,  spices  have  been  dull  during 
the  past  week,  with  very  little  business  doing.  At  Wednes- 
day's auction  washed  rough  Cochin  Ginger  was  flat,  and  the 
parcels  offered  were  bought  in.  Cut  qualities  sold  at  easy 
rates  for  bold,  but  steadily  for  medium  and  small ;  bold 
realised  75s.  to  84s.;  medium  and  bold,  63s.;  small  and 
medium,  46s. ;  small,  33s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  Jamaica  sold  with 
good  competition,  the  better  qualities  being  firm,  but 
common  slightly  lower ;  Ehatoon,  69s.  to  74?.  Gd.  ;  ordinary 
to  middling,  79s.  to  91s. :  good  washed,  100s.  to  107s.  Gd. 
per  cwt.  Japan,  bought  in  at  19s.  and  African  at  21s. 
per  cwt.  Pecang  Cloves  bought  in  at  9d.  per  lb.  for  dull 
picked ;  11  boxes  good  bright  Ceylon  sold  at  b\d.  to  Gd. 
per  lb.  ;  Zanzibar  lower  for  forward  delivery,  August-October 
having  been  sold  at  3^d.  per  lb.  Chillies :  40  bags  good 
bright  Japan  bought  in,  but  120  bags  sea-damaged  sold  on 
the  basis  of  41s.  per  cwt.  for  sound.  Nutmegs  and  Mace  dull. 
Pimento  unchanged ;  none  offered.  Black  Pepper  rather 
lower ;  fair  Singapore  sold  at  4rZ.  per  lb.,  and  to  arrive  at 
4g(£.  for  March-May  shipment.  White  firm  and  dearer ; 
Siam  bought  in  7|c/.  per  lb.  ;  Singapore  done  at  7|cZ.  for 
distant  shipment;  buyers  of  Penang  at  6:}d.  for  June- August 
steamer.  Cassia  lignca  sold  at  48s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  for  1895-6 
season  and  at  51s.  6c/.  for  old  import,  being  steady.  Seven 
packages  Bermuda  Arrowroot  sold  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — American  make  is  dearer — viz.  60s. 
per  cwt.  for  best  white.    Seconds  are  unchanged. 

TEAGACANTH. — Since  the  auctions  very  little  business  has 
been  done.  Second  and  third  quality  are  in  large  supply, 
and  willing  to  take  slightly  easier  rates.  The  quotations  for 
firsts  are  from  12/.  10s.  to  13/.  10s. ;  seconds,  11/.  to  12/.,  and 
thirds,  10/.  to  10/.  15s. 

Turpentine. — Higher  on  the  week.  American  on  the 
spot  is  now  quoted  at  26s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

CINCHONA. 

At  the  monthly  cinchona  auctions  in  London  on  Tuesday 
the  offerings  were  again  fairly  extensive,  the  twelve  catalogues 
comprising  2,230  bales,  divided  as  follows  :— 

Packages.  Packages. 
East  Indian  cinchona...     1,570  of  which  1,211  were  sold. 
Ceylon  cinchona       ...       308        „        263  „ 

Java  cinchona   151  151 

South  American  cinchona   146        "  83  ", 

African  cinchona      ...        55         ,  55 

2,230  1,763 
There  was  an  improved  tone,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  large 
purchases  on  American  account,  and  the  bulk,  consisting 


chiefly  of  Ledger  and  East  Indian  Crown  bark,  was  disposed 
of  at  an  advance  of  ^d.  on  the  Amsterdam  auctions  in  March, 
the  unit  averaging  ^d.  per  lb. 

The  following  figures  represent  the  approximate  quantities 
of  bark  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  : — 

Lbs. 

Agents  for  the  American  arid  Italian  factories  ...  143,143 
Agents    for  the    Mannheim  and  Amsterdam 

factories    82,896 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  factory...       ...       ...  70,865 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   39,791 

Agents  for  the  Imperial  Quinine  factory...       ...  19,864 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories  195 
Druggists,  &c  30,143 


Total  quantity  sold 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn 


386,897 
102,970 


Total  quantity  of  bark  offered  ...  489,867 

The  following  prices  were  paid  : — East  Indian,  fair  to  good 
red  stem-chips  and  shavings,  Z\d,  to  Z^d.  ;  poor,  l%d.  ;  root, 
2^d.  to  3d.  ;  fair  to  good  officinalis  chips  and  shavings,  'i\d. 
to  3\d. ;  ordinary  to  fair  renewed,  2§rZ.  to  3%d. ;  <;ood,  4c/.  to 
b\d.  Ledgeriana,  common  to  fair  stem  chips,  l^d.  to  3§cZ. ; 
fair  to  good,  3£d.  to  5|c/. :  branch,  l%d.  to  4c/.  Hybrid 
renewed  chips,  3±d.  Java  ledger  stem-chips,  fair  to  good, 
4£ci.  to  7d.  ■  branch,  4§d.  to5|cZ.  African  medium  quill, -3j?cZ. 
to  3kd.  South  American  :  cultivated  Bolivian  calisaya  quill, 
H^d.  to  b\d. ;  41  bales  Cartagena  were  taken  out.  Ceylon : 
Succirubra,  natural  stem-chips  and  shavings,  ordinary  to 
fair,  l%d.  to  2fcZ. ;  renewed  ditto,  2§cZ.  ;  renewed  quill,  2%d. 
officinalis,  renewed  chips,  3d. ;  Ledgeriana  root,  3|cZ. ;  and 
good  stem-chips,  5±d.  per  lb. 


When  Mr.  Eoberts,  of  Messrs.  S.  Kuckcr,  Marshall  &  Co., 
mounted  the  pulpit  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  David  Howard 
(Howards  &  Sons)  rose  to  put  forward  his  proposal  made  at 
the  last  sale,  and,  in  doing  so,  referred  to  the  great  diversity 
of  opinion  that  existed  among  the  different  wharves  as  to 
what  was,  and  what  was  not,  damaged  bark.  They,  as 
manufacturers,  did  not  mind  what  was  called  sound  and 
what  was  called  damaged,  so  long  as  they  had  an  average 
sample  of  what  they  bought ;  but  if  the  bark  was  sea- 
damaged,  and  the  sample  showed  it,  they  did  not  take  off 
a  deduction  from  the  test  because  the  sample  tested  would 
be  off-colour.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged  that  the  mer- 
chants sent  to  those  wharves  where  no  distinction  is  made, 
and  the  bark  not  classed  as  damaged.    He  moved  : — 

That  in  order  to  arrive  at  uniformity  of  classification  of 
cinchona-bark  it  be  agreed  that 

Discolouration  of  the  whole  bulk  extending  through  the  whole 
bale  be  not  considered  "  country-damage,"  provided  the  bark  is  dry, 
unless  accompanied  by  a  musty  smell,  and  provided  that  the 
greatest  care  is  taken  to  sample  such  discoloured  bark  evenly 
throughout,  so  that  the  average  sample  shall  represent  the  whole 
parcel,  and  not  only  the  portions  not  discoloured.  Damp  and 
sea-damage  to  be  classified  as  at  present. 

The  motion  was  not  formally  seconded,  and  upon  being  put 
to  the  room  nobody  voted  for  or  against  it — in  fact  it 
looked  as  if  the  meeting  wished  to  shelve  it. 

Mr.  Koberts  said  that  notice  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
wharves  of  the  resolution,  so  that  they  may  act  accord- 
ingly, and  after  a  few  informal  remarks  from  Mr.  Buchler,, 
Mr.  Howard  said  the  matter  should  be  brought  before  that 
mysterious  body — the  London  General  Produce  Brokers' 
Association,  whose  sittings  were  at  midnight  to  the  sound 
of  muffled  drums. 

*  *  *  * 

The  offerings  at  the  next  Amsterdam  sales  on  May  5  will 
consist  of  6,797  bales  and  289  cases  containing  625,862 
kilos,  of  bark,  representing  a  total  of  29,739  kilos,  of 
quinine-sulphate.  The  bark  includes  33,562  kilos,  of 
druggists'  kinds  and  592,300  kilos,  of  manufacturing-bark, 
the  latter  containing  the  equivalent  of  28,874  kilos,  quinine- 
sulphate.  The  average  quinine-sulphate  content  of  the  bark 
is  about  488  per  cent,  against  5  73  per  cent.,  the  average  of 
the  ten  sales  in  1897. 

The  following  are  the  dates  fixed  for  the  Amsterdam  sales 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year: — May  5,  June  9,  July  14, 
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August  25,  September  29,  November  30,  arid  December  8; 
and  in  London,  May  24,  June  21,  July  19,  August  16, 
'September  13,  October  11,  November  8,  and  December  13. 


Drug=auctions  in  London. 

The  sales  to-day  were  exceptionally  heavy,  and  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  vanilla  was  sold  before  the  drugs  it  was  12  noon 
when  the  latter  were  reached.  By  3.30  p.m.  Mr.  Lescher 
took  the  voice  of  the  room  in  regard  to  whether  the  sales 
should  continue,  but  the  majority  was  against  him.  Never- 
theless very  little  business  was  done  after  Mr.  Lescher's 
motion  had  been  decided,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  sales 
before  that  were  much  brisker  than  they  were  at  any  previous 
time  this  year.  Several  drugs  were  in  exceptionally  large 
supply.  This  applies  to  benzoin,  rhubarb,  and  wax.  Only 
the  last  mentioned,  was,  however,  bought  in  any  quantity. 
The  principal  changes  in  values  are  noted  at  the  beginning 
of  this  report ;  the  most  noteworthy  change  being  the  enor- 
mous decline  in  the  value  of  cubebs.  We  report  upon  all 
the  goods  sold,  and  some  in  which  there  was  special  interest. 
Subjoined  is  a  complete  list  of  the  offerings  and  the  sales. 

Offered  Sold  Offered  Sold 


Aconite  (Japan)  ... 

Aloes  (Cape)  

(Curacao)  

(Soc.)  

(Zan)  

Areca-nuts   

Ambergris  

Aniseed  

Amiatto  seed   

Antimony  

Argol,  Cape   

Asphaltura   

'Balsam  copaiba  ... 

Peru   

Tolu   

Benzoin   

Buchu   

Cactus  flowers  

Cahmiba   

Camphor  (crude)... 
Camphor  (refined) 

Cardamoms  

Cascara  sagrada  ... 

Cascarilla  

Cassia  fistula   

Oastorum   

Cannabis  indica  ... 

Cinchona   

Civet  (horns)   

Coca-leaves   

•  Colocynth  

Coriander-seed  

Cowhage   

Croton-seed   

Cubebs   

Cumin-seed   

Cuscus   

Cuttlefish  bone  .. 

Dill-seed   

Dragon's  blood  

East  India  root  .. 

..Ergot  of  rye  

Galbanum  

Galls   

Gamboge   

Gentian  

-Guaiacum  

Guarana   

Gum  arabic   

olibanum   

.sandarac   

ammoniacum  .. 

Hellebore-root  

Honey   

Ignatius-beans  


10  .. 

38  .. 
10  .. 
47  .. 

2  .. 

40  .. 
10  .. 
47  .. 

41  .. 
50  .. 

4  . 
29  .. 

9  .. 

3  . 

63  .. 
584  . 

59  .. 

10  . 
227  . 

50  . 

20  . 
498  . 

20  . 

31  . 

64  . 

1  . 
26  . 

123  . 

5  . 
8  . 

16  . 
70  . 

2  . 
13  . 

428  . 
145  , 
7 
36 
173 
6 
1 
40 
16 
262 
29 
.  49 
.  9 
2 

.  126 
.  17 
.  15 
,  6 
.  8 
.  617 
.  32 


0  I 

3 

0 

I 

0 

2 

0 

3 
10 

0 

0 

0 

0 
20 
223 
59 

0 

39 
41 
0 

264 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

63 
0 
8 

13 
0 
2 

.  13 
.  30 
.  0 
.  2 
.  16 
.  0 
.  4 
.  0 
.  15 
.  0 
.  0 
.  17 
0 

.  0 

•  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  8 

.  87 

.  0 


Ipecacuanha  (Cart.)    27  ., 

(Rio)    43  .. 

Jaborandi   3  .. 

Jalap   56  .. 

Kamala   15 

Kino    10  .. 

Kola  nuts   44  . 

Lime-juice    97  .. 

Liquorice- root   50  .. 

Mastic    20  .. 

Menthol    6  . 

Musk   45  . 

Myrrh    76  . 

Nux  vomica    10  . 

Oil,  bay   4  . 

cajuput   14  . 

camphor    50  . 

cassia   10  . 

castor    102  . 

cinnamon    31  . 

citronella    11  . 

cod-liver    58  . 

eucalyptus   .    41  . 

lemon-grass    2  . 

limes    10  . 

patchouli    10  . 

peppermint    9  . 

rose  (Bombay)  ...    15  . 

spearmint   1  . 

spike  lavender  ...      3  . 

wintergreen    1  . 

ylang-ylang    1  . 

Opoponax   1  , 

Orange-peel    55  . 

Orris    81 

Patchouli    29 

Quinine  sulphate...  3 

Rhatany    6 

Rhubarb    272 

Saffron    47 

Saltpetre    6 

Sarsaparilla   124 

Scammonium    9 

Scammony  root  ...  196 

Seedlac   15 

Senna   438 

Squills    11 

Strophanthus  seed  11 

Tamarinds    138 

Tonca-beans   17 

Turmeric    94 

Vanilla    309 

Wax  (bees')    679 

(Japan)    86 

Yellow  berries   11 


0 
41 

1 
56 

0 

1 
15 
13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
10 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

11 

0 
10 
0 
0 
29 
0 
0 
79 
0 
0 
0 

268 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 

215 
285 
0 
0 


Aloes. — All  kinds  were  in  moderate  supply.  Cxpc  is  still 
scarce,  and  one  broker  tiied  to  encourage  buyers  by  saying 
that  there  is  a  drought  out  there.  The  prices  paid  were : 
For  bright,  slightly  soft  and,  drossy,  23s.;  ordinary 
dull  and  drossy,  13;.  to  21s.    A  low,  coarse  lot  sold  at  5 j. 


per  cwt.  Only  10  packages'of  Curasao  were  offered,  and  did 
not  sell.  For  brown,  slightly  soft  Socotrine,  87s.  is  wanted. 
Zanzibar,  in  skins,  was  in  small  supply,  one  box  of  low, 
hard,  drossy  selling  at  21s. ;  and  a  box  of  fair  ordinary  at  75s. 

Ambeegeis. — The  only  offerings  sold  to-day  consisted 
of  2  parcels  of  exceedingly  doubtful  stuff,  which  sold  at 
Is,  6d.  and  lid.  per  oz. 

Annatto-seed. — One  broker  sold  fine  bright  at  4^/. 
per  lb. 

Antimony,  Ceude  Japanese. — We  are  pleased  to  report 
that  10  cases  of  this  article,  which  have  come  up  for  sale 
periodically,  have  at  last  been  disposed  of  privately. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Cheaper.  Fair  to  medium  soft  sold  at 
Is.  5d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  a  finer  lot  at  Is.  9d. 

Benzoin. — An  extraordinary  supply  was  on  show,  much 
of  it  being  of  old  shipment.  It  was  quite  neglected,  and 
what  did  sell  sold  cheaper,  as  the  following  record  shows : — 
Sumatra :  Fair  seconds,  small  to  medium  pale  almonds,  fair 
aroma,  partly  false-packed  corners,  6/.  5s.  to  11.  10s.  ;  ditto, 
small  palish  almonds,  rather  false  packed,  5/.  2s.  Qd.  to 
61.  5s.  (without  reserve).  Low  brown  Penang  character, 
69s.  to  80s.  (without  reserve).  There  was  much  Siam  on 
show,  but  no  sales.  Palembang  of  a  very  low  brown 
character  sold  at  19s. 

Buchu. — "  Better"  in  respect  to  a  slightly  firmer  holding. 
Good  bright  round  green  leaves  sold  at  $\d.  to  5d. ;  ditto, 
partly  stalky  and  yellowish,  at  3d.  to  Qd. 

Calumba  maintains  its  value,  but  no  really  fine  root  is 
offered.  Small  to  bold  part  washed,  and  dull  mixed  sizes, 
sold  at  30s.  to  34s.  per  cwt. 

Camphor  (Ceude) — Of  the  41  cases  sold,  40  were  dark 
damaged  Chinese,  which  sold  cheaply  at  76s.  per  cwt. ;  the 
other  was  fair  Japanese,  and  91s.  was  obtained  for  it.  Cable 
quotations  from  Japan  on  Wednesday  quote  an  advance  with 
a  fair  business  passing.  May -June  steamer  shipment  is  now 
quoted  at  90s.,  c.i.f.  terms.    Chinese  camphor  at  83s.,  c.i.f. 

Camphoe  (Refined)  — Japanese  in  1-oz.  squares,  not 
quite  clear,  can  be  bought  at  Is.  3\d. ;  Is.  2d.  was  refused  at 
auction.  Privately  there  is  little  doing  at  Is  2\d.  per  lb. 
for  ton  lots. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Some  fine  green  tops,  in  bundles, 
were  amongst  the  unaccepted  offerings. 

Caedamoms. — Firmer,  but  not  quotably  higher  on  the 
whole  auction.  The  following  were  the  prices  obtained  : — 
Ceylon- My  sores :  Medium  to  bold  good  bright  pale,  4s.  to 
4s.  3d. ;  medium  ditto,  3s.  Id.  to  3s.  9d.;  small  to  medium 
pale  round,  3s.  2d.  to  3s.  6d. ;  ditto  spotty,  2s.  9d. ;  very 
small  yellow,  3s.  ;  medium  to  bold  brown  round,  3s.  2d.  and 
3s.  5d. ;  medium  long  pale,  3s.  to  3s.  Qd. ;  small  ditto,  2s.  6d,. 
to  2s  9d. ;  splits  and  pickings,  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  9c/.  Of  Ceylon- 
Malabar s,  splits  only  sold  at  2s.  Qd.  All  the  Mangalores 
sold — viz.,  medium  to  bold  good  pale — at  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  5d. 

Cinchona. — Amongst  druggists'  bark  was  some  Huanoco 
quill  which,  however,  did  not  sell,  10^d.  being  the  highest  bid, 
and  Is.  being  the  brokers'  price.  Some  medium  to  bold  part 
broken  Bolivian  cultivated  quill  crown  bark  sold  at  lOd.  to 
lid.  per  lb.,  and  sea  damages  at  3d.  Small  lots  of  grey 
Gua3raquil  medium  quill,  fetched  6d.  and  Id.  Good  bright 
flat  and  thick  South  American  yellow  bark  sold  at  3d  ,  and 
damages  ditto  at  5d. 

Coca-leaves. — Some  Ceylon  leaves,  which  contain  no 
cocaine,  were  offered  without  reserve,  and  sold  at  Ihd. 
per  lb. 

CoLOcrNTH  was  in  fair  demand,  and  sold  at  slightly 
easier  rates — viz.,  lQ\d.  to  lid.  for  poor  and  slightly  broken 
apple,  and  Is.  for  plump  fruit,  slightly  broken. 

Cowhage. — One  parcel  sold  at  l\d.  per  lb.  subject. 

Cboton  Seeds. — Dearer.  Medium  to  bold  sound  seed 
sold  at  prices  ranging  from  72s.  to  82s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs. — Berries  that  were  worth  35s.  to  40s.  a  cwt.  on 
January  1  are  now  selling  at  about  21s.  to  25s.  The  prices 
realised  to-day  were  21s.  to  22s.  for  grey  sifted  berries  of  fair 
flavour,  but  stalky.    None  of  the  best  sold. 

Cuttle  Fish. — Sixteen  mats  of  good  bold  white  sold  at 
3\d.  per  lb.    More  can  be  had  at  that  figure. 
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Dragons'-blood. — Eagerly  bought.  Fair  bright  lump 
selling  at  11.  There  have  been  no  arrivals  of  fine  quality 
for  some  time,  and  anything  of  this  description  would  sell  well. 

East  India  Root.— Under  this  name  a  drug  was  offered 
which  occasionally  comes  into  the  market  and  is  bought  for 
France.  It  did  not  sell.  It  is  sometimes  called  white 
ipecacuanha  and  is  imported  from  Bombay. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Only  very  wormy  Spanish  sold,  the 
holder  no  doubt  having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  4.VZ. 
which  was  paid  for  it  was  better  than  holding  it  at  nothing. 

Galls. — No  sales  in  auction.  Privately  there  is  no  business 
to  report  this  week.  Most  of  the  stock  on  the  spot  consists 
of  blue  galls  held  at  55s.  per  cwt.  Green  and  white  are 
unchanged. 

Gamboge. — Some  very  ordinary  staff  sold  at  11.  Is  6d., 
and  blocky  at  11.  per  cwt. 

Guaiacum. — Fine  quality  has  been  scarce  for  some  time 
Past,  and  to-day's  offerings  (which  did  not  sell)  emphasised 
the  fact. 

Gums. — There  was  nothing  particularly  remarkable  a^out 
anything  of  the  gums  offered  in  to-day's  auctions.  Benzoin 
is  referred  to  under  that  heading.  Dark  blocky  Ammoniacum 
can  be  bought  at  somewhere  between  25s.  and  30s.,  the 
lower  figure  having  been  refused.  Arabic  sorts  were  not 
wanted,  nor  did  anyone  look  at  the  Olibanum  and  Opoponax. 

Honey. — A  fairly  good  market.  Good  dark  clear  Austra- 
lian sold  at  22s.  6d.  to  25s.  per  cwt. ;  Californian  (265  cases) 
not  in  demand ;  low  Greek  sold  at  lis.  per  cwt.,  and  20s. 
would  buy  good  set  Honolulu,  which  was  bought  in  ;  Irish 
was  also  offered — 36s.  would  buy  it — and  fine  white  Italian. 
The  Jamaica  was  in  fair  demand,  and  sold  at  24s.  to  25s.  for 
fair  clear,  23s.  to  24s.  for  set  white,  21s.  for  seconds,  and  18s. 
for  dark  ditto. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  upward  progress  of  this  drug  has 
continued  uninterruptedly  and  daily  since  our  last  report,  and 
prices  up  to  8s.  9d.  have  been  paid  for  fair  Rio  root.  It  is 
considered  that  the  small  stocks  justify  the  advance,  apart 
from  the  increased  consumptive  demand  for  the  United 
States,  where  the  stocks  are  small,  and  the  need  in  event 
of  Cuban  warfare.  Cartagena  root  has  not  moved  in 
sympathy,  but  rather  in  the  opposite  direction,  for  the 
reasons  stated  in  an  editorial.  The  prices  realised  in  auction 
were  :  for  good  sound  Rio,  wiry  to  fair,  8s.  8d.  and  8s.  9d. ; 
rather  thin  root,  8s.  8d. ;  native  picked  red,  8s.  6d. ;  rather 
thin  and  woody,  8s.  6d.  Cartagena  is  in  the  shade  just  now, 
and  would  not  sell. 

Jaborandi  Leaves. — One  parcel  of  bold  green  leaf 
somewhat  loaded  with  branches  sold  at  Hd.  per  lb. 

Jalap. — The  only  lot  offered  to-day  consisted  of  56  bales 
Vera  Cruz  of  the  new  crop,  in  fair  condition.  There  was 
good  competition  for  the  drug,  but  it  sold  at  a  decline,  b±d. 
being  the  highest  figure  obtained  for  sound  tubers,  and  4f(/. 
for  mouldy. 

Kino. — Another  little  lot  of  the  Zambesi  kino  sold  at 
Is.  5d.  per  lb. — i.e.,  as  many  pence  as  shillings  a  year  ago. 

Kola. — Poor  and  dark  West  India  sold  at  l\d.  per  lb. 

Lime-juice.— Good  West  Indian  sold  at  10^.  per  gal. 
and  a  lot  of  unworked  seconds  was  disposed  of,  without  re- 
serve, at  6^. 

Mastic. — A  small  business  is  reported  in  good  pale  drop 
at  2s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  This  was  the  price  at  which  6 
cases  were  bought  in  at  auction  to-day. 

Musk. — There  is  practically  no  demand  for  musk  now, 
and  the  prices  average  from  70s.  to  75s.  for  fine  thin  blue 
skin,  according,  to  the  condition,  and  45s.  to  50s.  for  old- 
fashioned  pod,  rather  thick  skin.  No  business  could  be  done 
at  auction,  and  everything  was  bought  in. 

Myrrh.— Good  pale  drop  of  full  flavo  ur  was  sold  at  75s. 
per  cwt. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Oil  containing  70  to  75  per  cent,  cinnamic 
aldehyde  is  offered  at  4s.  4<£  per  lb.,  c.i  f.  terms  ;  75  to  80 
per  cent.,  4s.  6d. ;  and  80  to  85  per  cent.,  4s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Castor  — First-pressure  bleached  sold  at  Hid.,  and 
unworked  seconds,  E.I.,  at  2§<Z.  per  lb. 


Oil,  Eucalyptus,  like  the  oils  of  bay,  rose,  ylang  ylang, 
winter  green  and  cassia,  was  not  in  demand,  and  we  only- 
mention  it  because  there  was  a  parcel  of  guaranteed  euca- 
lyptol  content,  for  which  the  broker  mentioned  6s.  6;/.  per  lb 
as  the  price ! 

Oil,  Limes.— Sold  well  at  3s.  1L/..  4*..  4s.  Id.  and  5 ••.  Id. 
according  to  quality.  A  fine  lot  of  Montserrat  reached  the 
highest  figure. 

Orange-peel  was  in  good  supply,  especially  Mdtese 
strip,  but  the  only  kind  sold  was  fair  bright  rings  at  5d. 
per  lb. 

Patchouli. — Ten  bales  of  good  dry  leaves,  of  new  import, 
sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.,  subject  to  approval. 

Rhubarb  — The  whole  of  the  stock  in  Crutched  Friars 
warehouse  was  offered,  but  was  exceedingly  slow  of  sale, 
and  part  sold  at  no  change  in  values.  Round  Canton  of 
good  bold  fair  fracture  at  Is.  Id.  ;  good  small  to  medium 
rough  part  trimming  root,  was  bought  in  at  Is.  6d.  Good  bold' 
Shensi,  round,  three-quarters  pink  and  one-quarter  grey  frac- 
ture, was  bought  in  at  2s.  6d.  ;  good  medium  flat,  three- 
quarters  pink  and  one-quarter  grey  fracture,  sold  at  Is.  3d. 
to  Is.  4d  ;  ditto,  round,  at  2s.  3d. ;  small  to  medium,  fair- 
fracture,  at  Is. ;  and  good  druggists'  trimming-root  at 
2s.  Wd.  per  lb.  Dull,  round,  High-dried,  of  poor  fracture 
sold  at  lid.  to  ll±d. 

SARSA.PARILLA. — Among  the  offerings  to-day  was  a  fresh 
arrival  of  39  bales  genuine  grey  Jamaica  root,  which  sold 
well  at  Is'.  3d.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  Red  and  grey  Jamaica 
realised  lOd  to  Wd. ;  native  red  ditto,  ls\  ;  and  one  fine  lot 
fetched  Is.  8d. ;  Lima-Jamaica  sold  at  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  6d.,  the 
latter  for  small  to  medium,  part  fibrous.  No  Guayaquil  root, 
was  offered,  thought  it  would  find  a  ready  market. 

Senna  sold  at  \d.  to  Id.  per  lb.  higher,  and  was  eagerly 
bought,  the  highest  price  realised  being  8d.  for  good  bold  green 
Tinnevelly;  medium  ditto  sold  at  5hd.  to  Id. ;  medium,  part 
brown,  2>\d.  to  2jd. ;  and  spotty  ditto  the  same  ;  small  to 
medium  spotty  and  brown  damages  realised  l}d.  to  lfcZ.  : 
and  pods  \d.  Alexandrian:  Part  sold  at  6d.  for  good 
medium  green  ;  but  Mecca  (rarely  offered)  was  not  wanted. 

Tamarinds. — Some  nice  new  fruit  was  offered. 

Tonka-beans.— One  lot  of  foxey  Paras  sold  at  Is.  Id.,  and' 
frosted  at  Is.  4<2.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — Most  of  the  root  offered  was  bold,  dark- 
sliced — apparently  an  odd  lot.  Privately,  business  has  been 
done  in  Bengal  on  the  spot  at  13s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — A  shilling  per  lb.  cheaper.  Fine  bold-frosted 
chocolate,  7 J  to  8 1  inches,  20s.  to  23s.  6ft7. ;  6,|  to  lh  18s.  to 
19s.  6d.  ;  5J  to  6§,  17s.  to  18s.  Medium  chocolate,  partly 
frosted,  6  to  7  inches,  15s.  to  15s.  6c/. ;  foxey,  small  to 
medium,  3|  to  7  inches,  9s.  6d.  to  16s.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees'). — Full  up  in  value,  Jamaica  being  especially 
firm.  Californian  sold  at  61.  17s.  6d.  to  11.  2s.  6d.  for  fair 
mixed;  East  Indian  at  90s.,  for  very  dull  common  lot,  and 
good  bleached  at  11.  Jamaica  :  almost  all  sold  at  from 
11.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  Is.  6d.,  for  good  hard  fair-coloured  wax,  but 
11.  10s.  is  wanted  for  the  best  sorts.  Madagascar  was  in 
large  supply,  and  sold  well  at  the  following  rates : — Dark- 
yellow  brownish,  part  earthy,  61.  2s.  6d.  to  61.  Is.  6d. :  good 
sound  yellow,  even  colour,  61.  10s.  to  6/.  12s.  6d.  ;  slight^ 
wormy  ditto,  and  rough,  6/.  10s.  Zanzibar  sold  at  from 
61  2s  6d.  to  61.  10s.  per  cwt.  Australian,  North  American, 
Mogador,  Mozambique,  Italian,  Spanish,  and  Chinese  were 
not  required. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  tone  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  continues,, 
on  the  whole,  to  remain  as  lately  reported,  although  there 
is  perhaps  a  rather  heavier  business  passing  in  some  direc- 
tions. Peports  in  from  the  Scotch  markets  are  not  particu- 
larly good,  but  in  the  Lancashire  district  business  seems 
better  and  fairly  steady.  On  the  Tyne  matters  show  little- 
change  at  present,  but  the  position  of  Spain  will  damage 
one  of  the  great  markets  for  chemicals  from  that  port.  The 
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ice  in  the  Neva  is  now  breaking  up,  and  it  seems  probable 
that  there  will  be  open  navigation  within  a  fortnight,  so 
that  the  Baltic  trade  will  begin  in  real  earnest  at  a  very 
early  date.  It  is  rather  soon  yet  to  state  definitely  what 
effect  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  will 
have  on  the  chemical-market  as  a  whole,  but  there  is  every 
possibility  that  it  will  be  fairly  extensive.  Already  various 
miscellaneous  products  have  a  much  firmer  tone,  have 
become  dearer,  and  show  signs  of  further  advancement. 
Bicarbonate  of  soda  is  quoted  5s.  per  ton  higher.  Bleaching- 
powder  is  rather  weaker,  and  easier  figures  are  spoken  of 
for  export.  The  better  demand  for  Saltcahe  continues,  and 
tone  is  firm.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  meets  with  moderate 
inquiry,  and  is  steady  for  early  delivery ;  for  forward,  how- 
ever, lower  figure  would  most  probably  be  accepted.  Quota- 
tions for  Sulphate  of  ammonia  show  little  variation  from 
those  mentioned  last  week;  business  is  only  very  quiet; 
exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to  201  tons.  Nitrate 
of  soda  tends  upwards  ;  present  prices  are — ordinary,  IsAhd. 
to  7s.  6d. ;  refined,  7s.  6^.  Sulphate  of  copper  is  again 
dearer  by  about  5s.  per  ton.  Benzols  are  flat  and  lower. 
White  pondered  arsenic  easier.  Brown  and  White  sugar  of 
lead  very  firm,  and  in  demand;  prices  are  higher.  Brown 
acetate  of  lime,  51.  12s.  Qd.  to  5/.  15s.  Hyposulphite  of  soda 
in  better  request  at  4Z.  15s.  to  4Z.  17s.  Qd.,  f.o.b.  Tyne,  in 
7  to  8  cwt.  casks ;  1-cwt.  kegs,  10s.  per  ton  extra.  Bichro- 
mates of  potash  and  soda  are  moving  fairly  well,  but  prices 
are  still  very  low. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  April  27,  reports 
that  the  market  for  castor  oil  has  sustained  the  improve- 
ment of  the  past  few  weeks,  and  good  seconds  Calcutta 
castor  oil  are  held  for  3\d.,  and  first-pressure  French  at  3^/1. 
to  3%d.  on  the  spot.  Advices  from  France  speak  of  higher 
prices  in  the  near  future.  African  ginger  has  met  with  a  very 
ready  demand  at  the  low  price  ruling,  50  tons  selling  at 
16s.  9d.  There  are  now  buyers  at  this  price,  but  no  sellers 
under  17s  6^.  to  18s.  ;  the  article  evidently  having  turned 
the  corner.  At  auction  10  packages  of  Bahia  Copaiba  balsam 
offered,  but  no  bids  were  made,  and  owners'  idea  of  value 
did  not  transpire.  Honeys  of  all  descriptions  continue  to 
command  the  attention  of  buyers ;  Chilian  is  held  at  prices 
ranging  from  23s.  for  Bile  III.  up  to  30s.  for  choice  Bile  X.. 
with  a  range  of  25s.  to  35s.  for  Californian.  Beeswax  is 
steadily  advancing  in  value,  Chilian  mixed  yellow  and  grey 
fetching  11.  and  pale  11. 10s.,  with  stocks  in  very  narrow  limits. 
Sulphate,  of  copper,  98-per  cent,  to  99-per-cent.,  is  gradually 
improving  in  position,  and  16Z.  7s.  6d.  has  been  refused  for 
good  round  lots— 16Z.  10s.  being  the  lowest  price.  Gums:  A 
quiet  demand  is  experienced  for  all  Arabic  descriptions. 
Soudan  sorts  are  firmly  held,  the  supply  being  very  limited, 
and  rather  full  bids  have  been  refused  for  moderate  quanti- 
ties. Ghabti  of  ordinary  quality  is  rather  cheaply  offered, 
and  Brazil  is  easier,  but  only  a  small  business  done.  Chilian 
spermaceti  has  been  arriving,  and  importers  ask  Is.  3d.  for 
good  white.  Fenugreek-seed  is  still  scarce,  and  value  ranges 
from  lis.  for  Egyptian  to  13s.  3d.  for  fine  Morocco.  Turkish 
canary-seed  is  moving  slowly  at  26s.  Qd.  to  27s.  per  quarter. 
Grains  of  paradise  are  in  limited  supply,  and  held  for  30s. 
per  cwt.  Turpentine  has  responded  to  the  influence  of  war 
feeling,  and  has  risen  to  28s.  per  cwt.  in  large  lines.  Quillaia- 
bark  is  steady,  a  recent  arrival  selling  from  the  quay  at  about 
18^.  per  ton.  Kola-nuts,  good  dried,  are  selling  from  the 
quay  at  l\d.  to  2d.  per  lb. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  April  26  that  busi- 
ness in  general  remains  quiet,  only  a  few  American  articles 
such  as  spirit  of  turpentine  and  cotton-seed  oil  have  shown 
more  activity.  Russian  anise-seed  is  quiet,  and  can  be  bought 
at  37m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  Peru  is  steady,  at  lQ\m.  to 
16.Vm.  per  kilo.  Balsam  Tolu  quiet  and  unchanged,  at 
300m.  per  100  kilos.  Condurango-barh  is  improving  and 
held  at  47m.  to  48m.  per  100  kilos.  Cascara  sagrada  is 
quiet,  at  36m.  per  100  kilos.  Cevadilla-seed  steady  at  77m. 
to  80m.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot  of  rye  is  quiet ;  good  sound 
Russian  is  offered  at  150m  'to  160m.  per  100  kilos.  Galangal 
is  decidedly  firmer  at  42m.  to  44m.  per  100  kilos.  Opium 
shows  a  firm  market  at  19m.  per  kilo.    Quinine  is  excited, 


and  rapidly  advancing  ;  to-day  31m.  per  kilo,  in  second-hand 
was  paid  and  32m.  asked  on  exchange.  Quillaia-bark  is 
steady  at  33m.  per  100  kilos.  Ipecacuanha  is  firm,  Bio  at 
17Am.  to  18m.  per  kilo.  Worm  seed  is  very  scarce ;  there  are 
very  unfavourable  reports  about  the  new  crop ;  the  spot 
quotation  is  44m.  to  45m.  per  100  kilos.  Tamarinds  scarce 
and  dearer ;  45m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked.  Spermaceti  on 
the  spot  is  offered  at  265m.  per  100  kilos.  Wax  is  quiet ;  Japan 
on  the  spot  is  offered  at  71m. ;  forward  delivery  at  69m.  per 
100  kilos.  Carnauba-wax,  80m.  to  140m.  per  100  kilos., 
according  to  quality.  Cod-liver  oil  steady  ;  1898  non- 
congealing  oil  is  held  for  87m.  per  barrel.  In  Essential  oils, 
Russian  anise  is  quiet  at  14|m.  per  kilo.  Star-anise  oil  also 
quiet  at  14Jm.  to  14m.  per  kilo.  H.G.H.  Peppermint  oil 
steady  at  5§m.  per  lb.;  Japan  oil,  6m.  to  6j-m.  per  kilo. 
Clove  oil  is  firm  at  6m.  to  6Jm.  per  kilo.  Citronella  oil 
steady  at  265m.  to  270m.  per  100  kilos.  Castor  oil  has  ad- 
vanced suddenly  ;  first  pressiner.  in  barrels,  spot  delivery,  is 
held  for  59m. ;  May  delivery,  58Jm.  per  100  kilos.  Spirit 
of  turpentine  very  firm  at  53m.  per  100  kilos. 

American  Drug-market. 

Our  correspondent  writes  on  April  16,  and  from  his  letter 
we  extract  the  following  points  as  supplementary  to  the 
cablegrams  in  our  issue  of  that  date  and  April  23 : — 

Bayberry-bark. — In  good  supply  at  3&c. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Very  scarce.  Only  two  concerns  here  hold 
stocks,  which  are  light.  Brices  strong,  4Ac.  to  5c.  being  quoted 
for  one  to  two  year  old  bark,  and  for  three  to  five  year  bark,  6c. 

to  6;';C 

Damian  a- leaves. — Selling  in  a  moderate  way  at  lie.  to  12c. 

Golden-seal  Root. — Advanced,  owing  to  scarcity.  Now 
quoted  at  45c.  None  expected  to  arrive  before  August  or  Sep- 
tember, 

Jaborandi-leaves. — Not  obtainable.  During  the  past  year 
only  an  occasional  bale  arrived.  Brices  are  nominally  quoted 
16c.  to  18c  for  ordinary,  and  20c.  prime  green. 

Jalap. — New  crop  is  selling  at  8^c.  to  9c. ;  old  heavy  resinous 
root,  11c.  to  llr.c. 

Lobelia. — Plentiful;  7c.  is  the  price. 

Peppermint  Oils  are  slow  of  sale  and  slightly  lower  in  price 
HGH  is  quoted  at   81-10,  and  fine  Michigan  oil  is  cheap  and 
plentiful,  95c.  being  quoted. 

Podophyllum-root. — Firm  at  4c.  to  4ic 

Prickly-ash  Bark. — Not  obtainable.  New  crop,  expected  in 
June,  will  be  offered  at  9c.  to  10c. 

Quinine. — Strong  and  in  good  demand  at  19c.  for  100-oz.  tins. 

Sarsaparilla  (Mexican). — Tampico  variety  has  advanced  to 
6c.  and  Tuxpan  to  5c. 

Sassafras-bark. — In  good  demand.  Supplies  fair,  5ic.  to  6c. 
being  quoted. 

Senega-root. — Minnesota  is  firm  at  23c,  and  in  good  supply. 
Wild-cherry  Bark. — Scarce  ;  thin  selected,  5c.  to  5ic. ;  ordi- 
nary heavy,  3Ac. 


ARRIVALS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  drugs  and  chemicals 
which  have  arrived  in  the  port  of  London,  and  other  large 
ports  in  England,  during  the  past  fortnight.  The  figures  in- 
dicate the  number  of  original  packages  (bales,  casks,  &c.)  : — 

Jalap    56 

Kola  nuts    20 

Nux  vomica    344 

Oil,  castor    123 

„   cod-liver   283 

„        „    (Newfoundland)  22 

„  eucalyptus    67 

„  peppermint...   1C5 

„   sassafras   25 

,,  wintergreen    4 

,,  wormseed    1 

Opium   24 

Quillaia    856 

Saffron   2 

Sarsaparilla    51 

Senna    190 

Tamarinds    123 

Vanilla   10 

Wax   318 


Aloin    10 

Aniseed    50 

Annatto-seed   13 

Argol    14 

Balsams    22 

Balsam  tolu    10 

Buchu   51 

Caraway-seed   105 

Cardamoms    174 

Cassia  1  gnea   150 

Cinchona   297 

Cocaine  (crude)   3 

Colocynth    10 

Cumin- seed    66 

Coriander-seed    30 

Honey   530 

Insect-powder    130 

Iodine    18 

Ipecacuanha    34 
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In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  th» 
Notice  t         PaPer  "My-    Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume, 
Correspon-      musl  be  authenticate(l  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dents.  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
mkich  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898. 

SiE, — It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  for  me  to  reply  to  the 
somewhat  lengthy  communication  of  Mr.  Chas.  Umney,  of 
Southwark,  only  I  should  like  to  correct  one  or  two  miscon- 
ceptions under  which  Mr.  Umney  is  labouring.  In  the  first 
place,  as  being  the  most  important  point  raised  by  him  in 
his  reply,  I  wish  to  state  most  emphatically  that  there  was 
nothing  whatever  personal  in  my  letter,  and  by  no  straining 
of  its  meaning  can  it  be  made  out  that  such  is  the  case. 
This  is  what  is  termed  raising  a  side  issue,  and  as  Mr. 
Umney  recurs  to  it  in  different  ways  during  the  course  of 
his  letter— as  when  he  says  the  price-list  "  apparently  caused 
him  some  discomfiture,"  and  "  I  cannot  think  that  this 
attack  on  me  is  from  jealousy,  the  'green-eyed  monster'  that 
Shakespeare  refers  to.  Surely  such  a  distemper  could  not 
be  at  the  root  of  his  bitter  complaining" — I  cannot  too 
strongly  repudiate  the  allegation  that  I  was  actuated  by  any 
personal  feeling  against  Mr.  Umney  or  his  firm.  I  wrote 
simply  as  a  pharmacist  to  publicly  express  my  disapproval 
of  a  certain  line  of  conduct  which  has  privately  been  much 
commented  on. 

I  think  Mr.  Umney  practically  admits  he  has  made  a 
tactical  error,  and  were  his  admission  a  little  more  open,  I 
doubt  not  that  those  in  the  drug-trade  who  feel  aggrieved  by 
his  recent  action  would  freely  forgive  him.  He  practically 
gives  the  case  away  when  he  says  :  "  Now,  in  my  firm's  case, 
the  '  man  at  the  wheel '  was  Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  and  in  his 
start  he  had  this  particular  subject  'at  his  fingers'  ends,'  for 
he  had  during  the  previous  three  years  or  more  been  con- 
stantly working  under  my  instructions  upon  any  subject 
connected  with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  that  my  colleagues 
and  I  thought  desirable."  Now,  the  sole  head  and  front  of 
Mr.  Umney's  offending  is  his  taking  too  early  advantage  of 
his  son's  having  "  this  particular  subject  at  his  fingers' 
«nds."  That  is  the  whole  matter  in  a  nutshell.  Mr.  Umney 
was  not  in  London,  but  at  San  Remo,  when  the  Pharma- 
copceia was  made  "accessible  to  the  public";  but,  to  carry 
his  allegory  about  the  "man  at  the  wheel  "  a  little  further, 
is  it  not  the  custom  in  nautical  life  that  when  the  skipper 
leaves  the  deck  he  gives  the  helmsman  directions  what 
course  to  steer  ?  Had  Mr.  Umney  given  his  son  (for  whose 
work  and  attainments  I  have  the  highest  respect)  instruc- 
tions not  to  be  so  indecently  hasty  in  utilising  in  the  manner 
he  did  the  knowledge  gained  by  his  work  during  the  last 
three  years  or  more,  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for 
grumbling.  The  honour  attaching  to  the  position  which 
SVIr.  Umney  was  called  upon  to  fill  is.  or  ought  to  be,  like 
virtue,  its  own  reward. 

Leith,  April  26.  George  Coull. 

Sandal-wood  Oil. 

Sir,— I  notice  in  the  current  number  of  Schimmel  &  Co.'s 
report  that  they  agree  that  East  Indian  sandal-wood  oil 
contains  a  notable  proportion  of  esters.  I  pointed  this  out 
several  years  ago,  and  in  a  former  number  of  their  report 
Messrs.  Schimmel  stated  that  they  were  unable  to  understand 
<my  figures.  In  a  note  on  the  estimation  of  esters  and 
alcohols  published  in  a  recent  number  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  I  drew  attention  to  this ;  since  the  appear- 
ance of  this  (post  hoc  or  propter  hoe  ?)  Messrs.  Schimmel  have 
definitely  recognised  that,  calculated  as  santalol  acetate, 
as  much  as  7  per  cent,  may  be  present.  Hence  the  error  in 
the  very  high  santalol  figure  originally  given  by  Schimmel 
and  their  misunderstanding  of  my  figures. 

Yours  faithfully, 

134  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C.         Ernest  J.  Parry. 


An  Assistants'  Union. 

Sir, — The  correspondence  on  this  subject  having  now 
ceased  perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to,  as  it  were,  round  over 
the  heaving  mound  under  which  is  interred  with  mingled 
curses  and  blessings  my  short-lived  suggestion. 

I  am  only  surprised  that  the  infant  breathed  at  all  after 
its  immersion  at  your  hands  in  the  cold  bath  of  your  dis- 
approval. 

Its  career  was  damned  at  the  outset  by  your  exceedingly 
prompt  criticism  ;  and  the  subsequent  manifestation  of  life 
was  brave,  but  hopeless  and  forlorn. 

The  discussion  was  thus  by  no  means  an  accurate  indica- 
tion of  the  general  feeling  in  the  trade. 

As  to  your  correspondents,  I  am  gratified  that  there  are 
still  some  stalwarts  who  braved  even  your  powerful  dictum, 
and  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  in  the  worship  of  apathy. 

Some  of  the  others  are  far  too  great  for  me  to  attempt  to 
answer.  One  gentleman  nearly  turned  my  too  ordinary  brain 
by  propounding  a  problem  about  "  A  and  B."  This  weird 
speculation  so  puzzled  me  that  I  began  to  think  of  asking  my 
friends  if  they  had  observed  a  strangeness,  more  marked 
than  usual,  in  my  demeanour ;  but  I  was  relieved  by  the 
consoling  reflection  that  this  philosophic  soul  had  taken  a 
fortnight  in  which  to  elaborate  the  proposition,  and  that  an  equal 
period  might  reasonably  be  allotted  for  divining  the  reply,  and 
this  I  really  could  not  spare.  Another  high-minded  devotee 
has  apparently  shaved  his  head  and  taken  a  vow  never  to  fall 
ill  on  the  sabbath,  as  he  strenuously  objects  to  the  dispensing 
of  medicines  on  Sundays.  Another  cries  loudly  for  kid  gloves 
to  be  worn  in  combat.  He  deprecates  strong  language,  and 
would  have  us  cultivate  euphemistic  phrases  wherewith  to 
indicate  our  polite  opinions  of  Bill  Sikes,  or  Captain  Kidd 
and  his  altruistic  crew.  I  called  the  latter  "  pirates  "  ;  it 
seems  they  should  rightly  be  designated  "gentlemen  adven- 
turers " ! 

However,  Sir,  I  have  done  my  part  as  well  as  I  could  in 
clanging  the  alarm-bell.  The  future  is  with  those  caustic 
writers  and  their  compeers  who  jibe  at  my  warnings.  I  trust 
that  twenty  years  hence  they  may  on  this  subject  be  equally 
light  of  heart  and  confident  of  mind  as  now. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Tocsin.  (160/38.) 

Sir, — In  the  letter  signed  "  Sword "  there  seems  to  me 
much  food  for  reflection,  teeming  as  it  does  with  the  caustic 
lesson  of  how  men  beat  themselves  with  their  own  weapon. 
To  secure  any  definite  change  without  coercion  would  be  to 
"  try  to  reach  the  moon  with  the  hand,"  as  the  French  say  : 
there  must  be  coercion,  the  united  effort  of  combined  force, 
the  power  of  maximum  over  minimum — in  fine,  a  union.  I 
thoroughly  believe  in  co-operation,  and  I  feel  sure  that,  were 
this  organised,  there  would  be  a  better  future  for  our  over- 
worked men  and  our  over-taxed  masters. 

I  suggest,  Sir,  that  we  start  a  "  chemists'  union,"  with  a 
paid  secretary.  That  this  union  shall  represent  the  trade 
section  of  our  vocation,  having  the  C.  $  B.  for  its  literary 
medium,  and  a  balloted  member  as  chairman.  As  the 
Society  at  Bloomsbury  worthily  represents  our  educational, 
so  ought  we  to  have  our  commercial  and  trade  interests 
under  suitable  supervision. 

As  years  follow  on  we  find  interest  in  educational  matters 
slowly  drifting ;  under  the  influence  of  the  union  our  com- 
mercial instincts  would  bring  us  into  constant  touch  with 
our  confreres,  and  I  would  further  suggest  that  we  should 
have  a  visiting  secretary,  who  would  efficiently  inquire  into 
and  watch  the  interests  of  men  who  are  struggling  against 
the  woful,  crushing  competition  of  the  capitalists  and  their 
unqualified  supporters,  but  who  are  unheeded  by  the  existing 
methods  adopted  at  Bloomsbury.  No  other  chartered  body 
has  its  interests  so  badly  managed,  and  I  think  it  is  time 
we  should  organise  a  new  body,  to  govern  our  trade  interests 
on  a  parallel  akin  to  similar  institutions  throughout  the 
country.  A  bold  attempt  was  made  at  organisation  some 
months  ago,  and  it  partly  succeeded.  Let  us  try  again  ;  let 
us  show  that  we  have  the  grit  worthy  of  our  nation's  reputa- 
tion. For  such  a  union  I  would  willingly  tender  my  sub- 
scription. Drawn  Sword.  (152/57.) 

Saxlehner  v.  Apollinaris  Company. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  a  note  which  appeared  in  your 
issue    of    April    16,  headed    "Saxlehner    v.  Apollinaris 
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Company,"  we  beg  to  remark  that  the  statements  contained 
in  that  note  are,  as  they  stand,  calculated  to  mislead  your 
readers.  The  exclusive  right  of  the  firm  of  Andreas  Saxlehner, 
of  Budapest,  to  the  use  in  Hungary  of  the  name  "  Hunyadi " 
as  a  designation  of  bitter-water  has  been  established  in 
Hungary  by  legal  proceedings,  and  no  question  as  to  this 
right  came  in  issue  in  the  criminal  prosecution  referred  to 
in  your  note.  That  prosecution  was  undertaken  on  account 
of  a  large  quantity  of  bitter-water  being  found  in  Mr. 
Campbell's  possession  marked  with  the  name  "  Uj  Hunyadi." 
Mr.  Campbell  denied  that  this  water  was  intended  for  sale 
under  that  name,  but  a  conviction  was  obtained.  Against 
that  conviction  Mr.  Campbell  appealed,  and,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  a  recent  agreement  for  the  settlement 
of  disputes  between  Andreas  Saxlehner  and  the  Apollinaris 
Company  and  other  allied  companies,  the  appellant,  previous 
to  the  hearing  of  the  appeal,  admitted  to  the  Court  that  he 
would  have  committed  an  offence  against  the  Hungarian 
criminal  law  if  he  had  sold  the  water  in  bottles  bearing  the 
name  "  Hunyadi,"  thus  reducing  the  question  to  one  of  simple 
fact — viz.,  whether  the  water  was  intended  for  sale  under  the 
name  or  not.  In  further  accordance  with  the  agreement 
Andreas  Saxlehner  refrained  from  offering  any  opposition 
to  the  appeal,  and  left  the  appellant  to  satisfy  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  if  he  could,  that  the  water  was  not  intended  for  sale 
under  the  name. 

In  this  state  of  things  the  Court  of  Appeal  has  directed 
a  new  trial  for  the  purpose  of  further  investigating  the 
question  of  fact. 

It  is  important  to  Andreas  Saxlehner  that  there  should  be 
no  misconception  of  the  true  position  of  this  case,  or  as  to 
the  firm's  rights  in  Hungary  in  respect  of  the  name  "  Hun- 
yadi," and  we  shall  be  obliged  by  your  publishing  this 
corrective  statement  in  an  early  issue. 

Yours  faithfully. 
For  Andreas  Saxlehner,  Budapest, 

London  Agency. 

April  25.  Edmund  Saxlehner. 

Pharmacy  in  the  Par  East. 

Sir, — I  enclose  tracing  of  prescription  as  sample  of  what 
we  sometimes  come  across  in  the  Orient.  The  copy  had 
evidently  been  made  by  a  Chinaman. 

Yours  truly, 

Yokohama,  Japan,  March  10.  W.  H.  Cole. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


)2o.o. 


a,  <^£     ash  Q,a^L*J^ 

'<-//-.  J 


[Translation."] 

Kali  iodat  gr.  5 

Tr.  colchiei  5'j- 

Aq  120,0 

5x.  daily  a  teaspoonful. 

[We  are  always  much  obliged  to  pharmacists  abroad  who 
send  us  items  of  interest,  such  as  the  above.  Perhaps  they 
hardly  realise  that  what  seems  commonplace  to  them  is 
probably  quite  new  and  attractive  to  the  majority  of  us  at 
home. — Editor,  C.  $  B.\ 


This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing  difficulties.  Sub- 
scribers and  their  employes  man  contribute  to  it,  criticising  any  of  the 
following  notes  or  contributing  notes  on  prescriptions  tchicli  they  havs 
found  to  be  of  unusual  interest. 


A  Spray  Solution. 

150/1.  J.  M.  C.  (Ashburton,  N.Z.)  asks  how  the  following 
prescription  should  be  dispensed  : — 

Menthol       ...  ...       ...       ...  10  per  cent. 

Camphor      ...    S1'-  i 

Rectified  spirit    ...  q.s>. 

Glycerine      ...  ...       ...       ...  5i.i. 

Paroleine  to  ...  ...       ...       ...  100 

Sig.  :  The  spray  solution. 

[Spirit  and  glycerine  are  nob  miscible  with  paroleine,  and 
as  it  would  be  impossible  to  spray  such  a  mixture,  they 
should  be  left  out.  There  then  remains  the  ambiguity  of 
the  quantities  intended,  which,  of  course,  only  the  writer  of 
the  prescription  can  settle.  If  the  prescription  had  been 
presented  to  us,  and  it  had  not  been  possible  to  consult  the 
doctor,  we  should  have  sent  out  *ij.  of  a  10-per-cent.  solution 
of  menthol  in  paroleine,  with  a  small  percentage  (say,  \  per 
cent.)  of  camphor.] 

The  Dispenser's  Pons  Asinorum. 

Sir, — I  have  made  the  following  mixture  three  times,  and 
each  time  the  bottle  has  burst.  Would  you  kindly  tell  me 
the  reason  ? — 


Bismuth,  trisnit. 
Sodii  bicarb.  ... 
Liq.  morph.  ... 
Aq.  ad ... 
5ss.  ter  in  die. 


  Ol]. 

  5j. 

  5»j. 

  Sviij. 

Yours  truly, 

E  S.  D.  (149/66.) 


[There  is  a  reaction  between  the  bismuth  and  bicarbonate 
carbonic-acid  gas  being  given  off.  An  ounce  of  hot  water 
should  be  poured  upon  the  mixture  of  bismuth  and  soda  in 
a  mortar,  so  as  to  let  the  reaction  take  place  outside  the 
bottle.] 

Quinine  in  Mixture. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  say  how  the  following  prescription 
should  be  dispensed  1 — 

Quininaj  sulph  gr.  34 

Liq.ferri  magnetic  ox.  cone.  (Light- 
foot's)   5'j- 

Acid,  hydrochlor.  dil.    nv  30 

Liq.  strychninie  hyd.         ...       ...    m  40 

Spt.  chlorof     5iss. 

Syrupi  simp.  ...    5iij. 

Aqua  ad   Jvj. 

M. 

The  acid  does  not  dissolve  the  quitice,  but  after  standing 
a  day  or  two  it  gradually  goes,  and,  after  a  few  days,  precipi- 
tates again.    I  dispensed  it  with  a  "  Shake  the  bottle"  label. 

Yours,  &c, 

W.  H.  C. 

[Add  four  or  five  more  drops  of  dilute  acid,  and  send  out 
as  a  solution.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  most  legal 
matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Dlary,  and  in  "Pharmacy  and  Poisen  Laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


62/8.  Wanted. — No  one  except  a  registered  chemist  and 
druggist  may  sell  an  ointment  containing  veratrin.  Nor 
may  any  unregistered  person  be  the  proprietor  of  a  business 
where  such  an  ointment  is  sold  . 
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61/26.  New  B.P.  —  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
never,  to  our  knowledge,  interfered  with  anyone  who 
describes  himself  as  a  wholesale  druggist  or  manufacturing 
chemist,  and  who  does  no  retail  business.  But  to  use  such 
a  description  in  connection  with  a  retail  business  is  clearly 
an  infringement  of  the  spirit  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  the 
Society  would  have  no  difficulty,  we  think,  in  getting  judg- 
ment. It  would  not  be  a  sufficient  defence  to  show  that 
some  wholesale  trade  was  done. 

158/39.  Middlesex. — An  assistant's  term  expires  at  the 
end  of  the  business-day  which  completes  the  time  for  which 
notice  was  given.  But  if  that  time  is  11  p.m.  on  a  Saturday 
night  it  is  quite  possible  that  a  Court  might  sympathise 
with  the  assistant,  and  though  you  might  get  a  shilling  or 
two  compensation  for  loss  of  service,  you  might  also  have 
to  pay  costs. 

158/34.  Unqualified. — We  should  think  that  the  ex- 
aminers will  reasonably  expect  candidates  from  now  to 
have  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  the  changes  made  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  of  the  reasons  for  them.  They  should 
not  be  too  exacting  at  the  next  examination,  but  you  will 
agree  that  a  man  who  does  not  show  a  fair  understanding  of 
the  work  can  hardly  be  described  as  a  qualified  chemist. 

159/11.  Middy. — If  a  branch  manager  agrees  that  he  will 
not  start  in  business  or  act  as  assistant  to  another  chemist 
within  a  reasonable  area,  and  within  a  given  time,  he  is  bound 
by  that  agreement  even  if  the  branch  should  be  closed,  or  the 
owner  should  come  to  manage  it,  unless  there  should  be  any- 
thing in  the  agreement  inconsistent  with  this  interpretation. 

159/35.  II.  L.  S. — It  is  of  no  use  to  send  us  anonymous 
queries. 

160/18.  Index. — Our  answer  seems  to  have  been  clear 
enough.  The  fact  that  one  of  your  directors  is  a  dentist 
does  not  entitle  the  company  to  call  itself  a  dentist ;  but  it 
is  likely  that  a  duly-registered  company  can  call  itself  a 
dentist  anyhow,  on  just  the  same  legal  grounds  that  it  can 
call  itself  a  chemist. 

160/27.  Legal — Of  course  you  are  not  obliged  to  under- 
take an  analysis  when  the  police  ask  you,  and  unless  you 
have  had  experience  of  this  particular  kind  of  analysis  you 
would  do  very  wrong  in  attempting  it.  Your  wholesale  drug- 
gist will  no  doubt  put  the  matter  through  for  you. 

162/5.  Ebor. — If  you  simply  gave  the  order  for  the 
almanacs  and  undertook  to  try  to  get  advertisements  for 
them,  the  printers  cannot  recover  anything  from  you,  seeing 
they  have  not  even  delivered  the  almanacs.  Have  you  a 
copy  of  what  you  signed  ?  If  so,  please  let  us  see  it.  This 
company  needs  some  admonition.  See  answer  to  "  Queens- 
land "  in  this  column  last  week. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employees  only ;  queries  must, 
here/ore,  be  authentiml led  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
Notlc  t  more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 

Querists  of  paper.    When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 

ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
be  ftven,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


151/53.    Nemo. — (1)  Tonic  Pills  for  Pigeons  : — 

Ferri  sulph.  exsicc.  ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Ext.  gentianse         ...    5j- 

Capsiciu.       ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  ij. 

Pulv.  glycyrrh   ...  5j. 

Ft.  pil.  lx. 
The  dose  is  from  four  to  six  daily. 
(2)  A  teaspoonful  of  formalin  is  sufficient  to  keep  3  gals,  of 
milk  sweet  for  three  days  in  hot  weather. 

152/17.  E.  C.  0.  —  Perfumed  Carbolic  Acid.— See 
C.  #  B,  January  2,  1897,  page  40. 


151/64.  Apprentice. — Dodd's  "Guide  to  the  Preliminary 
Examination  "  (2s.),  published  at  our  office,  gives  a  large 
number  of  questions  set  at  past  examinations.  We  also 
print  in  the  G.  Sf  B.  the  papers  set  at  each  examination  as 
they  occur. 

151/42.  Seidlitz. — Sodium  Ethylate  is  chiefly  employed 
as  a  caustic  for  the  destruction  of  nsevi.  The  alcoholic 
solution  (liq.  sodii  ethyl.)  is  used  and  applied  by  means  of  a 
glass  rod. 

18/4.  B.  <5'  Co. — Your  sample  Jelly-square  consists  of 
gelatine,  glucose,  and  sugar.  The  gelatine  should  not  be  an 
expensive  item.  We  gave  a  good  formula  in  C.  St  !>., 
January  30,  1897,  page  219.  You  give  us  no  idea  of  the 
nature  of  your  experiments,  which  makes  it  impossible  for  us 
to  advise  you  where  you  have  gone  wrong. 

152  20.  A.  S. — The  quantity  of  pyrogallol  in  formula 
given  in  our  issue,  April  2,  1898,  page  546,  is  gr.  lv.  (55  gr.). 

152/8.  Zoemo. — The  dye,  being  only  on  the  surface  of  the 
hair,  always  has  the  tendency  to  rub  off  on  the  pillows.  We 
know  of  nothing  you  could  add  to  prevent  this. 

152  29.  F.  S.— Red  Carboy-colours.-Either  of  the  fol- 
lowing gives  permanent  colours  :  — 

(1) 


Potass,  bichrom. 
Acid,  sulph.  ... 
Aqua  

Tr.  iodini 

Ac.  hydrochlor. 

Aqua  ... 


(2) 


•  •  3vnj. 

..  Conj.  ij.  vel  q.s. 

-  3ij. 

-  3j- 

..  Conj.  ij.  vel  q.s. 


152/24.  E.  W.  G. — Jimpson- seeds  we  take  to  be  stra- 
monium-seeds. Stramonium  is  known  as  "  Jimson  "-weed  in 
the  States.  The  dose  of  a  tablespoonful  for  a  hidebound 
horse  seems  excessive,  as  the  dose  for  a  man  is  only  1  gr. 

47/11.  J.  G. — Opalescent  Ammonia. — -You  will  find  a 
formula  for  this  in  C.  2?  B.,  June  26,  1898,  page  1013. 

157/1.  Pharmacy. — (1)  The  case  is  one  of  rickets,  and 
requires  a  long  course  of  treatment  with  phosphates  and 
hypophosphites.  Impress  on  your  customer  that  it  is  one  of 
those  cases  in  which  it  is  no  use  running  from  one  medical 
man  to  another,  and  that  the  child  will  require  constant 
medical  treatment  for  months.  (2)  The  formula  for  Lice- 
oils  ("Veterinary  Counter-practice")  cannot  be  improved  in 
regard  to  efficiency.  (3)  Cheap  Ink. — A  good  formula  for 
this  was  given  in  C.  $  B.,  May  30,  1896,  page  779. 

152/5.  A.  A.  F.—(V)  To  Improve  the  Colour  of 
Fowls'  Combs,  iron  is  given  internally,  either  as  sulphate  of 
iron  or  tincture  of  iron.  (2)  The  stamps  for  cutting  out 
lozenges  are  obtainable  at  Maw's. 

152/13.  Cattle. — (1)  The  cleansing-draught  ("  Veterinary 
Counter-practice")  should  be  made  with  castor  oil  as 
directed  ;  the  action  is  milder  with  linseed  oil.  The  article 
referred. to  finishes  with  a  very  good  stock  formula  for  "  cleans- 
ing-drink." (2)  The  emulsifiers  you  inquire  about  (The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  page  487)  are  obtain- 
able of  such  firms  as  Bennett,  Sons  &  Shears,  167  Kingsland 
Road,  London,  or  Death  &  Harris,  Leicester. 

146, 51.    Bens. — We  are  inquiring. 

150/57.  Bonus.— Powder  for  Preventing  Abortion  in 
Cows. — This  consists  of — 

...  5iss. 


Powdered  camphor  ... 
Sulphur 
Armenian  bole 

Make  one  powder. 


5ij. 


156,23.  Calisaya. — We  gather  from  your  letter  that  only 
external  applications  have  been  used  in  the  case  of  acne. 
There  is  a  wide  field  of  internal  medicines  open  to  you,  of 
which  we  might  mention  as  distinctly  useful,  calcium 
sulphide  (in  small  doses),  guaiacum  (in  form  of  lozenges  or 
mixture),  potassium  bromide  and  iodide,  and  tar. 
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147/12.  1<\  G. — (1)  The  Condition-powder  for  Horses 
consists  of  hyposulphite  of  soda  (5iij.).  (2)  Glycerine  of 
belladonna  is  the  best  local  application  for  Drying  up  a 
Cow's  Udder. 


The  following  is  the 


152/41.    7,'.  J.  8— Bird-tonic. 

composition  of  your  sample  : — 

Spt.  camphor.         ...       ...  ...  in.xv. 

Ac.  benzoic.  ...       ...       ...  ...  gr.  v. 

Ol.  anisi        ...       ...       ...  ...  nyj. 

01.  menth. pip.        ...       ...  ...  wtfj. 

Spt.  vini  rect.         ...       ...  ...  5ss. 

Aq.  ad    §j. 

Solve. 

"  Three  drops  in  the  water  twice  a  week." 

151/7.  1<\  G.  —  (1)  Vapourising-liquid  for  Green- 
houses.— This  is  a  solution  of  crude  nicotine  (4  gr.)  in 
spirit  of  camphor  (2  oz.).  (2)  The  Vapourising-paste 
consists  chiefly  of  formalin  in  combination  with  gelatine. 

152/45.  Sais. — Fireproof  Paint. — This  is  made  by  re- 
ducing a  mixture  of  finely  powdered  earthenware  (2), 
glass  (2),  stone  (2),  and  lime  (1)  to  a  suitable  consistence 
with  solution  of  silicate  of  soda.  The  colour  is  varied  by 
using  stone  of  different  colours. 

150/42.  Kitir  (N.Z.).— Fluid  Sheep-brand  is  made  by 
rubbing  up  lampblack,  Venetian  red,  or  Prussian  blue  with 
boiled  linseed  oil,  or  a  base  made  by  boiling  together  2  oz. 
each  of  borax  and  shellac  in  a  pint  of  water. 

148/53.  C.  C.  IT.  C.—(l)  Starch-glaze.—  This  is  com- 
posed of  French  chalk  and  powdered  cocoanut-oil  soap  in 
about  equal  proportions.  (2)  Tr.  Myrrhre  Co.  for 
veterinary  purposes : — 

Myrrh  2  oz. 

Barbadoes  aloes   2  oz. 

Rectified  spirit   30  oz. 

Water  10  oz. 

Digest  fourteen  days  and  filter. 

150/50.  Wanderer. — The  Agent-General  for  New  Zealand, 
13  Victoria  Street,  S.W.,  will  give  any  information  about 
New  Zealand  you  may  require.  We  are  informed  that  there 
is  no  demand  for  English  druggists  out  there. 

145,44.    Wood. — The  Fire-extinguisher  Liquid  is — ■ 


Common  salt ... 
Nitrate  of  soda 
Sal  ammoniac 
Chloride  of  magnesium 
Water  


1  oz. 

1  oz. 

2  oz. 
4  oz. 

1  pint 


Put  the  salts  in  a  wine-bottle  and  fill  up  with  water.  Shake 
until  dissolved. 

149/33,  J.  F.;  150/29,  Salol.  Commercial  solution  of 
silicate  of  soda  usually  contains  about  20  per  cent,  of  silica 
and  10  per  cent,  of  soda.  For  preserving  eggs,  the  eggs  are 
placed  in  a  suitable  vessel  and  covered  with  the  solution. 

153/53.  Jamaica. — Imitation  Angostura  Bitters. — See 
C.  4-  A.,  July  3.  1897,  page  24.  Orange  Bitters,  C.  $  I)., 
September  18,  1897,  page  504.    Both  are  good  formulas. 

515/37.  W.  E.  B. — For  making  Ginger-ale  and  Lemon- 
ade in  a  Seltzogene,  you  will  require  to  add  the  respective 
syrups  to  the  water  in  the  lower  vase.  Syr.  limonis  will 
answer  for  lemonade  ;  for  Ginger-ale  Syrup  use  the  follow- 
ing :— 

Caramel      5ss.  vel  q.s. 

Citric  acid     ...       ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Ginger-ale  essence   5ij. 

Syrup  to   Cong.  j. 

Mix. 

157/17.  C.  T.  R.  (Allahabad).— Ink  for  Copying-graph:— 


Methyl  violet 
Rectified  spirit 
Water  

Dissolve. 


1  oz. 
1  oz. 
7  oz. 


153  5.  J.  C. — The  taste  of  linseed  is  against  it  being 
made  into  bread  for  diabetic  patients.  It  may  have  been 
tried,  but  we  are  not  aware  of  it. 

154/66.  Dilemma. — The  information  you  ask  for  in  regard! 
to  spirit-dilution  is  dealt  with  on  pages  640  641,  C.  if  Z>.» 
April  16,  1898. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


151/13.     W.  II. — Maker  or  agent  for  Cresolinc  soap. 

Will  the  gentlemen  who  sent  us  "  The  January  Minor,"' 
( C.  Sf  D.  April  16,  page  643)  and  "The  Irish  Licence  Ex- 
amination Criticised  "  (March  12,  page  453)  kindly  send  us 
their  addresses  1 

160/47.  Name  of  maker  of  "Ye  Olde  Oak  Polishing- 
paste,"  in  tins. 

160/58.  "  Hamagaki,"  a  toilet-preparation  :  where  obtain- 
able 1 

161/74.    Address  of  makers  of  infants'  food  in  bulk. 

148/45.  Gringo  inquires  where  he  can  obtain  a  holder  for 
boot-cleaning.  The  article  consists  of  a  spring  or  tree  by 
means  of  which  the  boot  is  securely  held  whilst  being- 
cleaned. 


Coming  Events, 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Monday,  May  2. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  "  Self-intensive  Refrigeration  of  Gases, 
Liquid  Air,  and  Oxygen,"  by  Dr.  W.  Hampson. 

Wednesday,  May  4. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange.  Restau- 
rant, Birmingham,  at  9.15  P.M.    Annual  general  meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  Bloonisbury  Square, 
W.C.,  at  11  a.m.    Council  meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.    Council  meeting. 

Thursday,  May  5. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.    Annual  general  meeting. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Birmingham.  Annual 
meeting  and  dinner  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel.  Mr. 
Walter  Hills,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  will 
be  present.  Tickets,  5s.  6d.  each,  may  be  had  from  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  Mr.  H.  T.  Shorthouse,  144  Edmund  Street. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  v.yi 
"  The  Reactions  of  the  Carbohydrates  with  Hydrogen 
Peroxide,"  by  Messrs.  C.  F.  Cross,  E.  J.  Bevan,  and  Claud 
Smith.  "  The  Properties  and  Relationships  of  Dihydroxy- 
tartaric  Acid.  Part  II.,"  by  Mr.  H.  J.  H.  Fenton,  M.A. 
"  The  Affinity  Constants  of  Certain  Hydroxy-acids,"  by  Mr. 
S.  Skinner,  M.A.  "Molecular  Weights  in  Solution  of  Per- 
manganates, Perchlorates,  and  Periodates,"  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Crofts. 

Friday,  May  6. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  at  9  p.m.    "  Living  Crystals,"  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Minchin,  M.A. 


Royal  Photographic  Society  International  Photographic  Exhibi* 
tion  at  the  Crystal  Palace  is  now  open. 


